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ALEXANDER I AND THE BISALTI
Triple staters, staters and half-staters: common iconography and date

ICONOGRAPHY

Royal hunting, influence from Sermylia and Potidaea

Alexander I, the hunter on his horse and the dog

Perdikkas II and Amyntas III, the hunter on his horse, the lion and the wild-boar

The wolf, a reference also to Argos (Temenids of Argos)
The wild boar and Athen. (from Hegesander) 1.18

The “Illyrian” helmet, another reference to Argos (Temenids of Argos)
The ancestor of the royal house, Herakles, young or older, and his arms

The other ancestor, Dionysos, on a small silver of Perdikkas III, 

The eagle, a reference to Zeus : Archelaos, Amyntas III and Perdikkas III

The thunderbolt: Amyntas III and Perdikkas III

The head of Zeus: Philip II

The head of Apollo: Amyntas III and Philip II

A petasos wearing head of a young man and later a tainia wearing head of a young man

The goat, an influence from the area of Strymon and a reference to the kingdom’myth of foundation

A female head and a bull, an influence from the Xhalcidic peninsula

Weight standard(s): Milesian (reduced), a Chalcidic influence
Alexander I

Staters (Rider/ square and at a later stage forepart of goat):

12.40-13.40 g

Sixths or heavy tetrobols (full weight: rider/ square and later lion):
2.20-2.30 g

Sixths or light tetrobolos (low weight: horse/ Argive helmet): 

1.90-2.15 g

Twelves or trihemiobols (Forepart of horse/ square and later helmet; later series: horse and ivy leaf/ square):







0.90-1.05 g

Twenty fourths or obols (male head wearing petasos/ square):

ca. 0.60 g

Forty eighths or hemiobols (spearhead and later horse’s head/ square):
0.25-0.30 g
Of later date are also small fractions for which a terminology deriving from the obol system was adopted:  

Diobols (horse/ square or ΔΙΟΒ):




0.60-0.65 g 
Trihemiobols (forepart of horse or head with petasos / TRIH or TRIE):
0.41-0.45 g

Hemiobols (head with petasos/ square): 




0.25 g

Perdikkas II

Sixths or heavy tetrobols (full weight: rider/ square and later lion):
2.20-2.30 g

Sixths or light tetrobolos (low weight: horse/ Argive helmet): 

1.90-2.15 g

Diobols (horse)







1 g

Trihemiobols (forepart of horse or / TRIH or TRIE):


0.41-0.45 g

Obols (horse/ forepart of lion, ΠΕΡ)




0.6 g

Tritetartemoria (forepart of horse/ forepart of boar, ΠΕΡ)


0.45 g

Hemiobols (horse’s head/ lion’s head, ΠΕ):
 


0.25 g

From Archelaos to Perdikkas III

Staters 








+ 10 g
Fifths or tetrobols






2.2 g
Diobols








1 g
Obols








0.5 g
Hemiobols







0.20 g
Bronze coins in three denominations and under Perdikkas III in four

CIRCULATION 

Royal coins in all hoards and excavations with two exceptions CH VIII 58 (Pella: 383 BC), Pydna (383 BC)

Triple staters and staters of Alexander I in hoards buried in the East: IGCH 1182, 1482, 1790; CH IX 437

Heavy tetrobols of Perdikkas II in hoards and excavations from the Chalcidic peninsula

