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Sources Handout


Women in Antiquity Text Sources
Athenian Women
Lysias, Against Simon, 6
“Hearing that the boy was at my house, he came there at night in a drunken state, broke down the doors, and entered the women’s rooms: within were my sister and my nieces, whose lives have been so well-ordered that they are ashamed to be seen even by their kinsmen.”
· Context: Lawcourt Speech.
· c. 394 BC
Aristotle, Politics (1254b2)
Again, as between male and female the former is by nature superior and ruler, the latter is inferior and subject. And this must hold good of mankind in general.
· Context: Political Philosophy.
· 4th Century BC
XENOPHON, OECONOMICUS 7, 24-26
To the woman, since he has made her body less capable of such endurance, I take it that the god has assigned the indoor tasks. And knowing that he had created in the woman, and had imposed on her, the nurture of the newborns, he meted out to her a larger portion of affection for newborns than to the man.
· Context: Philosophical Dialogue. Man Speaking about/to his wife. Fiction.
· c. 362 BC
Xenophon, Oeconomicus 7, 35-37
Your duty will be to stay indoors and dispatch those slaves whose work is outside, and superintend those who are to work indoors, and to receive what comes in and dispense as much of it as must be spent, and watch over as much as is to be kept in reserve, and take care that the amount stored up for a year is not spent in a month. 
· Context: Philosophical Dialogue, Man Speaking about/to his wife. Fiction. 
· c. 362 BC
Aristotle, Politics (1260a24)
For instance, the poet singles out ‘silence’ as ‘bringing credit to a woman’; but that is not so for a man. This is the method of assessment we should always follow.
· Context: Political Philosophy.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]4th Century BC
Lysias, On the Murder of Eratosthenes, 6-7
When I, Athenians, decided to marry, and brought a wife into my house, for some time I was disposed neither to vex her nor to leave her too free to do just as she pleased; I kept a watch on her as far as possible, with such observation of her as was reasonable. But when a child was born to me, thenceforward I began to trust her, and placed all my affairs in her hands, presuming that we were now in perfect intimacy. It is true that in the early days, Athenians, she was the most excellent of wives; she was a clever, frugal housekeeper, and kept everything in the nicest order.
· Context: Lawcourt Speech.
· 445 BC – c. 380 BC
Spartan Women
Xenophon, Constitution of the Lacedaemonians, I.6
He believed motherhood to be the most important function of freeborn woman. Therefore, in the first place, he insisted on physical training for the female no less than for the male sex: moreover, he instituted races and trials of strength for women competitors as for men, believing that if both parents are strong they produce more vigorous offspring.
· Context: Treatise (teaching) attributed to Xenophon
· 378 – c. 375 BC
Aristotle, Politics (1269b12-23)
1. ‘the lack of control over Spartan women is detrimental both to the attainment of the aims of the constitution and to the happiness of the state’
2. ‘…at Sparta women live in temperately, enjoying every licence and indulging in every luxury.’
3. ‘…where in the days of their [Sparta’s] supremacy a great deal was managed by women.’
4. ‘Boldness is not a quality useful in any of the affairs of daily life…’
· Context: Political Philosophy, criticising the Spartan constitution.
· 4th Century BC
Women’s occupation 
Demosthenes, Against Eubulides, 30-31
With regard to my mother (for they make her too a reproach against me) I will speak, and will call witnesses to support my statements. And yet, men of Athens, in reproaching us with service in the market Eubulides has acted, not only contrary to your decree, but also contrary to the laws which declare that anyone who makes business in the market a reproach against any male or female citizen shall be liable to the penalties for evil-speaking. We on our part acknowledge that we sell ribbons and do not live in the manner we could wish, and if in your eyes, Eubulides, this is a sign that we are not Athenians, I shall prove to you the very opposite—that it is not permitted to any alien to do business in the market.
· Context: Law Court Speech, A man’s citizenship is questioned because his mother works selling ribbons in the Agora.
· 382-322 BC
Women and the Law
Aeschines, Against Timarchus, 183
And Solon, the most famous of lawgivers, has written in ancient and solemn manner concerning orderly conduct on the part of the women. For the woman who is taken in the act of adultery he does not allow to adorn herself, nor even to attend the public sacrifices, lest by mingling with innocent women she corrupt them. But if she does attend, or does adorn herself, he commands that any man who meets her shall tear off her garments, strip her of her ornaments, and beat her (only he may not kill or maim her); for the lawgiver seeks to disgrace such a woman and make her life not worth the living.
· Context: Lawcourt Speech
· 346/5 BC
Plutarch, Lives Solon, 23
‘But in general, Solon’s laws concerning women seem very absurd. For instance, he permitted an adulterer caught in the act to be killed; but if a man committed rape upon a free woman, he was merely to be fined a hundred drachmas; and if he gained his end by persuasion, twenty drachmas, unless it were with one of those who sell themselves openly, meaning of course the courtesans. For these go openly to those who offer them their price. Still further, no man is allowed to sell a daughter or a sister, unless he finds that she is no longer a virgin.’
· Context: Biographical account, written A LOT later than when Solon lived.
· Early 2nd Century AD
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