Week 2. Gothic Play: Parody and Satire 

Primary Reading: Jane Austen, Northanger Abbey (1803/1818)
Secondary Reading: one or more of the following articles:
· Kearful, Frank J. “Satire and the Form of the Novel: The Problem of Aesthetic Unity in Northanger Abbey.” ELH, vol. 32, no. 4, 1965, pp. 511–527. www.jstor.org/stable/2872256
· Wallace, Tara Ghoshal. “‘Northanger Abbey’ and the Limits of Parody.” Studies in the Novel, vol. 20, no. 3, 1988, pp. 262–273. , www.jstor.org/stable/29532579.
· Gallon, D. N. “Comedy in ‘Northanger Abbey.’” The Modern Language Review, vol. 63, no. 4, 1968, pp. 802–809.  www.jstor.org/stable/3723737 
For information about Austen’s life and works see her entry in the ODNB. 

Guidance for Reading


1. Keep track of what the novel says about “novel reading” and specific novels, the uses and functions of literature, and the narrator’s role in this. Building on your reading in week 1, what does this novel add to the debate about “appropriate” reading, the readers of Gothic, and its critics?




2. How do we know what is parody or satire in Northanger? And are we able to enjoy/”get” the parody if we have not read the novels that are the subject of its satire?







3. What is parody/satire anyway? What do literary theorists say about its function? Any thoughts on whether/how “Gothic” changes that function?
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