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GCSE Ancient History Assessment 4
The Reign of King Xerxes


2. Outline the main features of the Battle of Thermopylae.
6 marks


3. Using details from Passage A and your own knowledge, what can we learn about the nature of the relationship between Xerxes and the men in his armed forces?
10 marksPASSAGE A:
Xerxes was furiously angry. ‘You miserable fellow.’ he cried, ‘have you the face to mention your son, when I, in person, am marching to the war against Greece with my sons and brothers… – you, my slave, whose duty it was to come with me with every member of your house… When you did me good service, and offered more, you cannot boast that you were more generous than I; and now your punishment will be less than your rudeness deserves. You and four of your sons are saved by the entertainment you gave me; but you shall pay with the life of the fifth…’. Having answered Pythius in these words Xerxes at once gave orders that the men to whom such duties fell should find Pythius’ eldest son and cut him in half and put the two halves on each side of the road, for the army to march out between them.
Herodotus, Histories 7.39



4. Using details from Passage A and your own knowledge, explain how different the relationship between Xerxes and his people was to that of the other Achaemenid Kings.
15 marks


5. ‘Xerxes sought to continue the work and policies of Darius in every way.’ How far do you agree with this view?
20 marks + 5 SPaG
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