Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies

Postgraduate Staff Student Liaison Committee

Wednesday 10th June 2009

M I N U T E S 
Present:    
Staff:         Michael John Kooy, Catherine Bates, Thomas Docherty, Jackie Labbe.

Students:  MPhil/PhD –Charlotte Mathieson (Chair), Sian Mitchell, Adam Putz; MA – Natalie Hodgkiss, Hugh Furber, Chelsea Williams.

Apologies: Maureen Freely, Fran Scott, Helen Samuels, Prathyusha Venkata. 
Circulation: In addition to the above Cheryl Cave (Staff) 

	
	
	Action

	1.
	Previous minutes/Matters arising

· Correction to previous minutes: Wording of item regarding draft essays (4th item of Previous minutes/matters arising) is misleading: it is required that tutor’s read drafts, but at their discretion when they do so. CM to correct minutes accordingly.
· Contacting Tutors: MJK emailed tutors to remind them of their responsibilities to MA students over term 3; availability of tutors has improved but still some issues over response to emails and setting up appointments. 
· Critical Theory: MJK intends to take this issue to the members of staff who will teach on the Critical Theory modules next year (John Fletcher, Emma Francis and Rashmi Varma) to ensure that in the welcome meeting in week 1 the expectations and requirements of the essay are clearly communicated to students.  The section in the Handbook is to remain.
· Attendance at MA Seminars: MJK drafted a rule specific to the English Department for MA student attendance, which was circulated at the meeting.  This supplements the University-wide Regulation 13 which states that students will be removed from their course if they are unable to provide a suitable reason for an absence of five weeks.  MJK reiterates that the additional departmental regulation is not intended to enforce attendance, but to protect the value of the MA. All agreed that the department-specific guidelines should be put into place next year.
· E-Portfolio Awards: this has yet to be taken up by FS and CM, but will be looked into in the near future.
· Common Room: TD reported on room allocations for next year: H.042 has been designated for PGR use; H.103 for PGT students; and H.045 for UG. These are for use as general common room areas for students from across the faculty. The PGR rooms replaces room H.242 which is currently specifically for English PGR students as a common room/work area; H.242 is currently not used very extensively, and whilst there are some disadvantages to losing a space specifically for English PG students it is anticipated that the benefits of a general Arts Faculty common room area would compensate for this. There is the possibility of some work areas in H.042. The PGT room is also intended as a common room/work space. These changes will come into effect from August 2009. 
 
	CM
MJK

FS and CM



	2.


	PhD Matters

· Seminar Series: new organisers have been found for next year’s seminar series from a variety of departments within the Faculty. The budget contribution from the English department (£75 for the year) is to be continued next year at the same rate, with the new organisers to supplement this with funding from other departments. AP and CM organising hand-over.

	AP and CM

	3.


	MA in English Literature Matters

· MA Party: some students have expressed the wish to have an end of term party as they feel they have not had the opportunity to meet all members of staff and fellow students.  SM proposed that they attend the drinks reception at the end of the PG Symposium and/or an informal drinks party in one of the bars that will follow on from the main event.  Arrangements are not yet confirmed, but a provisional time of 7pm onward was suggested (on Wednesday week 10). SM to email Cheryl Cave with the final arrangements and this is to then be distributed to MA students.

· Academic Writing help: SM asked whether there is any form of assistance with writing for MA Students that have come from BA disciplines other than English. There is nothing specifically aimed at such students but the RLF Fellows help with all writing issues, and tutors read draft essays.  MJK deems this to be sufficient and states that it would be impractical to provide any more than that given the small number of students concerned and that the requirements to obtain an MA place ensure all students are considered capable of meeting the writing standards of the MA.  SM to feedback to student.
	SM

SM



	4.


	MA in Writing Matters

· None

 
	

	5.


	MA in Pan-Romanticisms Matters

· None


	

	6.


	Any Other Business        

· SSLC Representatives next year: CM, AP, SM and HF expect to continue as student representatives and CM will recruit new volunteers at the start of the academic year. Thanks were given to CM and NH for their work as Chair and Secretary this year.
· Annual Report: CM and NH to review this year’s minutes and to compile and distribute the Annual Report by 11th July 2009.
· Next meeting: CM to be in contact at the beginning of the Autumn term with details of the first meeting; expected to be Wednesday week 4.

	CM

CM and NH




