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Wednesday 31 January 2018
14:35, H5.43

Apologies: Stephen Purcell
Attendance: Katja Laug, David Taylor, Chantal Wright, Tim Leach, Nick Lawrence, Kate Courage, Aiman Khattak

Chair: Katja Laug

1. New chair wanted
- KL to step down by the end of the term.
- DT to send email to PG community asking for volunteers to step into the role

2. Intersectional discrimination - standing item as per TALC decision
- KL hasn’t received any feedback.

3. Research community and culture
- Extended discussion of how to create more of a PG community in the department.
- KL suggested organizing a PhD-department drinks night.
- DT suggested that time might be found during the PG symposium to discuss what students want to happen and ways to cultivate more of a sense of community. DT to raise this with Sophie Shorland.
- Other suggestions included: a staff member holding a CV session; a work-in-progress series encompassing staff and student speakers.

4. Library news (Kate Courage)
- Factiva has been replace with Nexus.
- Exhibition of early printed works in library
- “More Books”: Push to get students to ask for the books they want. Library will prioritise these requests (for secondary materials not primary texts). For more information see:
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/news/?newsItem=8a17841a60fe741101611ed1e35933dd
- Library keen to host a PG Tips event in the department. Will liaise with DT.

5. MA Writing 
- TL: A town hall meeting was held for MAW students. This was very productive. 
- A particular concern expressed in the meeting was the lack of events in term 3, which especially affects part-time students.
- The Writing programme will organize more events in term 3 and also try to hold more workshops from the start of the year. MAW students are meeting with Maureen to discuss what might be done.
- TL noted that workshops have been attempted in past but there was lack of interest. Any future workshops will depend on attendance and will be cancelled if students don’t show up.

6. MA feedback: groups too large
- Discussed at TALC. No further update.
- KL has received feedback from MA students in response to the question: “What do you wish you’d known from the start?” This will be used to create an FAQ leaflet that can be given out at inductions. DT to organize. 

4. MA reports (David & Chantal)
- One remaining to be sent. TL assured that it’s on its way very soon. PGSSLC to receive it once it comes through to TL.

7. Teaching Allocation Policy- TALC decision (Katja)
- Discussed at TALC. To be ratified at next possible department meeting. 

10. Any other business
- NL reminded the meeting that all PGR tutorss are invited to attend the meeting to discuss the upcoming strike: Wednesday 7th Feb at 4.30pm in H5.22. NL also reminded meeting that PGR tutors can join UCU free of charge.
- PG Symposium will be on Thursday 24 May 18. CfP sent out and all staff invited. DT will mention this at the next DM and encourage all staff to attend. The office will ensure that MA offer-holders are invited.

Next meeting scheduled for Wednesday 21 February, 14:30 hrs, H5.43
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