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142 EDITHA'S BURGLAR.

ing you, but I'm afraid we shall not have any to use at
breakfast.”

“ Hain’t you got no steel uns? ”* inquired the burglar.

« AMamma wouldn’t like to use steel ones, I'm sure,”
Lditha answered. “I'll tell you what you can do;
please leave out enough for mamma, and I can usc
steel. I don’t care about myself, much.”

The man secmed to think a moment, and then he
was really so accommodating as to do as she asked, and
even went to the length of leaving out her own little
fork and knife and spoon.

“Oh! you arc very kind,” said Editha, when she saw
him do this.

“That's a reward o’ merit, cos yer didn’t squeal,” said
the burglar.

He was so busy for the next few minutes that he did
not speak, though now and then he broke into a low
laugh, as if he was thinking of something very funny
indeed. During the silence, Editha sat holding her little

fect in her night-gown, and watching him very curiously.

A great many new thoughts came into her active brain,
and at last she could not help asking some more questions.
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“ Would you really rather be a burglar than anything
else? ”” she inquired, respectfully.

“Well,” said the man, “p’r’aps I'd prefer to be Lord
Mayor, or a member o’ the ’Ouse o’ Lords, or heven the
Prince o° Wales, honly for therc being’ hobstacles in
the way of it.”

“QOh!” said Editha ; “you couldn’t be the Prince of
Wales, you know. T meant wouldn’t you rather be in
some other profession? My papa is an editor,” she
added. “How would you like to be an editor? ”

“ Well,” said the burglar, *hif yer par ud change
with me, or hif he chanced to know hany heditor with
a roarin’ trade as ud be so hobligin’ as to 'and it hover,
hit’s wot I've allers ‘ad a leanin’ to.”

“I am sure papa would not like to be a burglar,”
said Editha, thoughtfully; “but perhaps he might
speak to his friends about you, if you would give me
your name and address, and if I were to tell him how
obliging you were, and if I told him you reully didn’t
like being a burglar.”

The burglar put his hand to his pocket and gave a

start of great surprise.
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150 EDITHA'S BURGLAR.

It was astonishing how neatly he slipped through the
window ; he was gone in a second, and Editha found
herself standing alone in the dark, as he had taken his
lantern with him.

She groped her way out and up the stairs, and then,
for the first time, she began to feel cold and rather
weak and strange; it was more like being frightened
than any feeling she had had while the burglar was in
the house.

“Perhaps, if he had been a very bad burglar, he
might have killed me,” she said to herself, trembling a
little. I am very glad he did not kill me, for—for it
would have hurt mamma so, and papa too, when he
came back, and they told him.”

Her mamma wakened in the morning with a bright
smile.

“Nobody hurt us, Nixie,” she said. “We are all
right, aren’t we?”

“Yes, mamma dear,” said Editha.

She did not want to startle her just then, so she said
sothing more, and she even said nothing all through the

excitement that followed the discovery of the robbery,
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and indecd said nothing until her papa came home, and
then he wondered so at her pale face, and petted her 50
tenderly, and thought it so strange that nothing but
her treasures had been taken from upstairs, that she
could keep her secret no longer.

“ Papa,” she cried out all at once in a trembling voice,
«] gave them to him myself.”

“You, Nixie! You!” excliimed her papa, looking
alarmed.  “ Kitty, the fright has made the poor little
thing ill.”

“ No, papa,” said Editha, her hands shaking, and the
tears rushing into her eyes, she did not know why. “I
heard him, and—TI knew mamma would be so fright-
ened,—and it came into my mind to ask him—not to
waken her,—and I crept down stairs—and asked him ;
—and he was not at all upkind though he laughed.
And I stayed with him, and—and told him I would
give him all my things if he would not touch yours or
mamma’s. Ile—he wasn't such a bad burglar, papa,
—and he told me he would rather be something more

respectable.”
And she hid her face on her papa’s shoulder.
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