
Week 8: Disease and Desire 
Primary Reading: Florence Marryat, The Blood of the Vampire (1897)

Compulsory Secondary Reading: 
· Appendices B and C [module webpage]

Read the following (available online through the library’s TalisAspire reading lists)

· Nina Auerbach, ‘Giving Up the Ghost: Nineteenth-Century Vampires’ in Our Vampires, Ourselves (1995)
· Aspasia Stephanou, ‘Race as Biology Is Fiction’ in The Bad Blood of the Vampire. In: Reading Vampire Gothic Through Blood (2014).

Florence Marryat [1833 – 1899] was a novelist, editor, playwright, spiritualist, singer and actress, and daughter of the novelist Frederick Marryat. She wrote 68 novels during her extraordinary career, adapting some of them for the stage, but academic scholarship on her has only proliferated in recent years. Invariably overshadowed by Dracula, the cultural significance of The Blood of the Vampire was “rediscovered” in the late C20th.
There is much more information about her life and works here


Guidance for Reading

1. Keep track of the physical and behavioural descriptions of Harriet Brandt and consider their significance.



2. Thinking about Stephanou’s arguments, how does the text construct and negotiate the idea of the racialized Other? What is its significance to the history of the colonial and postcolonial vampire?



3. What, with examples, is queer about desire and sexuality in the novel?




4. Think about the “new woman” trope and consider its relationship to this novel.




5. Taking Auberbach’s history of the nineteenth-century vampire into account, and considering what you know about the more modern Vampire post-Dracula, where does this “vampire” fit in?






6. Consider the overlap and the disparities between science and superstition.





[bookmark: _GoBack]If you liked this for the vampire theme, I recommend reading John Polidori’s The Vampyre, Sheridan Le Fanu’s Carmilla (1872), and Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897). Richard Marsh’s The Beetle (1897) is also another excellent example of Imperial Gothic. If you want to try some more of Marryat’s dalliances with the supernatural, try her novels The Risen Dead (1891) and The Dead Man’s Message – An Occult Romance (1894)
