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HISTORIE

FOVRE-FOOTED

BEASTES.

Deferibing the true and liuely figure of euery Beaft,with a difcouric
of their fenerat] N ames, Conditions, K indes, Uertues (both nai: '
medicinall) Countries of theirbreed, their loue andhate to Mankinde, ai

wonderfollworke of Codintheir Creation, Preferuation,
and Deflruétion.

all and

Keaeffary for all Dinines and Students becanfe the flory of exery Beaftis amplified with Nar
#hres, Fathers, Phylofophers,Phyfitians, and Poets :wherein ave declared dincrs Hyerogly
Epigrams,andother good Hiftories, CollecTed ont of alithe Velumesof Coxinapvs G
other Writers tothis prefemt day. ByEpwarp Topsers.
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) TO s
THE REVEREND AND RIGHT
WORSHIPFVLL Ricuarp Neive, D.
of Divinity, Deane of Weftmintter, Maifter of
the Sav o v, and Uearke of the K ing his most excellent

Maietties Clofet, all felicity Temporall,
Sparituall, and Eteynall,

=T e Library of Englifh Bookes, and Catalogre of writers,
WAl 7 Right Worthy and Learned D e a5 x,my moft refpecied
VAl P At R o ) hawe growne rathe height, not onely of 1 inft
wumber but almoft inmumerable : and no maracell, for 6od  *
himfelf hathin all agespreférned lerming imthe nexe plsce
tolife’s for as life is the Minifteriall Goucrnor and mosncy
inthisgworld, fo is learning the Mimfleriafl Gonernior and
mosner inlife : As an Interpresor in 4 [range Conntry is
 mece/Jary for a trameller that isignorant of Languzges(or
i clfé hefbould perifh,) fois knowledge and leasning rows
poore Pilgrims in thisour Perigrination, sut of Paradice,
vnte Paradices whereby comfufed Bassrs tongues are againe reduced to their fignifi.
cant Dialects, mos imthe butlders of Bav s vy 10 ﬁgrzbzr and fimifl an earthly Tower, bur
inthebuildersof YeRv savew, obring them allso their ewne Coumtrey Which they
fecke, and te she defiredyeft of fanles. Literae obfRetrices artium quarum beneficio ab
interitor vndicantur. dslife s different and diners, according to the fprrit whersin it is
Jeased, andby which it isnorifbed aswith seurvents fo alfois Learning acording tothe aff,
vfésandpractife df vidles,Canons, and Authors,fromvhom asfroma Fountame it saketh
bosh _l:tginﬂinf andencreafé :euen as the Pivit of a Serpent is mouch quicker then the [firit of
an Oxes andthe Leayning of Aciftotic and Pliny mere linely and light(ome thew the know-
ledge of other obfcure Philofophers, umworthy to be mamed s which eisher throngh ensic or
Non proficiencyedurft meuer write, Sicumhac exceptione detur fapientia ve illam
inclufam tened;nec enuntiem,reijciam. Nullius beni fine focio iucunda eft pofleflio.
Andtherfore I [ay with Pesrus Blefem:Scientiarum generofa poffeflio in plures difper-
f3, non perditur, & diftributa per partes, minorationis detrimentum non fentit : fed
codiuturnius perpetuatafencicit, quo publicata foecundius fe diffundi,
The greateft men flored with ull helpes of Learning,Nature,& Forsane were the firflwri-
terswho aithey didexcel othey menin pafefians & wordly dignity, fo they mawifcfied their
Vertues andi8oorth in the edition of excellent pares of ﬁmidge, either for the delight or
profis of the world, accirding to the Poets profefiion ; ’
Autprodefle volunt aut deleétari poete,
Autfimul & jucunda & idonea dicerevitz,
Omnetulitpun&um qui mifenic viile dulci, .
Lectorem deletando pariterque monendo.
Az T Ta




Bifh, Tuel.

