Warwick Classics Network Teachers Day 1° July
Greek Religion - Professor Michael Scott
1. Belief in the Gods: Herodotus Histories 1.47-55:

And when he sent to test these shrines he gave the Lydians these instructions: they were to
keep track of the time from the day they left Sardis, and on the hundredth day inquire of
the oracles what Croesus, king of Lydia, son of Alyattes, was doing then; then they were to
write down whatever the oracles answered and bring the reports back to him. Now none
relate what answer was given by the rest of the oracles. But at Delphi no sooner had the
Lydians entered the hall to inquire of the god and asked the question with which they were
entrusted, than the Pythian priestess uttered the following hexameter verses:

“I know the number of the grains of sand and the extent of the sea,
And understand the mute and hear the voiceless.

The smell has come to my senses of a strong-shelled tortoise
Boiling in a cauldron together with a lamb's flesh,

Under which is bronze and over which is bronze.”

Having written down this inspired utterance of the Pythian priestess, the Lydians went back
to Sardis. When the others as well who had been sent to various places came bringing their
oracles, Croesus then unfolded and examined all the writings. Some of them in no way
satisfied him. But when he read the Delphian message, he acknowledged it with worship
and welcome, considering Delphi as the only true place of divination, because it had
discovered what he himself had done. For after sending his envoys to the oracles, he had
thought up something which no conjecture could discover, and carried it out on the
appointed day: namely, he had cut up a tortoise and a lamb, and then boiled them in a
cauldron of bronze covered with a lid of the same.

Such, then, was the answer from Delphi delivered to Croesus. As to the reply which the
Lydians received from the oracle of Amphiaraus when they had followed the due custom of
the temple, | cannot say what it was, for nothing is recorded of it, except that Croesus
believed that from this oracle too he had obtained a true answer.

After this, he tried to win the favor of the Delphian god with great sacrifices. He offered up
three thousand beasts from all the kinds fit for sacrifice, and on a great pyre burnt couches
covered with gold and silver, golden goblets, and purple cloaks and tunics; by these means
he hoped the better to win the aid of the god, to whom he also commanded that every
Lydian sacrifice what he could. [2] When the sacrifice was over, he melted down a vast store
of gold and made ingots of it, the longer sides of which were of six and the shorter of three
palms' length, and the height was one palm. There were a hundred and seventeen of these.
Four of them were of refined gold, each weighing two talents and a half; the rest were of
gold with silver alloy, each of two talents' weight. [3] He also had a figure of a lion made of
refined gold, weighing ten talents. When the temple of Delphi was burnt, this lion fell from
the ingots which were the base on which it stood; and now it is in the treasury of the



Corinthians, but weighs only six talents and a half, for the fire melted away three and a half
talents.

The Lydians who were to bring these gifts to the temples were instructed by Croesus to
inquire of the oracles whether he was to send an army against the Persians and whether he
was to add an army of allies. [2] When the Lydians came to the places where they were
sent, they presented the offerings, and inquired of the oracles, in these words: “Croesus,
king of Lydia and other nations, believing that here are the only true places of divination
among men, endows you with such gifts as your wisdom deserves. And now he asks you
whether he is to send an army against the Persians, and whether he is to add an army of
allies.” Such was their inquiry; and the judgment given to Croesus by each of the two oracles
was the same: namely, that if he should send an army against the Persians he would destroy
a great empire. And they advised him to discover the mightiest of the Greeks and make
them his friends.

When the divine answers had been brought back and Croesus learned of them, he was very
pleased with the oracles. So, altogether expecting that he would destroy the kingdom of
Cyrus, he sent once again to Pytho and endowed the Delphians, whose number he had
learned, with two gold staters apiece. The Delphians, in return, gave Croesus and all Lydians
the right of first consulting the oracle, exemption from all charges, the chief seats at
festivals, and perpetual right of Delphian citizenship to whoever should wish it.

After his gifts to the Delphians, Croesus made a third inquiry of the oracle, for he wanted to
use it to the full, having received true answers from it; and the question which he asked was
whether his sovereignty would be of long duration. To this the Pythian priestess answered
as follows: “When the Medes have a mule as king, Just fhen, tender-footed Lydian, by the
stone-strewn Hermus Flee and do not stay, and do not be ashamed to be a coward.”

2. Belief in the Gods: Xenophon Anabasis 7.8

Eucleides congratulated Xenophon upon his safe return, and asked him how much gold he
had got. He replied, swearing to the truth of the statement that he would not have even
enough money to pay his travelling expenses on the way home unless he would sell his
horse and what he had about his person.....

Then Eucleides said “Yes Zeus the Merciful (Zeus meilichios) is an obstacle in your way”, and
asked him whether he had yet sacrificed to him “just as at home”, “where | was wont to
offer the sacrifices for you and with whole victims.” Xenophon replied that not since he left
home had he sacrificed to that god. Eucleides, accordingly, advised him to sacrifice just as
he used to do, and said that it would be to his advantage. And the next day, upon coming to
Ophrynium, Xenophon proceeded to sacrifice, offering whole victims of swine after the
custom of his fathers, and he obtained favourable omens. In fact, on that very day Bion and
Nausicleides arrived with money to give to the army and were entertained by Xenophon,
and they redeemed his horse, which he had sold at Lampsacus for 50 daries — for the
suspected that he had sold it for want of money, since they heard he was fond of the horse

—gave it back to him, and would not accept from him the price of it.”



