Weekly Reading for EN985: The Development of English Drama 1558-1649

(updated for 2014-5)


This list is not wholly compulsory but if you want to get the most out of the course, then you should read the primary and secondary material, as well as seeking out other critical reactions of interest. Then come to seminar prepared to discuss them. 

Primary Texts
You will probably want to buy most of these, many of which will be available secondhand at knockdown prices. You will make your life much easier if you ensure you have a good text of the play, with good notes, so do not be tempted into buying cheaper editions with poor notes, or none at all. In practice, this means that you should buy New Mermaid, Revels Plays or Arden Early Modern Drama wherever possible, but where texts are very expensive (such as Humorous Day's Mirth) it may be more realistic to read it from EEBO.

English Renaissance Drama: A Norton Anthology, eds Bevington, Engle, Maus and Rasmussen (New York and London, 2002), contains Edward II, The Roaring Girl and Tis Pity She's A Whore. It would also be good to have read The Shoemaker's Holiday, Arden of Faversham, The Duchess of Malfi, Dr Faustus, The Spanish Tragedy, The Revenger's Tragedy, A New Way to Pay Old Debts over the summer to gain a basic grounding in some of the most important early modern plays. A link on the website will produce a further list of extension reading which you could usefully do over the summer.

The Drama of the English Republic 1649-60, ed. Janet Clare (Manchester UP, 2002), contains all the plays for week 10.

Edward II, Gammer Gurton's Needle, Old Wives Tale, A Woman Killed With Kindness and The Witch are available new in New Mermaid Editions, sometimes as cheap as £5.50 including postage.

Gammer Gurton's Needle and Old Wives Tale are also available secondhand in a New Mermaid collection called Three Sixteenth-Century Comedies, ed. Charles Walters Whitworth.

Joost Daadler’s (ed.) New Mermaid Thyestes may be available secondhand if you are very lucky. Otherwise buy the new MHRA Elizabethan Seneca: Three Tragedies, eds James Ker and Jessica Winston (2012), which is available as a Google ebook at £4.99: http://www.mhra.org.uk/Publications/Books/ker.html 
There are new (some available secondhand) Revels Plays editions of A Humorous Day's Mirth (hardback from £35), Every Man Out of His Humour (paperback, c. £11), Philaster (paperback, c. £11); Devil is an Ass (pbk, c. £13); there are out of print Revels Plays editions of The Lady of Pleasure and The Cardinal which may be available secondhand.

Newly edited The Sparagus Garden is at http://www.hrionline.ac.uk/brome/
Sir Thomas Wyatt is available on EEBO or in Fredson Bowers’ Dekker edition. 

Any play you cannot find in a good modern edition should be downloaded from EEBO. There are no notes, but it is good practice to read the texts as they looked when they were first printed.

General secondary reading for the course: 

Arthur F. Kinney (ed.), A Companion to Renaissance Drama (Oxford: Blackwell, 2002), Ebook via Warwick University Library catalogue (WUL).

A.M. Nagler, A Sourcebook of Theatrical History (NY: Dover Publications, 1959), pp. 111-164 (scans will be available on the course extracts page http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/library/electronicresources/extracts/en.) You may also wish to read from the beginning to p. 111 and ‘The Age of Louis XIV’. Several physical copies in Warwick University Library: PN 1721.N2  

Key: (WUL) – ebook via the library catalogue; (CoEx) – course extract available at http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/services/library/electronicresources/extracts/en. These are still being scanned but should be available before the start of term.

Week 1, Early Comedy: Anon., Gammer Gurton’s Needle (c. 1562) and George Peele, The Old Wives Tale (c. 1593).

Bruce Boehrer, ‘Ecce Feles’ in Animal Characters (Oxford: Univ of Pennsylvania Press, 2010), pp. 107-32. (CoEx).

Reid Barbour, ‘Peele, George (bap. 1556, d. 1596)’, Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford University Press, 2004 [http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/21768, accessed 27 June 2012]

Thomas Pettitt, ‘Folk Legends and Wonder Tales’ in A New Companion to Renaissance Literature (Oxford: Blackwell, 2010), pp. 341-358. (WUL)
Mary-Ellen Lamb, ‘Old wives' tales, George Peele, and narrative abjection’ in George Peele ed. David Bevington (The University Wits; Ashgate, 2011), pp. 191-206. (CoEx)
Week 2, Comedy of Humours: George Chapman, A Humorous Day’s Mirth (1597) and Ben Jonson, Every Man Out of His Humour (1599).

