Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies

Postgraduate Staff Student Liaison Committee

Wednesday 22nd October 2008
M I N U T E S 
Present:    
Staff:         Thomas Docherty, Michael John Kooy, Jackie Labbe, Maureen Freely
Students:  MPhil/PhD – Adam Putz (Chair), Charlotte Mathieson, Sian Mitchell; MA – Natalie Hodgkiss, Helen Samuels, Prathyusha Venkata
Apologies:  Hugh Furber, Chelsea Williams, Fran Scott
Circulation: In addition to the above Cheryl Cave (Staff) 
	
	
	Action

	1.
	Previous minutes/Matters arising
· MA in Writing Rep: new representatives have been recruited for all MA programmes, including the MA in Writing.
· Duties of SSLC Reps: some representatives did not fulfil all their duties last year, with poor turn out at meetings. It was agreed that the duties of SSLC reps should be written up and issued to new reps at the start of the year. AP and CM to write and send out description of duties as soon as possible.
· Critical Practice: the new version of the Critical Practice Module is now up and running.
	AP/CM


	2.


	MA in English Literature Matters
· Printer credits: Some students are concerned about the new system for buying printer credits: there is no longer the option to buy credits at a helpdesk (i.e. in person, paying with cash), all credits must now be purchased online using a credit/debit card. Some are unhappy at having to use internet payment facilities, and international students do not have credit cards. TD will send a formal objection if necessary; the issue will first be raised via the Students’ Union - CM to email Tim Sansom. 
	CM

	3.


	MA in Writing Matters
· Research Methods: MA in Writing students feel that the compulsory research methods module is not relevant to their degree, and are especially unhappy about the requirement to submit work for the course. MF explained that a specific MA in Writing version of Research Methods, organised by Cathia Jenainati, ran in previous years, but that due to poor attendance it was dropped for this year. MJK, JL, MF agreed that the current course is relevant and useful for the students but that this needs to be communicated to them at the induction meeting. In subsequent years there will be clearer explanation of the purpose of the course in the handbook and at the induction session. For this year, MJK and MF to talk to students and convey the importance of the course: further details to be arranged between MJK and MF.
· Printing Costs: question raised as to whether printing costs can be covered by the Department due to the large amount of printing required for Writing Programme courses. TD confirmed that this issue has been raised in previous years and that there was a system in place several years ago; the details of this need to be checked as to what was covered, how, and why it was stopped. TD unsure whether budget will cover printing but will confirm once the history behind this has been checked. Also suggested that last year, students came up with a solution to the problem; AP/CM to check back through minutes and find out what this was.
· One–to–one support: students concerned at the limited availability of writing tutors to provide one-on-one support and feedback. MF explained that the amount of support increases throughout the term, and that a new member of staff will be starting next term to provide support for writing fiction. Initial anxiety of students perhaps leads to a perceived lack of support; the details of what is/ will be available needs to be clarified to ease student anxiety.

  
	MJK / MF

TD/ AP/ CM

MF

	4.


	MA in Pan-Romanticism Matters
· Different requirements of Pan-Rom. MA: some confusion as to what sessions MA in Pan-Romanticism students are expected to attend, both amongst students and some staff. JL will clarify in next year’s handbook what is required of students.
	JL

	5.


	PhD Matters
· Email: some new students unsure as to whether they had been put on email lists, especially those starting at other times in the year. JL confirmed that this should now be resolved, following the initial settling-in period and office pressures. CM checked with Cheryl Cave that all new students have been added to mailing lists. 

	

	6.


	Any Other Business        
· Review of 2007-08 Annual Report: the final copy of the report (submitted in the summer) was distributed.
· Arts Faculty Postgraduate Seminar Series: the first seminar series was successful and well-attended. The budget for refreshments is required- CM and AP to draw up a proposed budget for the year, and TD will confirm what is available. Other departments may also be able to contribute.
· Nomination of new chair and secretary: Thanks were given to AP and AJ for their work as Chair and Secretary throughout the previous academic year. Charlotte Mathieson to take up the position of Chair and Natalie Hodgkiss will be the secretary for the 2008-09 year.
· Next meeting: Wednesday 26th November (week 9) at 12 in room H543.

	CM/AP


