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Use of Siege ruins in Colchester in the long nineteenth century.  
The siege of Colchester in 1648 saw heavy damage to many buildings in the town.   Generally, the Civil War failed to last in memory in the buildings in England, as Stephen Porter has argued that, ‘the memory of the destruction carried out during the Civil Wars gradually recedes with the passage of time as the process of rebuilding covered many of the scars’ (Porter: 2011, 117).  Yet, in Colchester, many buildings survived and carried with them the legacy of the conflict.  Focusing on the site and parish of St. Botolph’s from the mid eighteenth century to the end of the nineteenth, this paper will show how the parish dealt with the loss of their church and how the town remembered the siege and how it used the siege ruins.  Using the priory as a case study, this paper examines how the buildings in and around Colchester held a memory of the past and defined the town socially and politically up until the late twentieth century.  Buildings were incredibly important because they were symbols of Colchester’s identity in a society where fitting into the national identity was incredibly important.   Colchester defined itself by the buildings around it, and in the nineteenth century these sites became crucial in how the old market town defined itself to the wider nation.  Thus, this paper explores the memory of the British Civil Wars and how important sites were in maintaining and creating memories of the siege of 1648.
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