‘Record keeping and remembrance in early modern London parishes’

This illustrated paper compares the contrasting evidence of Elizabethan record keeping in the London parishes of St Andrew Holborn and St Botolph’s Aldgate in order to reflect upon the importance of memory and its uses for early modern Londoners. 

The material from St Andrew Holborn is interesting because, Thomas Bentley, one of the churchwardens in the 1580s, reads through the 15th century accounts (no longer extant) in order to understand legal questions of custom and governance.  I would like to compare this with the records from St Botolph's Aldgate which were kept by the curate who also happened to be a talented scrivener and minor artist or designer of type.
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John Craig is Professor of Early Modern English History in the Department of History at Simon Fraser University.  He is currently writing ‘Reformation by the Book, 1536-1642’ an account of the ways in which the Crown and Church worked to furnish parish churches with printed books.
