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Midlands4Cities interdisciplinary ‘Dialogue Days’

Cohort Development Fund opportunity open to all Arts and Humanities academic staff in M4C universities. 

Scope of scheme 

The Midlands4Cities Arts and Humanities Doctoral Training Partnership (M4C) is pleased to offer again for 2025 a research and training opportunity for all academic staff based within M4C universities. Building on the student-led Cohort Development Fund (CDF) activities which deliver a diverse programme of events bringing together arts and humanities doctoral researchers across the Midlands to participate in innovative workshops, symposia, and professional training, M4C invites applications for staff-led ‘Dialogue Days’.  
‘Dialogue Day’ proposals should facilitate research and training networks in ways that catalyse innovation in the arts and humanities across the eight universities of Midlands4Cities. Specifically, their purpose is to connect academic staff and doctoral researchers from across M4C to address a question or problem that extends and enriches interdisciplinary research culture in the Midlands. Dialogue Days will be devised by academic staff but should have a tangible research and training benefit for arts and humanities doctoral researchers (that include DTP and non-DTP funded researchers). 
M4C will fund four Dialogue Days in 2025 up to a maximum value of £2k each. Events must take place before 30th September 2025.

The guiding principle of the scheme is that the application and research/training activity must involve staff and doctoral researchers from more than one of the eight M4C universities. Staff should work in cross-institutional collaboration with a minimum of 2 universities involved in any application. Where appropriate, proposals can involve non-HEI partner organisations. The ‘Dialogue Day’ can be delivered either online or in person.  
M4C welcomes imaginative, innovative and inclusive applications. 
Proposals should catalyse areas of interdisciplinary strength within and between partner universities of Midlands4Cities and the theme can be determined by the applicants.  

Proposals may choose to engage with themes identified by the AHRC and M4C as priority areas such as: creative economy; conflict and societal change; design; digital humanities; gender and sexuality; material cultures; medical humanities; modern languages, multilingualism and translation culture; rights and transnational justice 

Alternatively, you may want to take inspiration from previous Dialogue Days and student-led events funded by cohort development fund with diverse models of delivery. 


2024 Dialogue days included:
	2024 Dialogue Days 

	’Immersion’ A one-day symposium on the topic of readerly immersion in literary reading.

	Publishing Reviews and Press Articles from Your Research  

	New approaches and methods in Memory Studies 

	 ‘”When Am I?’ Identities and Temporality in Cross-Disciplinary Perspective’  

	Working-Class Academics and Intersectionality: Improving ‘Routes Out’ Support for Doctoral Researchers



Timetable 

	12 November 2024 - Call for proposals 

	27 January 2025 (noon) - Deadline for proposals 

	10 February 2025 – Announcement of outcome 

	February 2025 – 30 September 2025 - Dialogue Day event must take place 



M4C Site Directors at your University are available to advise on the scheme if you wish to discuss ideas with them to help maximise collaborative opportunities (Site Director contact details see the end of the application form). 
 
The selection of the four ‘Dialogue Days’ will be made by the Midlands4Cities Director, Manager and representatives from the M4C Student Advisory Forum. Successful applications will be required to submit a Dialogue Day activity report after the event. 

What can be funded?  

The Cohort Development Fund supporting Dialogue Days can be used for: 

· Software platforms and licences to support online delivery  
· Travel, subsistence, accommodation and fees for external facilitators 
· Travel, accommodation and limited subsistence (in addition to venue catering) for M4C award-holders, and to otherwise-funded doctoral students in the Arts and Humanities to whom the event has been opened. 
· Purchase of essential consumables, such as materials for conference packs, that cannot be provided by the lead applicant’s own institution 
· Venue hire and catering 
 
The Cohort Development Fund cannot be used for: 
· Internal staff (meaning all staff employed by an M4C partner institution) costs or expenses 
· Any other costs normally met by university core funds 
 


Administrative Support and allocation of funds 

Local M4C Site Directors and administrators can assist with publicity, firstly amongst M4C Supervisors and across the partner institutions, depending on the event’s capacity and demand. However, the M4C Site Directors and administrators cannot provide resource to help organise the event. It is expected that applicants responding to this call can source administrative support at local level within their School, Department or Institute.  

M4C can support publicity by promoting the Dialogue Day on the Midlands4Cities Virtual Postgraduate Platform (VPP). 
 
Midlands4Cities will reimburse the total costs for the event up to a maximum value of £2,000. The full amount will be transferred to the home university of successful applicants who should arrange for an invoice to be raised by their institution and sent to c.thompson@nottingham.ac.uk the Midlands4Cities Finance Manager for approval and payment. 
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