~ .
- The Epiftle
Vet now of lite duies this enflome hath bin almoft difiontinued to the infinise preis-
dice of facred inwiolable Learning and Science, for Turpis fepe fama datur minoribus,
(us Aulonius wrote in bis time) for indeed thereafon is pregnant :
Haud facileemergunt quorum virtutibus obftat,
Res angufta domi. )
But yet the greas RecFour or Chauncellor of all the desdemyes in the world efus Chyift,
Inwhom archid all the weafures of wifedome andknowledge, the Muiffer of thaz
Colledge wher.in he wasbut 4 Scruant or Steward, Thatwas learned in alithelear-
ning of the Egyptians, (Imcanc Mofes) the firft wrster, the firft Author, the firfi i
wcnder of knowledge, andthefirft ordainer of a lawfll Common-wealth, and ruler of
Church and ffate, hath not leaft our age without fome 5 of great Prisces Eorls,
Lordsand Knights for the Ornament and honour of learning, who fir penerall and par-
tietiar canfes and benefits haveadded therr names to the fociety of writers, and divitlged
their workes inprint, whichave likely to be remeinbred to the worlds end, Such avecuy
moft temperate, Inft, VVife, and Learned King and Soncrajgne. The Righs Noble, aind
Honourable Earle of Sutcey , long azo :ie/mrtej out of this earthly Horizon. Thewnow -
ning Earles of Dorfet, Northampton, Salisbury, and many Knights, Sir Phillip Sid-
ney, Sit George Moore, Sir Richard Bartlett, Sir Frauncis Hattinges, and others.
RButof Aarons,andfich as it at the Helme of the Church, or are woorthily aduasiseed
for their knowledge inlearning and flate, 1meane both Bifbops and Doétors, almoft in-
nsmerable of all whom Iean [y momore, if werewoorthy to[ay any thing, theis apply
vnto hempar:icubarly thas whici was furd of one of the greareft fchollers and Divipes st
ener England had. Dicobfecro fanéa
Pofteritas, nec enim mihi fas eft dicere : tantum
Detantis tacicum, aut tantos audire iunabit.
Thenwhy fhould 1 prefime, boing eueryway the leaft and meaneft of allother, now the
third time to publifh any part of my concened fudies for the age prefent andfuscecding,
and fo tohawe mymame involied amony 3t the bencfactors and Aushors of Learming.
- Non ormnia grandior ztas,
Quu fugiamus habet ; feris venit vius a% annis. :
Alasfir Thaue neucr sboundled in any thing, except want and laboy,and Ithante Godshas
one of thefe hath binpre pired to feed the other sherefore Iwil mot [Fand vpen azy smaissob-
fections,who like Horfes as 1t is in the (bl being led empey mwel fed and withoss buydess do
Jéorne the lsden Affe gdding mifery to hisloade til his backe was broke and theiaw.as ol laid
wpon the pampred difdainfull Hor [ : euen [i thefe proud dyfplesfing [pivits are eaféd by she
labors of ws that beare their barshens, andif they comtent nos them[elnes wisheafé bus wil
alfofir inthe Jest of the feornful let them rem@bers that when eur backs be broke they sonf}
takewp the carrisse.But pardon me I befeech you>ifby wey of Prefage 1 open my havs wisso
your Wors who i better able then ten thoufand of the Mowufles, and mere charitablyge-
erous inreceining fuch gifes vruththe rizht hande (as thefe are) although they weregitsers
wvith the left s for [eeing I huue sbufin you the patron of this worke, Jvvil brecfely declare
aind open imy mind vato you concerring the whole Volume, [paring any other praifes of yorr
demerits then thofé vvhich by Martiallare aferibed to Regulus, vvhich Ivvill vvishaus
[fliteery or feare of the enious thus applyvntoyen :
Cum fir Sophiz par fama & cura deorum [SSS. Trinicaris]
Ingenio pictas nee ninor ipfa to.
_ Tenorat meritis dare munera, qui tibi librum
Et qui miratur [Nejilé] Thura dari.
Sothenlewsing thefé peroations, Ivuil endeauor to prone vinto you that this vvsrk which
THow P Ulifl and divalge vntothe world, under the patronage of your name is Dinme e
neceffarie for all men to knovvs true.and t/:rrefm wvvitheut flander or fufpissons feandsli
tobe receinedsand that noman ought rather topublifhy this unzashe World, then a Divine
or Prescher. For the firlt that theknovvledge of Beafts like as the knowledge of the other
creatures and workes of God, is Dewine, I [ee na canfe why anyman fhoulde dowbs thereaf,
Jeeing that atthe fefl theywereereated and brought toman as we mayread Gen.x.24 25,
andallby the Lord hivsfilfesfo that sheir life and ereation is Dewine in refpect of sheir mar
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Dedicatory.
ker pheir raming dinine in refpect thas Adam owt of theplemty of bis owndeine wifdome,
gane them their [euersl appellstionsyas it weve ont of a Foumsaine of ‘prophefie, fore(tewing
the natwre of every kind s ome cleguns & fignifisans denomination, which o the greatlofje
of alt his ehildren as takem sway,foft - eonfoussded at Babel iWhen I affirmhat the knoy-
Iedg of Beafis is Dewiwe 1 do wweane vo sther thing them the right andperfect defeription of
their mames, fizures, amd natures, and this isin the Creater himfelf moff Denine ¢ there-
Jorefuch as ss the fountain, fisch are the fireamsy Juing fri thefame inso the minds of men.
Now it is moft cleareits Gen. how the Holy.ghoft remembreth she ereation of al lining erea=
tures, and vhe Fovr-foosed mexs before the creation of man, aithoghthey dlonewere cpoin-

