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1.1.1.     The first Treaties

LEGAL BASIS

The Treaty of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), or Treaty of Paris, was signed on 18 April 1951 and came into force on 25 July 1952. For the first time, six European states agreed to work towards integration. This Treaty made it possible to lay the foundations of the Community by setting up an executive known as the ‘High Authority', a Parliamentary Assembly, a Council of Ministers, a Court of Justice and a Consultative Committee. Concluded for a limited period of 50 years, in accordance with its Article 97, the ECSC Treaty expired on 23 July 2002. In accordance with the protocol annexed to the EC Treaty, the net worth of the ECSC's assets at the time of its dissolution was allocated to research in the sectors related to the coal and steel industry through a Research Fund for Coal and Steel. The coal and steel sectors are now completely under the ordinary regime set up by the EC Treaty.

The Treaties of the European Economic Community (EEC) and the European Atomic Energy Community (EAEC, otherwise known as ‘Euratom'), or the Treaties of Rome, were signed on 25 March 1957 and came into force on 1 January 1958. In contrast to the ECSC Treaty, the Treaties of Rome were concluded ‘for an unlimited period' (Art. 240 of the EEC Treaty and Art. 208 of the EAEC Treaty), which gives them almost a constitutional character.

The six founding countries were Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands.

OBJECTIVES

The avowed intentions of the founders of the ECSC were that it should be merely a first stage towards a ‘European Federation'. The common market in coal and steel was to be an experiment which could gradually be extended to other economic spheres, culminating in a ‘political' Europe.

The aim of the European Economic Community was to establish a common market based on the four freedoms of movement of goods, persons, capital and services and the gradual convergence of economic policies.

The aim of Euratom was to coordinate the supply of fissile materials and the research programmes on the peaceful use of nuclear energy, already under way or being prepared in the Member States.

The preambles of the three Treaties reveal a unity of purpose behind the creation of the Communities, namely, the conviction that the states of Europe must work together to build a common future as this alone will enable them to control their destiny
