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In the wake of the 1641 Irish rebellion thousands of ostensibly English Protestant refugees fled to England – displaced and destitute – in search of security and subsistence. In London the flow of refugees in and out of the City was continual throughout the 1640s. The poor victims of the rebellion congested the streets, making their plight obvious to the capital’s inhabitants. In a sample study of twenty-five city of London parishes more than 1,424 refugees were recorded receiving aid from churchwardens between 1641 and 1651. A conservative figure given the nature of the documentation and the fact that the city of London alone was made up of 108 parishes, both within and without the city walls. 
This paper will highlight the variations in refugee numbers across the City, through a sample study of twenty-five parishes, and show how these fluctuations affected refugee relief. The fluctuations in refugee numbers varied considerably across the City, based upon the geographical location of each parish, the wealth of its parishioners, and the number of pre-existing dependants being maintained. Further to this were the effects of political and social unrest. For example, in the summer of 1643, the lowest point in the fortunes of the parliamentary cause, it appears that fear of tumult outside Westminster resulted in numerous refugees being moved, whether forcibly or voluntarily, closer towards the City. This caused a sudden surge in the number of refugees being aided in the nearby parish of St. Dunstan in the West, a trend which is not visible in any other parish in the sample. Ultimately, it will be shown that, in the case of refugee relief, the city of London should not be regarded as a conglomerate, but rather the City parishes need to be considered individually. Local officials – churchwardens, constables, common councilmen, etc. – organised relief in response to the diverse economic, religious, social and political contexts of their parishes. Revealing that refugee relief, regardless of its importance, was considered a secondary concern to the needs of the local inhabitants. 
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