ART AND ARCHITECTURE IN ASIA MINOR

VACATION READING LIST

Description: 

This module will look at the art and architecture of the major Greek cities in Asia Minor - including Ephesus, Pergamum, Aphrodisias and Halicarnassus - from the sixth century B.C. through to the fourth century A.D. In term one we will cover the Archaic to the Hellenistic periods (c. 6th C to 1st C B.C.). A major theme throughout the course will be the relationships between the Greek cities of Asia Minor and neighbouring powers – Lydia, Lycia and Persia – as well as their interaction with foreign powers such as the Hellenistic monarchs and (esp. in Term 2) Rome. We shall look at the influence such relationships had on the commissioning of buildings and the artists and techniques employed on them.

Preparation during the summer:

In order to prepare for the module, it is a good idea to do some preparatory reading during the summer.
Your preparation should focus on two areas. Please complete both of these before week 1, when we will discuss your findings.
1) Familiarise yourself with the different styles of Greek art, and the orders of architecture.

· Make sure you know the differences between archaic, classical and Hellenistic styles of art 
· the Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian orders of architecture:

The following chapters in T. J. Smith and D. Plantzos eds., A Companion to Greek Art (Wiley-Blackwell, 2012, available as e-book via library catalogue) give useful introductions. 

D. Damaskos, ‘Free-standing and Relief Sculpture’, ch, 5

M. Yeroulanou, ‘Architecture in city and Sanctuary’, ch 6.

V. Köse, ‘Asia Minor’, ch. 17.

If you want to buy a reference book (no obligation), any of the following would be useful
J. Boardman, Greek Art (Thames and Hudson, World of Art, 5th edition) c. £13

R. Osborne, Archaic and Classical Greek Art (Oxford History of Art) .c £15-20

R. A. Tomlinson, Greek and Roman Architecture (British Museum Press, c. £10)
2) Familiarise yourself with the history of Asia Minor during the Archaic-Hellenistic periods, including the roles played by the coastal cities of Asia Minor during episodes such as the Persian Wars and the conquests of Alexander the Great:  

Read: 
Herodotus, The Histories (available in penguin translation, or on the web: 

http://perseus.csad.ox.ac.uk look for Herodotus in Greek texts):

Read Herodotus Book 1.1-177 (more if you like!) AND
R. Osborne, Greece in the Making, p.300-325 and epilogue, check also ‘Ionia’ in index (e-book)

M. Waters, Ancient Persia, A concise History of the Achaemenid Empire, 550-330 BCE. Ch. 5 ‘Darius the Great King’, esp 82-91 on Ionian revolt. 

Make notes on the following questions:

· In what ways did the Greeks of Asia Minor interact with their neighbours – especially the Lydian kings (Eg Croesus) and Persia.

· How was art and architecture in Greek cities used and affected by these external powers? Write down some examples.

· How do the Greek cities of Asia Minor fit into the connections between Greece and the Greek mainland and Persia, especially in the lead up to the Persian Wars?

· Write a list of the main Greek cities of Asia Minor, and their most important neighbours 

Additional preparation if you’re feeling keen…..
Visit the British Museum website (or the Museum if you live close enough – but we will also have a trip in week 6) and find out about the following:
· The Nereid Monument

· The Mausoleum of Halikarnassos

· Harpy Tomb and other Lycian tombs

· The Temple of Artemis at Ephesos

**Date for your diaries: There will be a trip to the British Museum during reading week (w/c Monday 9/11) which is a compulsory part of the module. Please do NOT plan holiday for this week! The precise date and times will be confirmed at the start of term.**  
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