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An outline for a MA thesis by Ronny Andersen, University of Southern Denmark

This project will focus on two late medieval parishes in the diocese of  Schleswig by an analysis of accounts from the churches of these parishes. A comparative analysis of  the community life of Gettorf, a rural parish in the east of the diocese and Husum, an urban parish in the west, will offer  an insight in an area of late medieval spiritual and community life that has been neglected in Danish historiography. 

The theoretical frame will be constructed with inspiration from the recent works on particularly the English and German late medieval parishes. The sources to the parish life will consist of different forms of accounts from the churches of the parishes with the limitations this implies.

The aim of this project is to investigate whether the late medieval parish can be described as a community and how this is shown in the relations between the parishioners, their parish church, churchwardens and local clergy. Contrasts between a strong feudal area with an area dominated by free-holders might also play an important part in these relations.

The project will be in 80-100 pages and will be finished in autumn 2005.

