Ceremony Questions

What role does the automobile play in the novel and what does it represent to different characters, particularly Tayo and his friends from the army? How does the automobile play a role (either positive or negative) in the ceremony that structures the novel? 

What kinds of cognitive mapping does the trope of the road trip carry out in the novel? And what other kinds of mapping does the novel offer (e.g. the mapping carried out by foot or through the poems that punctuate the novel)? 

What are the narrative energetics that compete with Ceremony? How does it encode the different systems of sun/sweat/muscle, coal, oil, and nuclear power and what are the different kinds of social organisations and forms that they carry with them? 

How do both Ortiz and Marmon-Silko analyse the relationship between the radioactive colonialism of the 1950s and 1960s and the longer histories of indigenous dispossession? What formal techniques do they use to represent these entangled histories and historical timelines?

What do we make of the novel’s ending and the seemingly successful ceremony that has been carried out? Does the novel have a happy ending?
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