sedthe Vibers, going immsedistelybefore the vace of mew. And thereforeall the Detines o) -
feruebothinthe Hehrew, im she Greeke and Latine thas they werecreated éf three feueral
Jorts or kinds. The fift lumentum, as Oxen,Horfe, Affes & futh like, Qita hominum
nwamenta.  The feeond , Redp:ilc quiahominum medicina, The third, Befhia 1: 4
vaflundo, for that theywere wild & depspulstors of sther sheir affociars rifing alfo agarnft
mans afser that by hisfabhe hadloft bis fiff smage & imtegrity. Now were. it not a knoro-
ledge Denine why fhould the holy Seviptwrevelaze it and dewide the kinds Teaywhy fould
#bholyrmen take examples 75 the watures of Beafls Birds cre. & aplythe tohenenly shings
except by the ovdimance of God they were both allowed and commaunded ote do;and there.
forein admivation of thews the Prophet Dauid crieth out,Quam magnifica funt opera ua
domine, omniain fapientia feci(ki. Te o/d Manichces amorsg oxher blafphemies acenfed
the creation of burifull, wewomons, yaucning, and defiroying Beafls affirmmg them v bee
wade by an enill Godynd alfi they ccenfed the er eution of Mice and other vmprofitable érea-
tures, becanfe their dulneffe was no kender tothe Lord, (but like cruel and couctons mifers,
made mo account of thafe beaflsywhich broght not profi: to their purfe. Tow kwow(Right Ler.
#ed 1) Fov thas grane Father anfivereth that columny, firfE affirming that the [sme thing
pb;g’l/fé;?’ed ydlezo mem, was profitable so Gods and thefame that appeared ugly to theme,
wasbeansifull so hw, Qi omoibus vtituir ad gubernationem vniverfi. He therefore
w,xjely fuuparf_tb Y} fn;wl rlw' b:mV{ not the vfe of the creaturesin this World,to one sgnorans
shat compmeth into the worke ufe ing man viewing a mumber of firange tooles,
and hiawing ne cunming bus s an Axe or « Rake phinketh thit al'thoferare inuentions of 4
vvifeWarkmam are yile totes : and vobilft thus hethinketh, wandving to and fro, not s
king 0 bz feet, [nddenly fulleth into fome furice yn the fame Work-houfe,or hance £ t1ke
wp [ome fbarpe tosl wheveby he is v ded thes he alfo thivketh that the fame are burtful
and dq»germ:.%omm ramen vium quianouic artifex, iofipientiam eius irridet, &
verba incptanon curans officinam firam conflanter exetcet. But vue that are afbamzd
10 dény the vfé of inflruments in the (bops of ravs Artifans,bus rather admire their innen-
tion et are ot afrasd to condemnin Gods florehonfe fundry of bis ereatures which aresare
snuentions, althosgh throngh folly we be ded or harmedby th Atherfore he con
cludeth that albeafls areeithervtilia,and againft them we dcrc/mﬁ;‘k, or écmiu‘o(a
wherebywe are tervified ghat we bould not lowe tiss perillows life,or elfe theyare superﬂua’
vwhith o affirmewere moft vidiculous: fir asin agreat honfe all thiwgs are ot for -ufz,bu;
Jomefor ormament. fo is sz tn this World the inferior pallace of God. Thus far Auften.
Therfore I willeonclude this i} part , that wos only the knewledge of the profitable crea-
tress dinine ,and was firft of all 2aughe by God bt alfo of the burtfull - For awife Man
Saith Salomonfectithe Plague (by the reaelation of Gedy and hideth himfelfe from ic,
AndIohn Bap: Quisvos docuit ab ira venturafugere. Thefe things baue 1 neipallie
lsboured in this Treatife, to fbew unto men what Beafls avetheir friendes, andwhst thesr
Enemiesyovhich totruft,and vibwch aveyd, inwhich to find norifliment ., and which to fbun
#s p(;i/nm - Another thing that perfwadethme in the neceffarie wfe of this hiftory,that it was
r/ﬂm)!‘ vvas the preferustion of sl ereisuyes liming, which are ingendred by w}ylm‘m (ex-
cepr Fiflhes Jinthe arke of Noah :unto whom it pleafed the creator at that time to infufean
inftint, andbring them bome 1o wan as o a fald: furelyis was for that aman might gaine
out of them much dewine kniowledge fiich as is insprimtedin themby naswres atipeor fpark
of that great vvifedomewheveby they vvere created.In mice and Serpents afereknowledge
of things tocome,in t/)f Auntand Pifinirc aprouidente againftold agesin the Bear thelone
of yong 1 the Lyon his flasely pacesjn the Cotk & fheeps change of weather 5 as S. Bafillin




