Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies

Postgraduate Staff Student Liaison Committee

Wednesday 13th May 2009
M I N U T E S 
Present:    
Staff:         Michael John Kooy, Catherine Bates.
Students:  MPhil/PhD –Charlotte Mathieson (Chair), Sian Mitchell, Fran Scott; MA – Natalie Hodgkiss, Hugh Furber, Chelsea Williams.
Apologies:  Thomas Docherty, Jackie Labbe, Maureen Freely, Adam Putz, Helen Samuels, Prathyusha Venkata. 
Circulation: In addition to the above Cheryl Cave (Staff) 
	
	
	Action

	1.
	Previous minutes/Matters arising
· H007: this room isn’t being used by PG students and there seems to be little interest in doing so; it may be best that it is redistributed for teaching use next year. H.242, however, remains in use by PhD students.
· Finding a common room for Humanities’ students: this is an ongoing issue within the faculty; PG reps continue to welcome the idea.
· Online Timetable for Research Seminars: this has been resolved and the research seminar programme is now accessible online for all research students without the need to log in with a staff code.
· Draft Essays: the issue has largely been resolved, although some tutors are under the impression that there is a uniform deadline for reading drafts.  MJK is to email tutors with the correct information, i.e. that it is at the tutor’s discretion whether and when they read drafts, but this information must be clearly communicated at the start of the module. This is to be made clearer in the handbook or on module information pages.
·  Deadlines for MA Essays: a compromise has been reached that all students are happy with.

	MJK

	2.


	MA in English Literature Matters

· Contacting Tutors: some students are encountering difficulties in contacting tutors this term. Students are unsure as to when some tutors are available, as not all staff have replaced information regarding their office hours on their office doors since the redecoration of the corridor, and some tutors have not been responding to emails. MJK is to email tutors reminding them to respond to student emails and to keep office hours during Term 3.  CB clarified that it may be better to make a specific appointment to see tutors. 

· Critical Theory Module: some students have had difficulty in writing the critical theory essays as the requirements differ from other essays.  CW suggested that one session of the Research Methods module could be used to hold a workshop on writing critical theory essays.  MJK accepted that the difficulties should be addressed, but felt that a large, general workshop would probably not be the most helpful solution; suggested instead that a module-specific approach would be more useful and practical. Individual tutors on theory modules should be encouraged to offer advice on writing the essay, e.g. CB provides a handout.  MJK will discuss this further with those who teach theory modules.
· MA Handbook: MJK proposed that the handbook should be revised over the summer, and made several suggestions for next year. In particular, the length of the handbook will be addressed: a slimmer handbook would be more useful and usable. The detailed information on each module will be cut from the handbook: instead, students can be directed towards the websites for each module which contain more accurate and up-to-date information. Sections of the handbook could be numbered for easier access to information, and pages reordered. All reps agreed that these suggestions were useful and should be implemented. CM added that various issues regarding the handbook have been raised at meetings through out the year and it should be ensured that these issues do get included/changed as necessary; CM to check previous minutes and send MJK relevant information on suggestions that have arisen. HF suggested that it should be stated that a title should be agreed for the Critical Theory module, as the current handbook does not state this at all.

· Attendance: MJK is working on a proposal for attendance at MA seminars. There are rules regarding attendance for undergraduates and PhD students, but currently no regulations for MA students.  MJK proposes a rule whereby without at least 70% attendance (without excuse e.g. illness), the student may not be eligible to stand for their MA degree.  All reps agreed that this was reasonable. CB suggested that this may need raised at Faculty level; other departments and JL to be contacted by MJK. 
	MJK

MJK

CM, MJK

MJK



	3.


	MA in Writing Matters

· Library material: students have raised the issue that the library does not have enough stock of contemporary fiction. This needs to be brought up with module tutors who can put through requests for library material. CM to email PV.

	CM

	4.


	MA in Pan-Romanticisms Matters

· None

	

	5.


	PhD Matters

· Poster Awards: nobody from the English department submitted a poster at the recent awards and Arts Faculty submissions in general were very low. FS suggests that research students should be encouraged by the department to enter the competition as there are substantial prizes. English students are generally unsure of how to create effective posters of their research; suggested that an Arts Faculty training session could perhaps address this.

· E-Portfolio Awards: FS raised the issue that English submissions were all marked down on the “visual flair” criteria; this is unfair as English research does not easily lend itself to the inclusion of visual material (e.g. pictures, videos etc) and even those students that had substantial visual material for the subject were overlooked when compared against science subjects. FS proposes that different criteria should be used in judging English/Arts faculty entries that takes into account the difficulties of translating these types of research into suitable visual formats. CM and FS to follow up the issue and will draft an email to the judges with suggestions for re-considering some of the judging criteria in future years.

· PG Symposium: planning continues to go well. Chairs for sessions have been approached and invitations are to be sent out to PG students, including MA students- particularly those interested in PhD study.  
· CB raised the issue of the planned partnership between the English and History departments at Warwick and Vanderbilt University. Plans are still in development, but it was suggested that in future years the PhD Symposium could provide an opportunity for encouraging the collaboration between research students at both Universities; e.g. inviting Vanderbilt English research students to attend the Symposium and possibly present their work.

	CM/FS

	6.


	Any Other Business        
· Next meeting: Wednesday 10th June (week 8) at 2pm in room H. 543.
	


