Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies

Postgraduate Staff Student Liaison Committee

Wednesday 3rd February 2010

M I N U T E S 

Present:    

Staff:        Catherine Bates, Jackie Labbe, Pablo Mukhurjee, Peter Larkin.

Students:  Richard Metcalf (Chair), Carrie Bell, Charlotte Mathieson, Monita Mohan, Siân Mitchell, Hugh Furber, Fran Scott, Sophie Rudland, Joe Jackson.

Apologies: Adam Putz

Circulation: In addition to the above Cheryl Cave (Staff) 

	
	
	Action

	1.
	Previous minutes/Matters arising:

· Common Room: The Faculty PG Research Student common room is now available. It is located in H042 and is fully furnished. An MA student common room is also available in H103 as is a work room in the Graduate Space, H448a. The departmental common room is now clear of computers.

· Dissertation workshops: The schedule for these workshops is in the process of being reorganised.

· Symposium: Three people have volunteered to organise the event, with last year's organisers advising. The venue has now been booked.


	

	2.


	PhD Matters

· No matters
	

	3.


	MA in English Literature Matters

· Essay Deadlines: Some students have reported that essay deadlines are spaced too close together so that there is a one month gap between the Critical Theory submission deadline and the first term module deadline, whereas there are two months between the submission in February and the deadline for term two's essay. 

The essays are spaced to ensure enough time for feedback to aid the second term's essay and to fit in with the marker's schedule. Critical theory essays are also shorter and should be undertaken in the first term.
	

	4.


	MA in Writing Matters

· Funding: Are there any recommendations for the funding of creative projects, with specific reference to an anthology of writing by the students? Suggestions: The university website occasionally has information on bursaries available for projects. 

 
	

	5.


	MA in Translation Studies Matters

· No matters


	

	6.


	Any Other Business        

· Announcements: Prof. Kevin Sharpe will be giving a talk on Interdisciplinary Opportunities on Wednesday 10th February at 5pm in H042. The talk is open to all PhD students.

· English duplicates: £18,000 in library funds for primary and secondary materials is available this year.  

· ISS Awards: Success of three PhD students in the ISS awards. Fellowships in two rounds each year; see ISS website for more details.

· Next meeting: Wednesday 3rd March (week 8) at 9am in H401.


	


