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Thursday, 19 February 2015, Milburn House

Attending:
Prof. Maureen Freely
Prof. Ian Sansom
Tom Hutchinson
John Servante
George Ttoouli
Shaffira D. Gayatri

Agenda:

· MFA (Master of Fine Arts) Programme

Minutes

· Issues: 
· The MFA is a research program and not a Taught MA, but is charged as on (approximately GBP 1,000 more per year)
· Misunderstanding regarding the MFA on part of the staff and PGSSLC
· Tom’s registration problems, affecting his registration card and access to facilities; more or less caused by an overlap from graduations of MA to MFA.


Ian stated that the issue with MFA in terms of fees has been on-going for several years. An MFA student, Rachel Raymond, had tried to engage with this problem last year but as far as Ian is aware of, achieved no success. If this persists, possible actions would include formulating a PhD in Writing programme to replace the MFA programme.

According to Ian, the power is not with David Morley but with the Financial Department. Maureen reiterated that this is NOT a departmental issue as they have no access to information etc., thus should go up the chain of command. This is more of an administrative/finance issue instead.

Maureen pointed out the complaints procedure, as students’ way of getting into the system. This, however, is a last resort or back up plan if it can’t be sorted out using departmental help. 


· Tom’s Demands

1. Above all, Tom wants an apology from the graduate school in order to have this issue acknowledged and to make sure it will not happen again in the future. 
2. Establish a better understanding of the MFA degree. However Maureen said that this is not part of the administration; thus an action for PGSSLC?
3. Return of money.
4. Extension of course to cover lost time, this is supported by both Maureen and Ian. Maureen suggests an extension of two terms.
5. Certificates should be sorted out. Presently, MFA Certificates state the MFA programme as a Taught programme. 

· Actions:

Tom has spoken to David Morley, who said that he’d raise the issue with the Head of Finance. David had also told Tom to send his letter to the Head of Finance, BUT Maureen said that this was ineffective and inappropriate.

Tom is to re-email Stephen Lamb as the Senior Tutor and focus on his issues.

Maureen would be bringing up the issue at a meeting with David and Simon Swain (Pro-Vice Chancellor for the Arts and Social Sciences) later today. The issue for other MFA students (re extension) will be dealt with by Maureen.


· Action Points for PGSSLC:

1. Today’s meeting should be logged.
2. We need to follow this up in future meetings throughout the year in order to track progress.
3. Clarification is needed for the MFA programme.
4. Registration card issues (caused by overlap from graduations of MA to MFA) affect both MFA and PhD programmes and need addressing. 





