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PRESS RELEASE
Heritage Lottery Fund Supports Village History Project 
The history of the ancient manor of Lyddington in Rutland is to be researched and preserved thanks to a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) it was announced today. The award of £45,400 to Lyddington Manor History Society will enable local people to study, interpret and publish the history of their own community, paying particular attention to the local houses and the people that occupied them.
The manor of Lyddington consists of the villages of Caldecott, Lyddington, Stoke Dry and Thorpe by Water, as well as the deserted medieval village of Snelston. Until the Reformation, the manor was held by the bishops of Lincoln, part of whose palace survives today as Lyddington Bede House. In 1551, William Cecil, Lord Burghley, acquired the manor and the family at Burghley House near Stamford has held it ever since. As a result, many thousands of documents have survived, including deeds, court records, rent books, letters and maps in the care of the Burghley House Preservation Trust. The Society has been given full access to copy and study these.
Of the 369 buildings in the manor, 110 are listed by English Heritage as being of significant historical interest. The range and quality of these buildings, together with the vast archive of documents available, provides the Society with a unique opportunity for a community-led project to study the social, economic and cultural history of the villages in the manor. Hand-in-hand with this documentary research, a selection of the historic buildings and their surroundings will be studied using timber dating, architectural and geophysical surveys.
The project will provide opportunities for people to develop new skills such as reading and understanding old documents, surveying historic buildings, computing, editing and publishing. It will also involve the wider community through exhibitions, presentations and a website, as well as through projects to be developed with local schools.
A book, enabling people to understand the history of the community including how their ancestors lived and worked, will be published at the end of the project. The aim is to give a copy to every household in the manor; the book will also be on sale in most local bookshops. 
Dr Rosemary Canadine, Chairman of the Society and Project Director, said “This is a great achievement for a newly-formed society and provides a wonderful opportunity for local people. Thanks to the access given to the society by Burghley House Preservation Trust to their remarkable estate archive, we can now build on the enthusiasm and skills in our community to bring our local history to life. We hope that many will come and join us”.
Explaining the importance of the award, Emma Sayer, Head of HLF in the East Midlands, said, “HLF is delighted to support this project which will enable many local people to actively participate in heritage activities and share the history of the ancient local manor in which they live”.
For further information, please contact:
Dr Rosemary Canadine, Chairman, Lyddington Manor History Society, 01572 823328, rosemary@canadine.co.uk
Further information about the Society, including membership application, can be found at www.lyddingtonhistory.co.uk
Note to editors:

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) enables communities to celebrate, look after and learn more about our diverse heritage. From our great museums and historic buildings to local parks and beauty spots or recording and celebrating traditions, customs and history, HLF grants open up our nation’s heritage for everyone to enjoy. Since 1994 it has supported more than 26,000 projects, allocating over £4 billion across the UK. www.hlf.org.uk