W. David Kay, ‘Ben Jonson’ in Kinney (ed.) Companion. (WUL)
‘Introduction’ to An Humorous Day’s Mirth, ed. Charles Edelman (Revels Plays, MUP, 2010). (CoEx)
‘Introduction’ to Every Man Out Of His Humour, ed. Helen Ostovich (Revels Plays, MUP, 2001). (CoEx)

Week 3, History: Christopher Marlowe, Edward II (1594) and Thomas Dekker, Sir Thomas Wyatt (1607)

Sir Thomas Wyatt in The Dramatic Works of Thomas Dekker, ed. Fredson Bowers (CUP, 1970), vol. 1, pp. 399-467. (CoEx) 

Joan Park, ‘History, Tragedy, and Truth in Christopher Marlowe's Edward II’,  SEL Studies in English Literature 1500-1900 39.2 (1999) 275-290. (WUL)
‘Introduction’ in English Historical Drama: Forms Outside the Canon, eds Teresa Grant and Barbara Ravelhofer (Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2007). (WUL)
Week 4, Revenge Tragedy: Jasper Heywood (tr.), Thyestes (1561) and James Shirley, The Cardinal (1641)

Michael Ullyot, ‘Seneca and the Early Elizabethan History Play’ in English Historical Drama: Forms Outside the Canon, eds Teresa Grant and Barbara Ravelhofer (Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2007), pp. 98-124. (WUL)
Rowland Wymer ‘Jacobean Tragedy’ in Michael Hattaway (ed.) A New Companion to English Renaissance Literature and Culture (Oxford: Wiley Publishing, 2010). (WUL)
John Kerrigan, Revenge Tragedy (OUP, 1996), chapt 1. ‘On Aristotle and Revenge Tragedy’ (you may also be interested in the chapters on the Renaissance). (WUL)
Week 5, City Comedy: Jonson, Chapman and Marston, Eastward Ho! (1604) and Thomas Middleton and Thomas Dekker, The Roaring Girl (c. 1607)

Michael Shapiro, ‘Boys Companies and Private Theatres’ in Kinney (ed.) Companion. (WUL)
Hic mulier: or, The man-woman: being a medicine to cure the coltish disease of the staggers in the masculine-feminines of our times. Exprest in a briefe declamation, (London : printed [at Eliot's Court Press] for I. T[rundle] and are to be sold at Christ Church gate., 1620). EEBO. 

Kate Aughterson, The English Renaissance: An Anthology, excerpts from Section 8, esp. 8.8 to 8.18. (WUL)

Week 6, Domestic Tragedy: Thomas Heywood, A Woman Killed With Kindness (1603) and John Ford, Tis Pity She’s A Whore (c. 1629)

Martin Ingram, ‘Family and Household’ in Kinney (ed.) Companion. (WUL)
Lena Cowen Orlin, ‘Domestic Tragedy’ in Kinney (ed.) Companion. (WUL)
John Dod and Robert Cleaver, A Godly Form of Householde Government (1598), on EEBO. Excerpts at http://faculty.history.wisc.edu/sommerville/367/cleverdod.htm or in Kate Aughterson, The English Renaissance: An Anthology of Sources and Documents (Routledge, 1998) esp. ‘Section 7: Gender and Sexuality’. (WUL)

Week 7, The Infernal: Thomas Middleton, The Witch (ca. 1613-6) and Ben Jonson, The Devil is an Ass (1623)

James Sharpe ‘The Debate on Witchcraft’ in Michael Hattaway (ed.) A New Companion to English Renaissance Literature and Culture (Oxford: Wiley Publishing, 2010). (WUL) 

Stuart Clark, ‘King James’s Daemonologie: Witchcraft and Kingship’, pp. 156-81 in Sydney Anglo (ed.) The Damned Act: Essays in the Literature of Witchcraft (Routledge, 1977). (CoEx) 

Week 8, Tragicomedy: Francis Beaumont and John Fletcher, Philaster (1609) and James Shirley, The Royal Master (1638).

Gordon McMullan and Jonathan Hope, ‘Introduction’, pp. 1-20 in The Politics of Tragicomedy 1610-50, ed. McMullan and Hope (Routledge, 1992). (CoEx) 

Lucy Munro, ‘Dublin Tragicomedy and the London Stage’ in Subha Mukerjee and Raphael Lyne (eds), Early Modern Tragicomedy (Boydell and Brewer, 2007), pp. 175-92. (CoEx) (For Philaster, you might also want to read Suzanne Gossett’s ‘Taking Pericles Seriously’, pp. 101-14 in this collection.) 

Week 9, Caroline Comedy: James Shirley, The Lady of Pleasure (1635/6) and Richard Brome, The Sparagus Garden (1635).

Martin Butler, ‘City Comedies: Courtiers and Gentlemen’ in Theatre and Crisis (CUP, 1984), pp. 141-80. (CoEx)

Julie Sanders, Chapter 5: ‘Neighbourhoods and Networks’, pp. 178 ff in The Cultural Geography of Early Modern Drama (Cambridge, 2011), esp. pp. 189-95. (WUL)
Week 10, Drama of the English Republic: Anon., The Tragedy of the Famous Roman Orator Marcus Tullius Cicero (1651), James Shirley, Cupid and Death (1653) and William Davenant, The Cruelty of the Spaniards in Peru (1658) in Janet Clare (ed.) The Drama of the English Republic 1649-60 (Manchester UP, 2002).

Dale B. Randall, ‘Mungrell Masques and their Kin’ in Winter Fruit: English Drama 1642-1660 (University of Kentucky Press, 1995), pp. 157-83. (CoEx)

Susan Wiseman, ‘Royalist versus Republican Ethics and Aesthetics’ in Drama and Politics in the English Civil War (Cambridge UP, 1998), pp. 62-80. (CoEx)
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