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HERODOTUS – CAMBYSES II AND THE INVASION OF EGYPT
Reasons why Cambyses invaded Egypt
[bookmark: _GoBack]3.1 Cyrus' son Cambyses was leading an army of his subjects against Amasis (King of Egypt) for the following reason. Cambyses asked Amasis for his daughter’s hand in marriage. Amasis, intimidated by the power of Persia and frightened, could neither give his daughter nor refuse her; for he knew well that Cambyses was not going to take her as his wife but as his lover. After considering the matter, he did as follows. There was a daughter of the former king Apries, and her name was Nitetis; this girl Amasis dressed with clothes and gold and sent to Cambyses as his own daughter. But after a time in Persia with Cambyses, the girl said to him, “O King, you do not understand how you have been made a fool of by Amasis, who dressed me in finery and sent me to you as his own daughter, when I am in fact the daughter of Apries, the ruler Amasis revolted from with the Egyptians and killed.” This made Cambyses, furiously angry, against Egypt. So the Persians say.
3.3 Then Cassandane, Cyrus' wife, said “Although I am the mother of such children, Cyrus dishonors me and honors his new woman from Egypt.” So she spoke in her bitterness against Nitetis; and Cambyses, the eldest of her sons, said, “Then, mother, when I am grown up, I will turn all Egypt upside down.” When he said this, he was about ten years old, and the women were amazed; but he kept it in mind, and it was thus that when he grew up and became king, he made the campaign against Egypt.
Cambyses’ treatment of Psammetichus after his victory:
3.14 – Cambyses himself felt some pity, and he ordered that Psammenitus' son be spared from those that were to be executed, and that Psammenitus himself be brought before him. Those that went for him found that the son was no longer alive, but had been the first to be slaughtered; but they brought Psammenitus up and led him to Cambyses; and there he lived, and no violence was done him for the rest of his 
3.15 - But as it was, Psammenitus plotted evil and got his reward; for he was caught raising a revolt among the Egyptians; and when Cambyses heard of it, Psammenitus drank bull's blood1 and died. Such was his death.
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