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Offering a local perspective on processes of ecclesiastical change and innovation, this dissertation investigates the dramatic internal reconfiguration of English parish churches that formed part of the larger process of Laudian reform in the 1630s. Visitation articles and treatises by Laudians and their critics as well as court records and parish documents form the basis of an interdisciplinary analysis that asserts the primacy of space to the ceremonialist project and local opposition to it. The study thus provides important new insights into the spatial dimensions of parochial worship while contributing to the continuing debate about the nature of religious policy and its parish impact during the Personal Rule.
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