World Literature and the Anthropocene
Discussion Questions for “The Book of the Dead”


· How does Rukeyser chart the relationship between the original settler expansion across the Americas, slavery and the plantation system, and the Civil War, the post-Civil War expansion of industrial capitalism to the South – what some critics have referred to as neocolonialism? 


· How does Rukeyser think the geological, the bodily, and political together - consider all the literal descriptions of rocks or rock particulate in bodies, bodies fossilised in rocks, etc. as well as the more metaphoric registers?


· How does Rukeyser follow different energy/commodity chains that radiate out from the Hawks Nest Tunnel disaster. Consider, for instance, why the tunnel is being built - where the silica is going, where the electricity that will be created by the dam will go, who is building it and what other kinds of projects they’re involved in?


· What do you make of the poem’s documentary aesthetics. For instance, her use of “I” as a kind of camera eye and the poem cycle’s interest in different modes of viewing. Also, who is the narrator of the poem and what is their position?


· Why is the poem organised through a road trip? What does the car represent in the poem (who has access to it and who doesn’t)? What kinds of ways of seeing does it offer? How is the camera eye and the car linked in the poem? 


