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English and Comparative Literature PGSSLC




PGSSLC Meeting - Minutes
Thursday 31st January 15.30 – 16.30 in H511

Present
Catherine Bates (staff)
Emma Francis (staff)
Katie Smith (MA Translation and Transcultural Studies)
Jonnie Critchley (MA English)
Darragh Hall (MA English)
Chris Yiannitsaros (PhD English)
Nick Collins (PhD English)
Jivitesh Vashisht (MA English)

Apologies
Pablo Mukherjee 
Nick Le Mesurier
Maureen Freely
Tess Grant
John Fletcher

1 – Minutes of previous meeting
· The minutes of the previous meeting were approved
· A brief report was made on the status of action points from the previous meeting:  
· The audit and checking through of the PGR and PGT was reported as ongoing
· Research Methods – there is alternative provision for MA Writing with the academic writing programme.  In collaboration with Pablo, Emma will look thoroughly at improvements to the one size fit all model
· Feedback is a live issue and will be reported on in the next meeting
· Emma will see whether it is possible to make public a tutors’ timetable.  It is expected that this will need to go to a student-departmental meeting.

2 – 1st Year PhD students taking Introduction to Reasearch Methods
·  It was reported that 1st year PhD students who didn’t previously do their MA at Warwick are unhappy about the need to take this course.  
· The PhD only sessions have been praised but the mixed sessions were not seen as useful.
· It is hoped that this situation will improve with the permanent replacement for the subject librarian coming in today. This has been a transitional year.  
· A suggestion that there should be a session on online academic profiles (and especially on the wisdom of such media) was well received.  
· Emma will talk more to Emma Smith about this provision.  Also Rochelle Sibley and the Learning and Skills Centre are discussed as alternatives for offering this provision.   

3 – PG Symposium 2013 update
·  An update was given – the call for papers went out by email yesterday to both PhD and MA students.  The closing date for applications is 15th March.  
· At the admin committee and departmental meeting the reform of the event was welcomed.  The budget will be increased from last year but Catherine will meet with the organisers (after 15th March) to decide by how much.
· A change to the format was suggested whereby groupings of 5 minute papers will be included as well as the usual 20 minute ones.  This is hoped to be a good introduction to conferences for MA students.  
· It was suggested that the interested MA students should be made into a pre-conference preparation group. 
· Emma Francis will meet with the organisers in the next couple of weeks and will also email the MA students who were interested in being organisers.  This meeting will decide on the model of the conference, whether it will be selective or inclusive and will discuss the inclusion of MA representatives on the committee.

4 - AOB
· The recent PG teaching tutoring, introduction sessions for new teachers, was praised.  


Next Meeting is on Thursday 28th February at 15.00 in H511.  


Meeting closed at 16.30
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