Veterans, Commemorations, and the Politics of the Parish in Early Modern England
[bookmark: _Hlk508353852][bookmark: _GoBack]Veterans’ commemorations are an integral part of the memorial culture of many modern conflicts. In the aftermath of the American Civil War, former soldiers from both the northern and Confederate armies marked the anniversaries of various battles, while in the UK surviving veterans continue to participate in events that commemorate the engagements of the Second World War. In the context of early modern England, previous studies of the commemoration of war have identified two levels of activity: the national and the local. In the case of the former, scholars have focused on nationwide occasions enshrined by the government, such as the day of fasting humiliation on the anniversary of the regicide or thanksgivings for various victories. In the latter, they have explored local authorities’ attempts to integrate a specific wartime event – usually the relief of a siege – into the memorial culture of the town or city affected. By contrast, this paper identifies a third, hitherto overlooked, form of commemorative activity that emerged in the aftermath of the British Civil Wars: veterans’ commemorations marking a particular military engagement organised at parish level. Using the fragmentary evidence that survives, this paper traces the organisation, purpose, and significance of these events, and, in so doing, argues that these little documented occasions are revealing, both of the diverse ways in which early modern communities of memory might form and the broader commemorative culture of post-war England.

