Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies

Postgraduate Staff Student Liaison Committee

Wednesday 28th January 2009
M I N U T E S 
Present:    
Staff:         Michael John Kooy, Catherine Bates.
Students:  MPhil/PhD –Charlotte Mathieson (Chair), Sian Mitchell, Fran Scott; MA – Natalie Hodgkiss, Hugh Furber, Chelsea Williams.
Apologies:  Thomas Docherty, Maureen Freely, Jackie Labbe, Adam Putz, Helen Samuels, Prathyusha Venkata. 
Circulation: In addition to the above Cheryl Cave (Staff) 
	
	
	Action

	1.
	Previous minutes/Matters arising
· Printer Credits: CM still in contact with Tim Sansom and Mo Surve from the Students’ Union and waiting for response on whether further action will be taken. Correspondence with Union over this issue to be maintained.
· Compulsory Theory Module: Correction to previous minutes - the issue actually affected only a small number of students, not all as the wording implied. Minutes to be corrected accordingly.
· H.007: uncertainty over whether this room is being used by postgraduates.  Representatives (particularly MA reps) to enquire as to whether fellow students are making use of this room and encourage use. If the room is not in use then it may not be available in future years.
· Humanities Common Room: CB suggested that more space for PG students could be acquired if the English department joins with other Humanities departments to obtain a general Arts Faculty PG Common Room; raising the issue at a Faculty level, rather than as an individual department issue, is likely to have stronger backing and is more practical in terms of available space. Reps agreed that a general PG area would be useful and further encourage interdisciplinary activity (social and academic) at PG level.  CB to take to Graduate Studies Committee.
· H.507 and Sexual Geographies: despite initial concerns over size of room, the room has proved adequate for teaching this term.
· Essay Deadlines: MJK has contacted students completing the Feminist Literary Theory module with a revised deadline in order to space the deadlines more evenly.

	CM
CM
Student reps
CB

	2.


	PhD Matters

· PG Symposium: The Annual Postgraduate Symposium will take place on Wednesday Week 10 – room tbc. Fran Scott, Sian Mitchell and Pete Kirwan put forward for the Organising Committee. AP and CM to forward information from last year’s event. CM to notify staff at Dept. meeting.
	FS, SM, CM, AP

	3.


	MA in English Literature Matters

· Dissertation Plan in Week 7: students feel that the week 7 deadline for a dissertation plan imposes an order of work which does not necessarily fit in with personal working habits.  MJK clarified that the deadline is designed to help students by ensuring that an appropriate amount of work is being carried out in early stages of the project. Suggested that an outline of the research completed to date will be a suitable alternative to a full dissertation plan and that it is the responsibility of students to review this with supervisors and agree whether sufficient work is underway.  This information will be emailed to students as appropriate.
· Reports: MJK has suggested that students meet him to receive and discuss the feedback reports written by module tutors in term 1 (similar to UG student review process). MJK to contact Cheryl Cave to clarify the organisation of this


	MJK

MJK

	4.


	MA in Writing Matters

· None reported, no representative present.


	

	5.


	MA in Pan-Romanticism Matters

· None reported
	

	6.


	Any Other Business        
· Library: Peter Larkin to be invited to next SSLC meeting to discuss feedback on recent changes to the library. 
· PG Seminar Series: the Arts Faculty Seminars are running successfully, co-organised between English and German depts. Turnout and response has improved from last year.
· Dept. Research Seminars: these receive a poor turnout from PG students, mainly due to problems in circulation of emails around non-teaching PG students. MJK will contact Jonathan Bate to ensure better publicity of events among Postgrads.
· Next meeting: Wednesday 25th February (week 8) at 12 in H543.
	CM
MJK




