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[bookmark: _GoBack]§2. I am Darius, the Great King, king of kings, king of lands, containing many men, king of this great earth far and wide, son of Hystapes, an Achaemenid, a Persian, son of a Persian, an Aryan, having Aryan lineage.

§3. Darius the king says: ‘By the favour of Ahura Mazda (Persian God) these are the countries which I seized outside Persia: I ruled over them, they brought me tribute. They did what I told them. My law held them firm. Media, Elam, Parthia, Aria, Bactria, Sogdiana, Chorasmia, Drangiana, Arachosia, Sattagydia, Gandara, Sind, Amyrgian Scythians, Scythians with pointed caps, Babylonia, Assyria, Arabia, Egypt, Armenia, Cappadocia, Sardis, Ionia, Scythians from across the sea, Skudra, Petasos - wearing Ionians, Libyans, Ethiopians, men from Maka, Carians.’

§4. Darius the king says: ‘When Ahura Mazda saw this earth in commotion, he thereafter bestowed it upon me, he made me king. By the favour of Ahura Mazda I subdued it; they did what I said, as was my desire. If now you should think “How many are the countries which Darius the king held?”, look at the sculptures of those who bear the throne, then you will know. Then it will become known to you: the spear of the Persian man has gone far. Then shall it become known to you: a Persian man has given battle far indeed from Persia.’

§5. Darius the King says: ‘That which has been done, all that I did by the will of Ahura Mazda. Ahura Mazda brought me aid, until I had done the work. May Ahura Mazda protect me from harm, and my royal house, and this land. This I pray of Ahura Mazda, this may Ahura Mazda give me.’

§6. O man, that which is the command of Ahura Mazda, let it not seem wrong to you. Do not leave the right path, do not rise in rebellion!
§4. I reward the man who seeks to contribute according to his efforts; I punish him who does harm, according to the harm done; I do not wish that a man should do harm; nor do I wish that, if he should do harm, he should not be punished.
§5. What a man says against a man, does not convince me, until I hear the testimony of both.
§9. I am trained in my hands and in my feet; as a horseman, I am a good horseman; as a bowman, I am a good bowman, both on foot and on horseback; as a spearman, I am a good spearman, both on foot and on horseback.
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