Module Specification

	Module Code 
	EN938

	Module Title
	Postcolonial Theory

	Module Aims

	[bookmark: _GoBack]This module is designed to offer an introduction to advanced study in the field of postcolonial literary studies. Assuming some familiarity (however limited) with some of the best-known works in the ‘postcolonial’ literary corpus (e.g., Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children or Edward W. Said’s critical writings).
Students will examine the emergence, institutionalization, and challenges posed to postcolonial theory through a set of key fictional, historical, and political texts, ranging from the late nineteenth century to the present. This module will consider the academic disciplinarization of postcolonial studies in the Anglo-American academy from the 1980s onwards, occurring in the context of economic and cultural globalization and a new American imperialism, and also focus on a range of influential texts written in earlier decades, and examine the ways in which they have shaped a host of contemporary academic debates about postcoloniality.

	Learning Outcomes

	By the end of the module the student should be able to....
	Which teaching and learning methods enable students to achieve this learning outcome?
	Which summative assessment methods will measure the achievement of this learning outcome?

	Demonstrate a broad understanding of and a stake or investment in key conceptual, theoretical and methodological debates in the postcolonial studies field
	Weekly lectures, seminar discussion
	Assessed essays

	Situate these debates institutionally, by thinking about them in relation to developments in academic work in fields and disciplines (e.g. history, anthropology, philosophy) that abut and influence postcolonial literary studies
	Weekly lectures, seminar discussion
	Assessed essays

	To contextualise the emergence and defining trajectories of postcolonial literary studies relative to wider social, political and intellectual developments – from the ‘Bandung’ era to the end of the Cold War to ‘9/11’ and the invasion of Iraq
	Weekly lectures, seminar discussion
	Assessed essays