The Epiftle
1is Hexameron, ctiam in Brutis guidam futuri fenfus eft, vt nosprefentivite non ad-
digi fimuis,fed de futuro fzculo omne ftudium habeamus. .

For this caufe there were of beafts in boly feripture three bolyvfes, one for fasrifice, aio-
therinvifion, andathird for reproofe andinflruction. In Suerifices were the cleaie besfls,
swhich men ware bownd firfi 20 knowe, andishens: offer s for it is wnreafonable shas thofe
shings fhould be facred at the Lordes altar, which averefufedworthily at prinate wens Ta-
bles.Xew althoughwe bancdovfeof [acrificing of Besfls, Nam ficut bruta pro peccatis
immolabantur, ira jam vitia pro corporibus. Teswe bawe vfe ofcleanc Beafis for foode
and nourifbment, and therefore for the inriching of the minds and Tables of w32 és saece-
fary to knew moe anely the liberty that we bane 20 eat, but alfo the quality and nntyimens of
the Beaftwe eat ,not for any Religion,but for bealth andcorperall mecefiuty. Thés psicy &5 olfo
spened in this flory, and the sther of ‘Sacrifice, wherein I haue not omizted to [peak of the Di~
wine vfe of enery Beaft Jboth among thelewes,and among theprophane Gentiles.2ow for
the fecond holy vfe of Beafts in vifeoins, the Prophes Danicls vifions, and Ezekicls; and Se
Tofurs in the Rewelation dae tefiificof themywhereby the moft Deuines hasie obfersied how
great Princes qud kingdomes after they haue [hakenoff thepractife of Inftice and picsy prvm

