Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies

Postgraduate Staff Student Liaison Committee

Wednesday 25th February 2009
M I N U T E S 
Present:    
Staff:         Michael John Kooy, Catherine Bates, Jackie Labbe.
Students:  MPhil/PhD –Charlotte Mathieson (Chair), Sian Mitchell, Fran Scott; MA – Natalie Hodgkiss, Hugh Furber, Chelsea Williams.
Other: Peter Larkin (English Subject Specialist, Library)
Apologies:  Thomas Docherty, Maureen Freely, Adam Putz, Helen Samuels, Prathyusha Venkata. 
Circulation: In addition to the above Cheryl Cave (Staff) 
	
	
	Action

	1.
	Previous minutes/Matters arising
· H007: CM sent an email to all postgraduate students to encourage the use of this room.  There has been little response. Reps to continue to gauge use of, and interest in, this room; also to consider how facilities could be improved to increase usage.
· Finding a common room for Humanities’ students: emails sent by FS and CM to PhD students, which received no replies but generally students are enthusiastic about the possibility. MA reps also expressed interest. Correction to previous minutes: CB to take the issue to Faculty level. This issue was not discussed at the last Faculty Meeting, but CB reports that there was discussion at the Admin Committee Meeting regarding putting a bid in for Film and TV rooms to form a space for research students. CB to continue to pursue issue.
· Dissertation Plan / Research Completed Report: the changes were implemented successfully and the issue is to be reviewed for following years.
· Reports on MA Students: MJK has asked Cheryl Cave to email students and the process of meeting students to give feedback on reports is going ahead.
· Departmental Staff-Student Research Seminars: emails are now reaching all research students but the online timetable still requires a staff login so non-teaching research students unable to access. CM to ask Julia Gretton to change access on the timetable page.

	PG reps
CB

MJK
CM

	2.


	PhD Matters

· PG Symposium: planning is progressing well: a call for papers has been sent by FS, via email and personal invitations in pigeon holes. An online form for applications has also been created. Catering to be taken into consideration- helpers possibly needed. Change of venue to Wolfson Research Exchange, although card access needs to be obtained to enable MA students to attend. 

· PG organisers: CM received an email regarding the process of recruiting organisers directly from the SSLC, without an announcement throughout all PhD students. Next year a general call for volunteers should be circulated around all PhD students so that anyone interested in organising has the opportunity to do so.

	SM and FS
CM

	3.


	MA in English Literature Matters

· Draft Essays: there is confusion among students on some modules regarding the policy reading draft essays, and how close to the deadline a draft can be submitted. MJK stated that it is clear in the handbook that tutors will read drafts, but that the proximity to the final deadline is at the tutor’s discretion. However, some students reported that some tutors only read plans instead of drafts, and that the deadlines were not clearly communicated at the start of term. MJK will contact tutors to remind them that drafts should be read and that students should be clearly informed of the deadline at the start of the module. This section in the handbook may be expanded next year.  

· Photocopying: there have been a few complaints that students on some modules receive course packs containing the core reading, whereas other tutors require their students to photocopy items from books or resources placed in the common room. Students think that this is time consuming, costly, and it is unfair that there is inconsistency between modules. Particular problems are with Postcolonial Literary Theory and Outcast Ireland. JL clarified that the necessity of students to do their own photocopying may be due to copyright regulations. MJK will contact particular tutors about this issue, with the proposal that texts can be scanned and uploaded onto the library database for free access.  MJK also suggested holding an end of year meeting for all MA tutors to discuss issues such as this.

· Deadlines: CW raised the issue of the spacing of MA essay deadlines, as outlined in the paper prepared by CW (see attached document, circulated with meeting minutes). Some students feel that deadlines fall too close together, and that those who took Feminist Literary Theory have a significant advantage over others as their deadlines are more evenly spaced. Students would like deadlines to be altered in order to allow more time for working on the dissertation in term 3 and to work on an option essay over the summer.  MJK emphasised the difficulty of changing the deadlines again, especially as some of the perceived problems have arisen as the result of a previous change to deadlines, which was brought about following student pressure. JL also noted that some of the problems are a result of specific, unavoidable circumstances this year such as staff research leave, which meant certain modules ran in a different term to usual. MJK to further consider the details of the proposal.

	MJK

MJK

MJK

	4.


	MA in Writing Matters
· Duplicate Essay Copies: PV questioned whether it is necessary to submit 3 copies of each essay, and whether there is the potential to implement an online submission process which would be accompanied by only 1 paper copy. JL confirmed that three copies are necessary: one copy is needed for the student, one copy is for the file, and one is for external markers. Online submission is not a viable possibility due to the practicalities of setting up such a system, and would shift the burden of printing to staff.

	

	5.


	MA in Pan-Romanticisms Matters
· Return of Essays: these are handed back in Week 9/10, the same as all other MA students’ essays.  JL will add this information to the Pan-Romanticisms handbook.

	JL


	6.


	Any Other Business        
· Library issues: Peter Larkin attended the meeting and discussed the new Research Exchange and EBooks. The Research Exchange has been very successful and there is the potential that it may expand depending on usage. EBooks are becoming more popular and are a useful way of increasing access to required course material; more may be purchased if there is sufficient feedback to make this worthwhile.
· Printer Credits: Tim Sansom confirmed to CM that an IT Services provision will remain in the Library, and that further pressure is being placed on the University to increase the options for printer credit purchase for International Students; one possibility is the provision of a service at Costcutters.
· Next meeting: Wednesday 13th May (week 4) at 12 in room H.543.

	


