Times of Trouble and Deliverance: Worship in the Kirk of Scotland, 1646-1658

This PhD project, started in October 2009, seeks to assess worship practices throughout Scotland during the mid-seventeenth century. By making use of local level Church material, such as kirk session, presbytery and regional synod minutes, the project aims to explore how local congregations reacted to the multiple influences of internal and external warfare, pestilence and the threat of sectarian doctrine from south of the border. The rich source material available creates a vivid picture of religiosity and worship as well offering sets of comparable numeric data of elements in parish worship throughout Scotland. Furthermore, this material displays how the Kirk’s desires for further reformation and lay worship patterns were forced to interact with contextual pressures of conflict.
Such a work deliberately places itself at the crossroads of two mutually beneficial, but separate, strands of historiography. Firstly, it makes use of the abundant work assessing the political experience and ecclesiological/theological development of these years throughout Britain and Ireland. In addition, the study intentionally follows previous work on religious experience and parish communities in the Reformation period (pre-1640) by scholars such as D. G. Mullan, Margo Todd and John McCallum. By combining these relevant strands, the concluding part of what is traditionally imagined ‘Reformation’ can be assessed with direct relevance to scholars of the British Civil Wars and the supposed ‘World Turned Upside’ which ensued. How a national Church maintained desires for Reformation at parish and province level during these years will allow an insight into how the Kirk positioned itself in the community and the multifaceted relations of the laity to the established Church and religion itself. 
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