Tyrants andrauening Beafls.For fpman being in honoy underflandesh not uo becoimmenh
like the Beajlsthat perifband fo s Dionifius Jaith by vifiens of beafts,Infimareducuncug
per media in fuprema. Now there were as . Augulline fuith,three kinds sf vsfions,Sea-
fibiles, intellectuales,& imagivariae:the firf weremaft pregnit becanfe tothe vderflans
ding and concziuingya mannenerlofl his fensesy and therefore God did fedainely create fo-
wage Beafts borh of naturall and extraordinary [bapes, whereby ke fhewed so his fervants the
Prophets, the vuine or wprifing of beaflly  flates and kingdomes.Andnes onely shus, bus ol-
[oinheancn (as Saint Tohn fisththereare foure Beaflsfull of eyes before'the throne of Gods
both which mwt needs magnifie the knowledge thaiwe may haue of thefe Quadtupedess
Sfor feeing God hath vfed them as Sacramcntsor Myfteriestocontaine has will (nas orsely s
monflyous treble-headed, or [euen: horned.[bapes) but alfs inpuresrdinary,masioral lis &
meibers:how fhal we be abie tageffe at the meaning in the fecret shat do not vndeyfland she
rewealed? Andwhas vfecan we make of the innifible par of that Sac > wheve we
knorw not the meansng of the vifible ? Doth the Lord compare the Diwell to s Lyom’ cuslh
Zudgesto Bearess falfe propheesto Weluess  fecret and crafty per[ecuiors 0 Foxess gpeis ene-
miies in hoflilisy go wilde Boares s Heretickes and /falle Prezchers to Scorpions s govd e 5o
the Forles of Heanensand Murtyrs 10 sheep, andyer we have no knowledge of the nasureof
Lyons, Wolues, Beares, Foxes, Yilde-Dores, or Scorpions. Swrelywhen Salomon faith so
the flaggardgase the Pifmire,be swilleth hims to learne the mature of the Pifmive, awd sher
ascording theresore oforme his manners : And foall the world are bidte learne the nasuyes
of a Beafts, for there is alway formething to be learncd in thems, according toshis faying of
Suint Bafil. A deo nihil nonprouidum in nacur rebus cftnequequicquam pertinen-
tis,ad (e cura expers,& fi ipfas animalium partes confideraveris,inuenies quod ne-
quefuperfluum quid conditor appofuit, neque neceffaria detraxic. 7hem ¢ being cleare
that excry beaft is s natural viffon, wvobich vue ought 1o fee andvnder fand,for thenove
elearc apprehenfion of the innifible Maiefly of God, T vvill conclude shat Thane 05 ormvissed
this part of the ufé of Beafts, bt hawe ealledfed, expreffed, and declared, vvbst thevoi-
pers of all ges haue heerein obferued. :

Novw the third and laft holy wfe that is made of Beafls in Seripture, i for veprosfe and
inflrulfions [othe Lordin 10b.Chy38, & 39 mentioneth the Lyon,the Ranesy the 1¥slde-
Geass, the Hindes, the Hinde-Calues, the Wilde-Ayfles, the Vinseorn the Offviche she Stork,
the puiffant-Horfe,the Hauke, the Lagle,the Vultures the Whale,and the Diragon, thet s,
the Fovvles, Fifbes, Serpentsyan
things to Tob, and diféourfeth of as flrange thingsin their natares as any vve hase infer.
ted for truthin ouy Hiftory,as may appeare to anyman vhatfoeuersshar vvil looke fin-
droufly into them.

‘shall 1 adde bereanto hovy Mofesyandall the rophets, Saint IohnBaptiftyony imoft
leffe
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d Four-footed-Beafls : Al vhich he veckoneth as baowe |

: Dedicatory.

Z:ﬂ‘fe:frmr,};:’m ;:/;k} and }l the Writ;n {m i time both auncient and lisser,
f this part of Disinitys[othas he was amvnskilfull Deui /
:;: 30 Itﬂ ’ ‘,u w/ml;you M;-u'tlm ﬁgg;:r ewd feake afl thefethings :j;ar ({aith’:u‘:”sﬂﬁ”if
yousl;fm’mly d;inmgs N ly things belecue uot,_ how fhallye beleeue when I ccl]
lomon, st is witwe(fed s holy Sevipture,wrote of Plants, of Bird, 4
fl’ug: A ;»d ruf; then when he,  flo0d im goodfusemr vuit Gad;t/:;ra{faré t:,uz‘;xf:{ii?jdi“l‘

e(lgtzilf'gf onsz totranell inyand the Nobleft windes to findyin : for in itazflwill A
::: ::” ];ftr -goed, pml;:uﬁr hasens other Prafuce) there is bosh the kml;»dge a/(7’ f:;
Dao,n;ill 4;; :’: ;ﬂbc;i;:/;n‘lrx; :r:;l;n_ :;o n;:fmdé apicula de vermiculo, paucf de

) il 4 s rus Gaza : Permulta eni ]
::;}u:t;‘qu;? :,o:tc:;a: ‘r::{: (x;udmrym exquificifima, conditorem f;;:;:i schf :1!:

. iculus omitrendus eftvbi de mira folertia agitur, / vt
aS:;::;Auﬂa“'gr«téw/:mbe_/ml:,Maicﬂatcm divinam xque in forgt’n‘i:; :;lfnr::)m .
"’2/} mm.;ﬁ ;r:mm wanance funium. And for the knovviledge of man, man A‘:?
o el ‘; ”.:}lfo: p‘bbcitudprfunfjaﬁaiﬂ:, j;t/y for preferning a gud’ c,.n/f,',,;,

g Iger,are g {from Beafls : it were tolong to .