Amyntas III in the Chalcidic peninsula, a hoard (IGCH 370) and bronze coins

Timber and Mines

Pangaion area under Alexander I and Philip II

Hdt. 5.17: Ἐπέμποντο δὲ οὗτοι παρὰ Ἀμύντην αἰτήσοντες γῆν τε καὶ ὕδωρ Δαρείῳ βασιλέϊ. Ἔστι δὲ ἐκ τῆς Πρασιάδος λίμνης σύντομος κάρτα ἐς τὴν Μακεδονίην· πρῶτον μὲν γὰρ ἔχεται τῆς λίμνης τὸ μέταλλον ἐξ οὗ ὕστερον τούτων τάλαντον ἀργυρίου Ἀλε ξάνδρῳ ἡμέρης ἑκάστης ἐφοίτα, μετὰ δὲ τὸ μέταλλον Δύσωρον καλεόμενον ὄρος ὑπερβάντι εἶναι ἐν Μακεδονίῃ.
Plut., Cimon 14.2-5: ἐκ δὲ τούτου Θασίους μὲν ἀποστάντας Ἀθηναίων κατα ναυμαχήσας, τρεῖς καὶ τριάκοντα ναῦς ἔλαβε καὶ τὴν πόλιν ἐξεπολιόρκησε, καὶ τὰ χρυσεῖα τὰ πέραν Ἀθη ναίοις προσεκτήσατο, καὶ χώραν ἧς ἐπῆρχον Θάσιοι παρέλαβεν. ἐκεῖθεν δὲ ῥᾳδίως ἐπιβῆναι Μακεδονίας καὶ πολλὴν ἀποτεμέσθαι παρασχὸν ὡς ἐδόκει, μὴ θελήσας αἰ τίαν ἔσχε δώροις ὑπὸ τοῦ βασιλέως Ἀλεξάνδρου συμ πεπεῖσθαι, καὶ δίκην ἔφυγε τῶν ἐχθρῶν συστάντων ἐπ᾽ αὐτόν. ἀπολογούμενος δὲ πρὸς τοὺς δικαστάς, οὐκ Ἰώνων ἔφη προξενεῖν οὐδὲ Θεσσαλῶν πλουσίων ὄντων ὥσπερ ἑτέρους, ἵνα θεραπεύωνται καὶ λαμβάνωσιν, ἀλλὰ Λακεδαιμονίων, μιμούμενος καὶ ἀγαπῶν τὴν παρ᾽ αὐ τοῖς εὐτέλειαν καὶ σωφροσύνην, ἧς οὐδένα προτιμᾶν πλοῦτον, ἀλλὰ πλουτίζων ἀπὸ τῶν πολεμίων τὴν πόλιν ἀγάλλεσθαι.
Thuc. 1.58.2: Perdikkas and the lake Bolbe
Archelaos hunting in the area of Bormiskos
X. HG 5.3.2: autonomoi thrakes
Philip II
D.S. 16.8.6-7: μετὰ δὲ ταῦτα παρελθὼν ἐπὶ πόλιν Κρηνίδας ταύτην μὲν   ἐπαυξήσας οἰκητόρων πλήθει μετωνόμασε Φιλίππους, ἀφ᾽ἑαυτοῦ προσαγορεύσας, τὰ δὲ κατὰ τὴν πόλιν χρύσεια μέταλλα παντελῶς ὄντα λιτὰ καὶ ἄδοξα ταῖς κατασκευαῖς ἐπὶ τοσοῦτον ηὔξησεν ὥστε δύνασθαι φέρειν αὐτῷ πρόσοδον πλεῖον ἢ ταλάντων χιλίων. ἐκ δὲ τούτων ταχὺ σωρεύσας πλοῦτον αἰεὶ μᾶλλον διὰ τὴν εὐπορίαν τῶν χρημάτων εἰς ὑπεροχὴν μεγάλην ἤγαγε τὴν Μακεδονικὴν βασιλείαν· νόμισμα γὰρ χρυσοῦν κόψας τὸ προσαγορευθὲν ἀπ᾽ ἐκείνου Φιλίππειον μισθοφόρων τε δύναμιν ἀξιόλογον συνεστήσατο καὶ τῶν Ἑλλήνων πολλοὺς διὰ τούτου προετρέψατο προδότας γενέσθαι τῶν πατρίδων.
Timber – a royal monopoly: literary and epigraphic evidence see PSOMA in MHR 2015
Alexander I (?)
Hdt. 8.136: Μαρδόνιος δὲ ἐπιλεξάμενος ὅ τι δὴ λέγοντα ἦν τὰ χρηστήρια, μετὰ ταῦτα ἔπεμψε ἄγγελον ἐς Ἀθήνας Ἀλέξανδρον τὸν Ἀμύντεω ἄνδρα Μακεδόνα, ἅμα μὲν ὅτι οἱ προσκηδέες οἱ Πέρσαι ἦσαν (Ἀλεξάνδρου γὰρ ἀδελφεὴν Γυγαίην, Ἀμύντεω δὲ θυγατέρα, Βουβάρης ἀνὴρ Πέρσης ἔσχε, ἐκ τῆς οἱ ἐγεγόνεε Ἀμύντης ὁ ἐν τῇ Ἀσίῃ, ἔχων [τὸ] οὔνομα τὸ τοῦ μητροπάτορος, τῷ δὴ ἐκ βασιλέος τῆς Φρυγίης ἐδόθη Ἀλάβαστρα πόλις μεγάλη νέμεσθαι), ἅμα δὲ ὁ Μαρδόνιος πυθόμενος ὅτι πρόξεινός τε εἴη <ἐκεῖ> καὶ εὐεργέτης ὁ Ἀλέξανδρος ἔπεμπε.

Perdikkas II

Hermippos, PCG V (Berlin 1986) 592 frg. 63 l. 4-9: ἐκ μὲν Κυρήνης καυλὸν καὶ δέρμα βόειον· ἐκ δ᾽ Ἑλλησπόντου σκόμβρους καὶ πάντα ταρίχη· ἐκ δ᾽ αὖ Ἰταλίας χόνδρον καὶ πλευρὰ βόεια· καὶ παρὰ Σιτάλκου ψώραν Λακεδαιμονίοισι καὶ παρὰ Περδίκκου ψεύδη ναυσὶν πάνυ πολλαῖς. αἱ δὲ Συράκουσαι σῦς καὶ τυρὸν παρέχουσιν.

IG I3 89 between Athens and Perdiccas III
IG I3 117: Athens honors Archelaos (also praised by Thucydides)
Amyntas III and the Chalcidians of Thrace see Hatzopoulos 1996 Epigr. Appendix no 1: late 390s

IG II2 102: treaty between Athens and Amyntas III (and his son Alexander II)
Significant number of small fractions

