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Between the Nestos and the Hebros rivers

Elektron by Dikaia and Maroneia on the Milesian standard
Silver on the Reduced Aeginetan of the cities of the Thasian Peraia 

Abdera issued triple staters and smaller fractions

Dikaia, staters and double staters

Maroneia, staters and fractions
The wine of Ismaros in Archilochos, Stryme

Sherds with inscriptions on the Parian-Thasian alphabet, that were excavated in the sanctuary of Apollo at Zone

Abdera and Dikaia in hoards buried in Egypt and the Levant 

Silver on the Reduced Aeginetan of the cities of the Thasian Peraia 

	
	Abdera
	Dikaia by Abdera
	Maroneia

	Triple staters
	31.00-29.00
	-
	-

	Double staters
	-
	Herakles’head/ incuse square

19.32-18.36
	-

	Staters
	-
	Same types 

9.95-9.65
	9.6-9.5

	Drachms
	-
	Same types 

2.10-1.86
	2.35-2.12

	Hemidrachms
	1.80
	-
	1.11

	Obols
	0.65
	0.55-0.46
	0.65

	Hemiobols
	0.35-0.30
	0.30-0.26
	-


Abdera: heaviest silver coins of the earliest series can be considered as the double of the city’s stater (so-called tetradrachm) of 14.90 g.

Dikaia and Maroneia on a standard with the heaviest coin at 7.4 g, the weight of the half-staters of Abdera, its half, fourth and fractions. Dikaia-by-Abdera abandoned minting big fractions, while Maroneia continued. Maroneia followed Abdera and adjusted the weight of its silver staters and fractions to its neighbor and rival, whose standard was originally a little bit heavier than Maroneia’s. 

Abdera, Dikaia by Abdera and Maroneia on the Chian standard
	
	Abdera
	Dikaia by Abdera
	Maroneia

	Staters (Tetradrachms)
	14.90
	-
	-

	Hemistaters (Didrachms)
	7.40 
	7.40-6.96
	7.40

	(Fourths) Drachms
	3.70
	3.70-3.45
	3.60-3.00

	Hemidrachms
	1.85
	1.90-1.50
	1.26-0.94

	Trihemiobols
	
	0.95-0.85
	


With a weight of 14.90 g I believe that the standard adopted by Abdera for the staters and all other fractions, and by Maroneia and Dikaia for their new series with reverse types was not the Chian standard as Roebuck proposed, but a reduced version of the Chian standard with 15.4 g for the stater. The links between Aegean Thrace and Ionia are well known; the cities of Aegean Thrace were colonies of significant Ionian cities. Maroneia was a colony of Chios, the richest and the most powerful city of Ionia in the late 6th century BC, while Abdera was founded by Chios’ closest neighbors, Klazomenai and Teos. Dikaia and Samothrace may be linked to Samos. Chios was a very significant center for trade and famous for its rich agricultural production and the big number of slaves. Abdera’s legendary wealth was most probably connected with the control of silver mines and slave trade. The adoption of the silver standard of Chios by the city of Abdera may be explained by trade links between these two cities that are also revealed by archaeological evidence: Chian pottery is of great significance at Abdera.

ICONOGRAPHY
Abdera: griffon as Teos the metropolis, Apollo and Dionysos

Dikaia: Herakles, Dikaia and Dikaios, roaster

Maroneia: horse, wild horses in the area down to the 1940s, types related to wine and Dionysos during the second half of the fifth century BC
Orthagoreia, a Macedonian foundation at the site of future Maroneia