""f’ f"/’ﬁd’ ’:2 :; flﬁ ;; mb:'n afew val:i:/: difcend from maznre ﬁlf fz’::::; ;: f/eﬂ/;t
tfore aine: ait, inconflame, oy decespefull 5 bur ! of
power toperfwade, trae, baning the feale of the highe(t for their enidences e fulof
aerl altredin any age  faitbfull  fach as hive lwene%r}{’df 4: # :la’::; T;ziziﬂ'::f“‘ andn

l/er; not this 4.¢ood perfiwafion againfl murder,to fee all beafts fo s0 mmmr‘;e shei
sures, tb at ghq kill wot their ovone kind. 1Who s o venaturallnd nthankefull ¢ c;ﬁ'— o
vents, d::f”‘d"”g by the young Storkes and Wood-peckers dosms their pxre;rryplj;:
agefee ;;un/l- thems, will not repent, amend) his folly, and bee more mazural] ? {Val,
man b6 [¢ void of compaffiom, that hearing thebounty sfthe Bone-breaker Birde 2 i
{Z;;i[rz;ilz: m nor b«{m: mo;e :bw;llf} I/lliern'a there fuehafluggard and Jro;e;/t:i
v aveurFypaines, andtraxels of the Emmet, Litsle-bee, Field. -
::l’f: ::;: 4‘;;;5’ l;:jl;;r “zgm Ig”’;e a{[br /3:::;;« hemore induﬂriﬂ:u ,’ :nd/”:: Zfﬁ;:;
0 fhould iuing fall to do ewsl] agasnfs his Confei
;@; ajgée Dewll, fecing & Lyon wili newer yeeld : M%ri {cit vn(;:i/‘ ;&_ﬂ:;ﬁ:;éj;;;mng
istle \rendoth fight with an Eagle,contending for Soseraignty? wonlde itnot mi ! /s
:;Z, ;: :/p_;;rm‘i a i;-: King [et ouer themby God? Seeing the Bees fecke out theiy 1:;:
g m;gl, : b:vg{ebf’, bya moff f:fga;tau [melling-fence pewer ceafe till he be found wlig
ettt 5 et o b .
Bees bath afling, bat wener wfeththe f‘m{.’? oo from yronmyfcing she b of
d‘/’;[;:v cat :/1 tfe ﬂl‘m a;d ﬁ;:t’bﬂlnqﬂé of Dagges, the meckneffe of Elephants, the mo-
defyer Mtbe' neffe t{t e rous Lyone[fe, the fJeandpolitaresf l/:e,Car and
Pecec ;’d i :af'teqft,’; f;: Z:;I’;;,: g;:fem‘l; Jff”Zz dhlll flowers that which ferueth thesr
(Irqet r. The caye of the Nighti o
[ant, the chaftity of a Turtle, the Canonicall voice and mr:% ;’Iggﬂct;?::f:fj::; lt‘: f;l:.

€lude the-vtility of s Sheepe: 4ll thefe andtewthoufind
2 / moye I cowld yecis
;/ye b;lmledgnf bhe natwre of brutifh ereatwres dothworke or r:aé :’/fe(::,n?:/ffr::;vg v
dju'.w conglwde this pare vussh the vuords of 5. Terom againft Iouinian. AdH :1 ”
icitur propter malitiarm. Ite & dicite vulpihuic. Luke 13. ad Scn'b:.;s & Phe“?ﬂ' cos
]g;mm‘;m ViPeﬂzm nJ;is“J; -ad libidinolos equi hinmétes i imorifoeminas
-5 devoluptuofo nolite mittere margaritas veftras ante por i
‘l;usjpcq;c ﬁ;&n{n dacz canibus Mat, 7. deinfidelibus Ephclg ctl‘:\’;cgieazm:xp‘:ic'}t“.
f ;_n ;tu? ine bommum! And thus farre S. Yerom: vokereby we may boldly j:rrgeb iy
o :r:: ":crz:n;:e :’t ﬁ”‘m'dt’v i I;nmlezzgzk of God, the knowledge of man, the prm;:: I:;’
réuc, the meanes g0 auoid eusll are o be learned, that Science 15 Paui
men tobe, mqmrcz’ and ﬁngt after : and fuch I.-m’e 7 mmiﬁ-ﬁe; ;n tZTZJf:fya;glf;;{AU
ow agane themece lisy of this Hiftory is to be preferved before the Chropicles dﬁd’:‘f:
cords




