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KENNETH GOLDSMITH / STATEMENT ON THE WEATHER

Over the past five years, I've become devoted to the practice of non-inter-
ventionalist writing: transcription, retyping, copying; moving information
from one place to another as a valid writing practice.

In the mid-90s, I recall having seen a cartoon of a man, claiming to have
transferred x amount of megabytes, physically exhausted after a day of down-
loading. It made me consider whether the act of simply moving information
from one place to another could constitute a physical / cultural act in and of
itself. Almost a decade later, I am convinced that it can.

The vast amount of linguistic information surrounding us simply needs to
be quantified in order to discover that we are immersed in a sea of poetry. In
1996, I wrote: “If every word spoken daily in New York City were somehow
to materialize as a snowflake, each day there would be a blizzard.” Today,
writing in 2003, I can best restate that sentiment: “If somehow I were able
to materialize the data flowing across my home wireless network, the aether I
breathe would be rife with sounds and letters.”

A recent book of mine, The Weather, is a transcription of the one-minute
weather forecasts on a New York all-news station. Starting December 21,
2002 and continuing exactly one year later, it is a work in four chapters.

Each chapter has its distinctive character. The piece itself is a master narra-
tive of a year, a sub-narrative of the four chapters, and several micro-narratives
within the chapters. Storms approach from afar; they get closer; they occur;
they pass.

Weather, that most organic of phenomenons, is framed as a transaction.
Quantified, narrativized, and capitalized, the weather either aids or abets our
drive time.

In the early part of the last century, E'T. Marinetti wrote a play called
“Let’s Murder the Moonshine.” Prescient as always, Marinetti began a process
we continue to complete: the moonshine—and the aether—has been dead for
as long as I can remember.
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SPRING (FROM THE WEATHER, MAKE NOwW PRESS, LOS ANGELES, 2005)

FORrR ALAN LICHT

Oh, we are looking at, uh, weather, uh, across, uh, Iraq obviously here for
the next several days, uh, we have, uh, actually some good, good weather is
expected. They did have a sandstorm here earlier, uh, over the last twelve to
twenty-four hours those winds have subsided and will actually continue to
subside. Uh, there will be enough of a wind across the southern portion of the
country that still may cause some blowing sand tomorrow. Otherwise we're
looking at clear to partly cloudy skies tonight and tomorrow, uh, the weekend,
uh, it is good weather, and then we could have a storm, uh, generating some
strong winds, uh, for Sunday night and Monday, uh, even the possibility of a
little rain in Baghdad. Uh, currently we have, uh, uh, increasing cloudiness, uh,
forecast locally tonight, uh, it’s gonna be brisk and chilly, temperatures getting
down into the middle-thirties, and then some, uh, intermittent rain is expected
tomorrow and tomorrow night. Itll become steadier and heavier late in the
day and, uh, actually a pretty good soaking tomorrow night. Uh, temperatures
getting into the mid-forties tomorrow, and then staying in the forties tomorrow
night. Friday it’s a breezy and warmer day but, uh, still a few more showers
maybe even a thunderstorm, the high of sixty degrees. Currently we have sun-
shine and forty-four with an east wind of ten. Repeating the current tempera-
ture forty-four, going up to forty-six in midtown.

We still have clouds, we still have some fog outside of the city this morn-
ing but, uh, during the afternoon the sky can brighten, the sun can peek on
through, temperatures get on up into the sixties. A couple of showers and
maybe a thunderstorm this evening, and then the weekend to follow looks pret-
ty good, at least partly sunny. Itll be breezy tomorrow, the high about sixty and
in the, uh, fifties for a high on Sunday. As for Middle East weather, it contin-
ues to be favorable for military operations, and that’ll remain the case through
Sunday, but Monday and Tuesday, there may be another episode of strong
winds, poor visibilities, and, uh, even some sandstorms. Right now fifty-seven
and cloudy in Central Park, temperature today going up to sixty-two.

Well, sunshine will be mixing with clouds as we go through the day today.
It is going to be on the mild side again this afternoon, the high up to sixty-four
degrees in midtown today. Tonight, we're partly cloudy, dropping back to a
low of forty-two. We're gonna stay dry tomorrow and Monday as well. Partly
to mostly sunny skies, highs in the mid-to-upper fifties, and then back to sixty-
four for a high on Tuesday, with increasing clouds. No chance of rain in sight
until we get to the day Wednesday. Dry weather in Baghdad for the rest of the
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weekend as well, partly cloudy skies Saturday night, and also some sunshine
across Baghdad on Sunday. Right now it’s fifty-four degrees and sunny in
Central Park, we're going up to sixty-four in midtown today.

With sunshine, the temperature’s headed on up to sixty-one for the high
this afternoon, partly to mostly cloudy tonight the . . . or clear to partly
cloudy tonight, I should say, the low forty-six in midtown, forty in many sub-
urbs. Tomorrow another mild day, going towards sixty-four with sunshine,
then a cold front will arrive Wednesday with a couple of showers, high sixty.
Rain could follow Wednesday night and Thursday morning if that front stalls
and a low pressure area forms along it. Afterwards, Thursday afternoon, high
fifty-four with some sunshine. In Iraq, the winds are likely to be picking up
in the next twenty-four hours, raising more sand and dust into the atmo-
sphere, and that’s going to be a problem through Wednesday. Things should
settle down after that, after the current storm from the Mediterranean moves
past. Currently, the winds are light and variable, the relative humidity forty-
six percent, fifty-five in midtown heading for sixty-one.

A nice evening, clear to partly cloudy skies overnight. We'll be in the
mid-forties come daybreak, uh, tomorrow another mild day but, uh, clouds
and, uh, limited sun, a couple of showers around associated with a cold
front which will be moving through, especially in the afternoon and evening,.
Clears out later tomorrow night, and Thursday and Friday lots of sunshine
and only, uh, a bit cooler, fifty-four Thursday, fifty-eight Friday. The battle-
field forecast, uh, the weather is nasty over there right now. Strong winds
accompanying a powerful cold front, uh, really kicking up the sand and mak-
ing for poor visibility. Uh, that wind speed will gradually come down over
the next twenty-four hours, but it’ll still be causing some problems. Rain, in
mountains, snow in northern Iraq on Wednesday, a couple of showers still
down in Baghdad, uh, then better weather Thursday, right on through the
weekend. Back home we have fifty-seven in Caldwell, fifty-three and sun-
shine in Central Park, the southeast wind at eleven. Repeating the current
temperature fifty-three going down to forty-seven in midtown.

Well, not much on the radar, literally, just one shower up over northern
Bergen County, and also over northeastern Morris County. And as they
move off to the northeast, the balance of this afternoon is on the dry side, so
you really don’t need the umbrella for the most part here, sixty-cight degrees
for the afternoon high. What we'll see, in terms of showers, will be for the
evening rush hour, through the remainder of this evening, but already by
daybreak the clouds are parting company in the wake of our most recent cool
front. We're in at forty degrees, and, yeah, we're gonna cool it, now, that’s
what a front does. Despite the sun back therell be a breeze tomorrow, high

fifty-six. Sunshine, patchy clouds Friday with a high of fifty-eight degrees.





