Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies

Postgraduate Staff Student Liaison Committee

Wednesday 26th November 2008
M I N U T E S 
Present:    
Staff:         Thomas Docherty, Michael John Kooy, Jackie Labbe.
Students:  MPhil/PhD –Charlotte Mathieson (Chair), Adam Putz, Sian Mitchell, Fran Scott; MA – Natalie Hodgkiss, Helen Samuels, Prathyusha Venkata, Hugh Furber, Chelsea Williams.
Other: Academic Representative Coordinator SU - Tim Sansom.

Apologies:  Maureen Freely.
Circulation: In addition to the above Cheryl Cave (Staff) 
	
	
	Action

	1.
	Previous minutes/Matters arising
· Duties of SSLC Reps: CM wrote and emailed a description of duties, all representatives received a copy.
· Printer Credits: CM contacted Tim Sansom from the SU who passed on the issue to ITS. ITS replied with lists of all cards that can be used to purchase printer credits online. Tim Sansom further informed that the closure of the library helpdesk is part of the ITS move to Westwood, where there is a helpdesk, but there are no plans at present to restore the central campus helpdesk. The International Office has a scheme that enables cash to be given for buying printer credits, with a credit card being debited accordingly. This scheme has a low take-up, mostly because it is not publicised; information is only given in response to individual student contact. CW also raised the point that when International students use a non-UK card online, they face a currency conversion charge. Both methods of payment therefore disadvantage International students. CM to continue this investigation along with Tim Sansom and the SU Education Officer; if necessary, JL will take issue further to the Board of Graduate Studies as this is anticipated to be a problem across other departments.  
· Research Methods: the issue among MA in Writing students has hopefully now been resolved.
· Printing Costs: PV and others have been in touch with previous students trying to find out their solution to this problem.  CM did not find anything in last year’s minutes; FS to check also. TD confirmed that the Department will not be able to contribute to students’ printing costs.

	CM

FS

	2.


	PhD Matters

· No 3rd year PhD representative: emails have been sent by CM, but there have been no volunteers.  It will be the responsibility of the 1st and 2nd year representatives to raise any 3rd year issues.
· Room H007: this room has become available for PG use, and PG students can help decide how it is to be used. CM suggested using it as an informal social space or reading room. PV suggested that MA students would find it helpful for informal group meetings outside of seminars. The lack of suitable furniture is an issue: JL suggested moving H502’s chairs, AP suggested emailing Estates to ask for more chairs. CM to email students asking for any other suggestions and to arrange the provision of furniture with Cheryl Cave.

	CM



	3.


	MA in English Literature Matters

· Essay Deadlines: HF received an email from a part-time student who is pressured by deadlines: Critical Theory essay and the term 1 module essay are due for submission in close succession.  MJK identified that deadlines have already been changed to the benefit of students, with flexibility being given for all but the foundation module. He added that it was beneficial to MA study to complete the foundation module as early as possible, and that it is impractical to offer different deadlines for all essays. MJK offered to talk to the student if necessary. Hugh Furber to report back to student the outcome of the meeting.

· Impracticality of Room H507: many students feel that this room is too small, too noisy and generally an inadequate space for larger seminar groups. TD agreed it was not a space conducive to study, but there is no other room available.  JL suggested moving the furniture to create a larger space within the room; TD added that investigating room availability at the Capital Centre might provide a solution. In particular, Sexual Geographies module is anticipated to be over-subscribed, thereby making H507 even more uncomfortable: MJK to contact Gill Frith.

· Confusion over Deadlines and Word Counts: some students are still unclear as to when essays are to be submitted and what their length is to be, despite reading the handbook.  MJK asks students to contact their personal tutors over such matters.
· Compulsory Theory Module: some students have expressed a strong dislike of the compulsory theory component of the Foundation Module. TD is aware that some are struggling with and that students’ familiarity with theory is varied.  A longer course length for TD’s theory module (10 weeks rather than 5) may help with difficulties in future years. This issue may eventually require a departmental discussion, but at present TD feels it does not merit this. Whilst structural changes may occur, the theory module is considered an important part of the MA and will therefore remain compulsory.

	HF
MJK

	4.


	MA in Writing Matters
· None

	

	5.


	MA in Pan-Romanticisms Matters
· None
	

	6.


	Any Other Business        
· Training for SSLC Representatives by SU: due to short notice, many did not attend this training. CM raised the issue with the SU who will try to give more notice in future years. There are SSLC pages on the SU website containing all the information from the training, including the handbook and a video recording of one of the sessions. Minutes and agendas are also uploaded there. Tim Samson will send CM the link. All reps should have a look at the website.
· Next meeting: Wednesday 28th January (week 4) at 1pm in room H543.

	