3. Belief in the Gods: Theophrastus’ Characters (Section 16) ‘The Superstitious Man’

‘The superstitious man is the sort who washes his hands, sprinkles himself with water from
a shrine, sprinkles himself with water from a shrine, puts a sprig of laurel in his mouth and
walks around that way all day. If a weasal crosses his path, he goes no further until someone
passes between them, or he throws three stones over the road. If he sees a snake in his
house, he invokes Sabazios if it is a cheek snake, but if it is a holy one, he immediately
founds a hero shrine on the spot.

When he passes the oiled stones at the crossroads, he drenches them with olive oil from his
flask, kneels and prostrates himself before he departs. If a mouse eats a hole in a sack of
barley, he visits the theologian and asks what he should do; if the answer is to give it to the
tailor to be patched he pays no attention, but hurries off and performs an expiation.

He is apt to purify his house frequently, claiming Hekate has bewitched it. If owls hoot as he
passes by he becomes agitated, and says “Mighty Athena” before he goes on. He refuses to
step on a gravestone, view a corpse or visit a woman in childbirth, and says it’s the best
policy for him not to incur pollution.

On the fourth and seventh of every month he order his household to boil some wine, then
goes out and buys myrtle, frankincense, and cakes, comes back home and spends all day
putting wreaths on the Hermaphrodites.

Whenever he has a dream, he visits the dream analysts or the prophets or the omen-
readers to ask to which god or goddess he should pray. He goes to the Initiators of Orpheus
every month to be inducted with his wife — if she has no time, he takes his children and their
wet nurse. When people are sprinkling themselves carefully at the seaside, he would seem
to be among them. If he ever notices someone at the crossroads wreathed in garlic, he goes
away, takes a shower, summons priestesses and orders a deluxe purification by sea-onion or
dog. If he sees a madman or epileptic he shudders, and spits down at his chest.

4. Belief in the Gods: Dodona consultation tablets:
SEG 43.323: “Whether it would be better for me if | go to Sybaris and if I do these things?”

SEG 43.325: “About possessions and a place to live; whether it would be better for him and
his children and his wife in Kroton?

SEG 15.396: “Would | do better if | took a wife?”

SGDI 1561a: “Herakleides asks Zeus and Dione for good fortune and asks the god about
offspring. Will there be any from Aigle the wife he has now?

SGDI 1559: “Kleouts asks Zeus and Dione if it will be better and more profitable for him if he
keeps cattle?”

SGDI 1583: “God. To good fortune. Hippostratos asks Zeus Naios and Dione whether he
would not do better if he became a ship owner?”



SEG 15.389: “What will happen to me if | leave? Shall | make it happen?” REVERSE SIDE (the
response): “The woman remains!”

SGDI 1561b: “Nikokrateia asks by sacrificing to which of the gods would she do better and
be relieved of her disease?”

SGDI 1589: “Shall I request citizenship this year or not”?
Ep. Chron. 1935.259, 32: “Did Thorpion steal the silver?”
Section 2: Extent to which religious practice was local, personal and /or panhellenic

1. Sacred Law from Cyrene (4" century BC) — Rhodes and Osborne 2007. No. 97 (see
attached text).

Section 3: Personal Experience of the Divine

1. Aesclepius Acts of Healing (4" century BC) — Rhodes and Osborne 2007. No. 102.
(see attached text).
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Q7. SACRED LAW FROM CYRENE, LATE FOURTH CENTURY
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Apollo issued an oracle: [the Cyrenacans] shall inhabit Libya for

ever, observing purifications and abstinences and tithes.

(i) If sickness or famine or death visit the land or the city, sacrifice a

red billy goat in front of the gate, opposite the Shrine of Aversion, to
Apollo the Averter.

(i) Wood g1

the price, }ou may use the wood for sacred and for secular and for

growing in a sanctuary: provided that you pay the god
unclean purposes.
(iii) A man coming from a woman, having slept with her by night,
may sacrifice whatever he wishes. [fhe has sleptwith her by day, once
he has washed, he may go - wherever he wishes, except to
(iv) The woman who gives birth pollutes the house. She pollutes
anyone within the house, but she does not pollute anyone outside
the house, unless he comes inside. Any person who is inside will he
defiled tor three days, but he will ; not pass on the pollution to another,
no matter where this person goes

! Right to participate Is g1 dn[cd to anyone, either pure or profane,
with regard to . \I\den[w Exceptin the case of the man Battus the
founder, and the Tritopateres and in the case of Onymastus the Del-
phian, in the case of any other man that has died | there 1s no right o
participate for a pure man; but in the case of the s acred ones, there iy
aright to participate for anvone,
) If someone sacrifices at an altar a vietim which it s not custom-
ary to sacrifice, he is to remove from the altar the fat that remains
and wash it away, and remove from the sanc tuary the rest of the filch,
and take away the ash from the altar and the fire (o a pure place, and
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