EN9ZF: Shakespeare in History — assessment brief

Choosing a topic for your essay is extremely important. Early planning is vital and will help you pace your work throughout the year. You must discuss your ideas for an essay topic carefully with your tutor well in advance of the deadline.

Your essay must address the learning outcomes for the module:

By the end of the module, students should be able to: 

· Demonstrate a wide and deep knowledge of Shakespearean texts which engage with the dynamic relations between literature and history. 
· Demonstrate detailed knowledge and advanced understanding of the historical contexts in which Shakespeare was writing and how these inform his plays.
· Demonstrate detailed knowledge and advanced understanding of Shakespeare's sources and how he uses them.
· Critique, evaluate and advance the current debates around the ways in which 'history' was conceived in the early modern period.
· Demonstrate advanced, detailed subject knowledge informed by recent research/scholarship at the forefront of the discipline.
· Evaluate the uncertainty, ambiguity and limitations of knowledge in the discipline.
· Demonstrate detailed knowledge and advanced understanding of how historical contexts affect the reception of Shakespeare's plays.

Essays should be 6,000 words. Marks will be deducted for essays that exceed the word-length plus or minus 10%.

In marking, examiners will reward cogency of argument, the use of appropriate material, stylistic excellence and good presentation. Candidates must also satisfy examiners that they have carried out the work required by the module and met the learning outcomes.

You are advised to write your essays using MLA conventions; if you choose another style format, please make sure you are consistent within the essay submitted.

All essays and dissertations must have a Bibliography or Works Cited. There should also be correct and full referencing of sources as in-text citation, as footnotes or as endnotes.
