The War of Two Cultures- the campaign for ‘godly reformation’ in the 1650s

This book-length project examines attempts to impose moral and social discipline in England during the interregnum, 1649-60, when ‘puritan’ regimes were finally in control at national and (to some extent) local level. While some aspects of the subject are already familiar- the legislation and the brief experiment of the Major-Generals, for example- much less is known about the agents and agencies of implementation at borough and parish level, and about the character of resistance, whether by evasion or direct opposition. The project focuses on all these aspects, using a range of archival sources alongside contemporary newspapers, pamphlets and personal records. It will  include an assessment of the opportunities and obstacles facing the reformers, and of the overall levels of success they achieved in a number of localities across the country.
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