The Epittle

mwl;0fal./lgc.rmaa':bymm,bttdﬂfet’/uﬂtm‘:é’t{ﬂdtﬂf!a the timepaft, aveperadecae

uch things as [ball mever againe come invfe : bus this eweth tb.«f Chremicle which
;”;: r/n.wlt by (Egod /Jifrbnjélfe, tﬂtrf[iumg beaftbeing a word,exery kindbeing  fensence, and
alefthens sogither alarge hiflorycontaining admirable knowledge @ learning whichviss,
which s, which fball contintie, (if nat for euer) yet tathe worlds end.
F patris, & noftras,nounmque prematur i annum
Membranis intus pofitis delere licebic
Quod non zdideris.

The fecond thing in shis diféonr(ewhich Thaue promifedto affirme, isthe treith of the Hy- ‘

flory af Creaturcs. for themarke of sgoodwriter is tofollow trush andmot descisuble Fa-

bles. dnd inthis kind I hawe paffed the firaighteft paffage, becanfe the relasicn of weff -

thinges in this Booke are taken out of Heathen vuriters, fuch as p:'rnduemmve are

many times [iperflitionfly credulons, and hase added of their ovine verie iy rafbin-

wentions, without reafon, authority, or probabilisy, as ifthey hadbeene hyvedso felfush

Fables : For,Nonbene conduti vendunt periuriateftes. Jwould nos hasee ghe Rea-
der of thefe Hiflories to immzgine shat Thaue infersedor related all that ewer i faide of
thefe Beafts, but onely foruci & is Jfasde by many, For in the mouth of ewo ok thres

witnefles fandeth encrieword :and ifas any sime Lbaue fet downe 4 fingle Teflimory,

itwas becanfe the matter wascleare and needeth ot fdrfbgr probal‘mt, or elfe I hawe losd
ds wpon the oredit of the Author with [pecial words 9t giuing the Reader anywaraw frow

wic tobeleene it. . .

Befides Thase taken vegard to imitase the beft Writers, whichwas eaffe for mee 20 doeg
becaufe Gefner relcteth cuerymans spuion Uike acommon place or DiGuionary s e pro-
feffeths jandsf at any time he feemed obfeure, L nynedto the Bookes. which 1had ar bandese
gelfe their meaning, putting in that which he had lefs out of many good Authonys, e lea-
wing out many magicall desifes. Now alshongh I hasevfed no fmall diligence or carein col-
leciing thofe things which were mufl effensiall to enery Beaft, mofft trne withssss excepsion,
and visf} curdent by the Teftimony of many good Anthors,yet I hane delineredin :r{m tres-
4ife many flraunge and rare thinges, not as fictions, but Hdyracles of nature, for wifesssen o
bebold and obferne ot heir fingulr comfort.if they loue the power , glory, andpraife of sheir
maker, not withbolding their confent tothe things expre(feds becaufe theyinveat of linsng
things made by God himfelfe.Si crgo quaerimus quis fecerit deus eft, Si per quad,dixic
fiar, & facta funt: Si quarefiac, quia bonus ¢ft. Necenim autor cft excellentiordeo,
necars efficacior deiverbo, nec caufa melior, quam v benum crearctura deo bono,
and this Plato faidwas the onely ¢aufe of the worlds creation,via deobono opera bona

