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• Finding data sources

• Examples of data sources from Warwick’s collections and beyond

• Using archive collections

• Finding further analysis tools
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• Cultural Collections

• Open Data Sets

• Search Tools

• Guides

Finding Datasets

• Libraries

• Archives

• Museums

https://www.europeana.eu/en
https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://archive.org/
https://www.gutenberg.org/


• Cultural Collections

• Open Data Sets

• Search Tools

• Guides

Finding Datasets

https://www.data.gov.uk/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/open-data-hub/
https://landregistry.data.gov.uk/
https://geoportal.statistics.gov.uk/
https://ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://data.europa.eu/en


• Cultural Collections

• Open Data Sets

• Search Tools

• Guides

Finding Datasets

https://datasetsearch.research.google.com/
https://datasetsearch.research.google.com/


• Cultural Collections

• Open Data Sets

• Search Tools

• Guides

Finding Datasets

https://go.exlibris.link/sVG16q2b
https://go.exlibris.link/Ddnrd0YL
https://openhumanitiesdata.metajnl.com/


Text Based Data Sources

http://0-gdc.galegroup.com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/gdc/artemis?p=GDCS&u=warwick
https://0-www-massobservationproject-amdigital-co-uk.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/
http://0-www.eastindiacompany.amdigital.co.uk.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/
https://search.proquest.com/lgbtma/index?accountid=14888
http://0-www.perditamanuscripts.amdigital.co.uk.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/
http://0-www.empire.amdigital.co.uk.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/
http://0-www.archivesdirect.amdigital.co.uk.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/CP_Africa
https://search.proquest.com/pq1lit/index?accountid=14888
https://search.proquest.com/eebo/Shibboleth?accountid=14888




Images

• May be photographs/digital images or 
scans of other material 

• Consider image metadata e.g. analysis 
based on subject terms in metadata

http://0-library.artstor.org.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/library/welcome.html
http://0-library.artstor.org.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/library/welcome.html
http://0-go.galegroup.com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/gdsc/start.do?p=GDSC&u=warwick&authCount=1
https://0-www-grandtour-amdigital-co-uk.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/Default.aspx
https://www.flickr.com/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page


• Some sites have APIs for export of data e.g.

• DPLA https://pro.dp.la/developers

• Europeana https://pro.europeana.eu/page/apis

• Trove https://trove.nla.gov.au/about/create-something/using-api

Images – Museum/cultural institution collections

https://pro.dp.la/developers
https://pro.europeana.eu/page/apis
https://trove.nla.gov.au/about/create-something/using-api


GIS – Ordnance Survey

• British National Grid maps (1943 to 1996)
• Selected Town Plan maps (1848 and 1939)

https://digimap.edina.ac.uk/


Box of Broadcasts

https://login.learningonscreen.ac.uk/wayfless.php?entityID=https%3A%2F%2Fidp.warwick.ac.uk%2Fidp%2Fshibboleth&target=https%3A%2F%2Flearningonscreen.ac.uk%2Fondemand


TRILT

http://bufvc.ac.uk/tvandradio/trilt/




Proquest Historical Newspapers

https://0-search-proquest-com.pugwash.lib.warwick.ac.uk/news?accountid=14888


Archives:
What, Where and How?



What are archives?

• Records created in the course of normal daily activities

• Created for a specific purpose at the time

• Kept on a permanent basis

• Wide variety of formats:
• Minutes and reports
• Financial papers
• Letters and diaries
• Research papers
• Interviews
• Surveys, maps and plans
• Photographs
• Posters
• Film/video/audio
• Publications/grey literature
• Ephemera
• Born-digital



Where do I find archives?

• UK national, local and specialist 
repositories

• The National Archives (TNA) and British 
Library

• City and county archives
• University archives (including MRC) –

various subject specialisms
• Other archives  - businesses, charities, 

religious, hospitals, associations, private, 
personal/family

• European and international collections

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/research_guides/elsewhere/

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/research_guides/elsewhere/


Online archive portals: UK and 
Europe

• The National Archives 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
• Discovery catalogue

• Postgraduate archival skills training               
(PAST) – records, skills, intro sessions

• Archives Hub 
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/

• Archives Portal Europe  
https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/
https://www.archivesportaleurope.net/


Digitised resources

• MRC: over 250,000 images digitised so far 
(less than 2% of 15km!)
• https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/archive

s_online/

• https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/studyin
g/docs/

• TNA online collections: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-
your-research/

• British Library: 
https://www.bl.uk/learning/online-resources

• Europeana
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en 21

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/archives_online/
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/archives_online/
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/studying/docs/
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/studying/docs/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/
https://www.bl.uk/learning/online-resources
https://www.europeana.eu/portal/en


Warwick University Library: 
Special Collections 

• Rare print collections held at MRC 
– search Library catalogue

• 15,000 rare and early publications 
from 16th century.

• Religion

• Travel

• Tracts and speeches

• Memoirs and biographies

• Italian history, literature and fine art 
(Weiss & Hutton)

• German cinema



Tips for finding 
and using 
archives
• Reading room rules!

• Opening hours and retrieval times

• Reference Numbers

• GDPR/FOI access restrictions

• Copyright and permissions

• Context and Content 

• T..I..M..E..

• Expect the unexpected!

• Audio-visual sources?

• Born-digital sources?

• Citations and permissions



Get help from the MRC!

• One to one advice on searching, 
finding and using archives here 
and elsewhere

• Website: 
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library
/mrc/

• Email: archives@warwick.ac.uk

• Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/MRCWarwick

https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/mrc/
mailto:archives@warwick.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/MRCWarwick


• Build data sets

• From Gale collections or other via personal library

• Clean data

• Correct, replace, remove etc.

• Analyse content

• Term frequencies, NER, Ngrams, topic modelling etc.

Data Analysis Tools

https://go.gale.com/ps/start.do?p=DSLAB&u=warwick


Data Analysis Tools

• Text and data analytics service from 
JSTOR Labs.

• Analyse content

• Learn analysis techniques and 
programming

https://constellate.org/
https://constellate.org/
https://constellate.org/


Questions?




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17:  Archives: What, Where and How?
	Slide 18: What are archives?
	Slide 19: Where do I find archives? 
	Slide 20: Online archive portals: UK and Europe
	Slide 21: Digitised resources
	Slide 22: Warwick University Library: Special Collections 
	Slide 23: Tips for finding and using archives
	Slide 24: Get help from the MRC!
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28

