POWER, MEMORY AND IDENTITY

IN THE EARLY MODERN PARISH

This collaborative research initiative has been developed to address a set of research questions which link together the study of the internal political and religious culture of individual parish communities, and the larger socio-political contexts in which they operated, in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  Building on the expertise of Drs Steve Hindle, Beat Kümin and Peter Marshall, each of whom have published extensively in this field, the project is organised around three central themes. Its first strand, ‘Power’, is concerned to explore the social and political implications of office-holding in the local community, in particular the nature of the relationships between those who held office and those who did not; and the extent to which hierarchical social relations within the parish were reflected in access to the circuits of authority within and beyond the local community. Its second, strand, ‘Memory’, focuses on the myriad ways in which parish communities preserved, protected and perpetuated their inherited practices and customs, especially through the use of art, music, imagery and the keeping of records. Its third strand, ‘Identity’, reconstructs the forms of political and religious association through which social identities were forged and explores their interrelationships with both wider networks beyond, and narrower networks within, the community of the parish. We are actively working towards the formulation of a research agenda that exploits our ‘home grown’ talent and would benefit from external input. For two years now the project has held symposia that have attracted three-dozen participants from all over the UK and showcased ongoing research in the field. We envisage that workshops (smaller, more-focused gatherings of experts) would disseminate our thinking about these issues and assist us in the detailed formulation of the research questions that we would actively pursue should generous long-term funding be secured. We envisage inviting a small group (ten or a dozen) of eminent scholars working in various disciplines, some of whom are based overseas.