erent. .
f 5\{(11;7 Jdoe in  fort challenge aconfentvmso the probubility aftl:efe thinges towife and
learnedmen,alshongh no beleefe, For Fidesis crcc?crc inuifibilia; but confenfus s a clea-
usng or yeelding toa relation vntil the mansfeffation of another truths and when a5y wan
Jhelliuffly reproue amy thing I haue wristen for falfe and erontons Iwillnot (Ficke 2o veleafe
the Readers confent ot make [itisfaction for v urpation.Ent Sfor the rude and vulgar fors
(whobeing veterlyignevant of the operation of Learning, do prefently condemne 4, {flrange
thingswhich are not ingraué im the palms of theirown hands.pr enident 1n their own beayds
andflockes): Jcare not, for my eares bae heard fome of them [peake againft she Hxﬂ:ﬂm) of
Sampton, vvhere he tiedfire-brands 1o the tasles of Foxes, and many of thesm ageiaft the
myracles of Chrift. Imay remember youR. N -)of a Conntrie tale of an old Haffe-Pricftin
the daies of Henry the cight, vuhoreading in English after the tranflation of the Bible,
the miiracleof the fine losnes andvvo Fishes, andvvhen beecame tothe verfe thas yeelo-
weththe number of the ghiefis or eaters of the banquet hee paufed a lissle, sndaz laft fuid,
theyvere about fine bundyed: The clarke, that vvas a lissle vvifery vwﬁ%p@mi into she
priefis cares that it was fise thusfand but the prieft turned backe andreplie wuith indig-
wation Hold your peace ficrha, we (hall neuer make them belecue they were fiuehun-
dred. Sewh
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-+ Dedicatory. :

Such Priefls, fuch Peaple, [uch per[ons 1{hall draw «:pon my backe, and although 1doe
niot challenge apover of not evring, yet becanfo I [peake of the power of God, that 1s vnli-
mitable, I'willbe boldso anerre thas for sruthin the Booke sf creatures (although firfl ob-
[ferned by Heathen mess) which i nos sontrary bo the booke of Seriptures.

Laftlysthatit is the proper office of a Preacher or Deine to [it foorththefe workes of
Cody I thinke no vvife manwill make queftion,for fo did Mofes, and Danid,and Salo-
mon, end Chrift, and 5. Paule, and S. Iohn, and 5.1rency, S. Gregory, S.Bafill, S,
Aulten, S, Ierom,S. Bernard i bis enarvations or Sermons vppon the Canticles, and of
Iater daies Hidorus, The Monkesof Mefluen, Gereinianus,and toconclude that orns-
miest of our vime Teronimus Zanchivs. For how fhall we be able to [peake the whole Conir-
[ellof Godvnte his people if we read wnto them but one of his bookes when he hath another
intheworlde,which wee never fludypaft the title or outfide s altheughthe grear God hwe
made them in Epifle Dedicatory to thewhole r ace of mankind.

This is m) endeasor and paines in this Booke that Imight prefit inddelight the Resler,
whereinto he may looke on the Holyef} daies, (not omitting prayer andthe pubiicke fernice of
God J itd paffe away the Sabbacths in heauenly meditations vpon e thlycrestures, I hive
followed D.Gefoer as neer s Iconldy 1doprofe e hisn my Autkor inmioft of 1y flories,
Thaue gathredvp that which he let fal & added many pictures and fiorics as may apeare by
Conference of botl: sogerher. In the names of the Beafls, and the ki icke I hane not fwar-
wedfrom Lim as all.He was a Proteflant Phyfitian, (ararething tofixieny Keligion ins
Phyfitian altheugh Saint Luke & Phyfitian were aawriter of the Gofpell 3 Ius praifcs thei e

fore [ballrcmaipeyand alllrwang creatures fhall witn fJe for bims at the loff day. This my ta-
bor whatfocuer it be, Iconfecrate to the beviefit of all otz Enghifh Nation wnder your namse
andpatronage, apublique profeffor,alearned ¢ renerend Demmey afumoss Preacher pbjer
sied inCourt G Country,ff you wil vouchfafe to allow of mylabors, 1 fand not vpon others,
& ifit haue your comendation jt fhal incorage metoproceecto the refidue wherin I fearc 1o
smpediment but ability to carry out the charge, mycafe o flandng that Thane not any cc-
ccffe of maintainanice Lus by voluntary, benenolence for perfonall paincs, receining nomere
but alaborers wages, & bus for you, that had alfo been taken from me « Therfore Iconclude
with thewords of Saint Gregory ro Leontius, Ltnos bonaqua de vobis mudtipliciter
pradicanturaddifcentes, affiducpro gloriz vellra mcclumitate omni-
potentem valeamus dominum
deprecari.
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