Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies

Postgraduate Staff Student Liaison Committee

Wednesday 28th October 2009

M I N U T E S 
Present:    
Staff:         Catherine Bates, Jackie Labbe, Pablo Mukherjee.

Students:  MPhil/PhD –Charlotte Mathieson (Chair), Sian Mitchell, Adam Putz, Fran Scott, Sophie Rudland, Joseph Jackson; MA – Richard Metcalf, Monita Mohan, Carrie Bell, Sarah Curtis.

Apologies: David Morley, Hugh Furber
Circulation: In addition to the above Cheryl Cave.
	
	
	Action

	1. 
	Nomination of new Chair and Secretary

· Richard Metcalf elected as Chair of the PG SSLC for the 2009-10 academic year, and Carrie Bell to take the position of secretary.
	

	2.
	Previous minutes/Matters arising

· Common Room: Faculty common room now available and a new room is available for English Dept. postgraduate research students, H.107. Room is equipped with 6 or 7 PCs, printers and a photocopier, fridge and kettle facilities. Suggested that some pcs will be cleared for laptop space. An email to be circulated informing all research students of the room.
· Annual Report: The report was submitted in July. CB updated on matters arising in the report: Assessment: electronic submission of MA essays is now possible (for the purpose of archiving and plagiarism detection); Academic Resources: photocopying codes are available for all PGR students to use in H.107 (allowing up to 500 copies/year); Career Provision: PGRs can now access the MLA job listings (details circulated via email and on graduate notice board).
	

	3.


	MA in English Literature Matters

· World Literature module: Some students are unhappy with the module content. This is an issue to follow up with tutors on feedback forms, not at SSLC level.

· Essay deadlines for part-time students: Some students feel that the workload in the first term is more demanding than anticipated and equivalent to that of full-time students. PM has considered the issue and it cannot be rectified due to the necessity of approving dissertations at an early stage. The handbook could include clarification on this to prevent the issue arising in future years.

· Timetabling: Some confusion over start-of-term arrangements for new students, due to the handbook stating that timetables are provisional and the lack of online timetables. Suggested that the handbook is clearer over how “provisional” the timetables are (i.e. times are fixed unless the module does not run).
	

	4.


	MA in Writing Matters

· Printing costs: the course requires excessive printing costs and it is difficult to obtain access to printers in the busy library. As in previous years, the department is unable to subsidise printing and there is no designated space in the department for printers for MA students. Suggested that students photocopy if multiple copies are required. Writing students are currently unaware of the PG computer room next to the Arts Faculty Graduate Space on 4th floor; MM to inform students of this.
	MM

	5.


	MA in Translation Matters:
· Timetabling: Students feel that timetables are not issued soon enough and were confused by the inaccuracy of website information. JL pointed out that late admissions/students not accepting places on time render it difficult for information to be communicated, but it is hoped that the registration process will run more smoothly in future years.


	

	6.

	. PhD Matters

· PhD in Translation Studies: Library Resources: too few resources for Translation students; issue to be raised at future meeting with Library rep. present. Transfer to English Dept.: some students feel isolated following the move to the English Dept. Aim of the dept. is to encourage integration of students into the dept. Research groupings to be updated, and JL to ensure that all students are on the email circulation lists.

· Staff-Student Research Seminars: Some 1st-year students unable to attend due to clash with Research Methods course. RM class cannot be moved, but possibility that Seminar time can be changed in the future. However, RM only runs for term 1 so this will not be a problem next term.

· Arts Faculty Seminar Series: Seminar Series is off to a successful start following the welcome evening and first seminar. Organisation is spread across a few departments so it is hoped this will encourage more inter-departmental involvement.

· PG Symposium: Room booking needs to be made; SM to book Wolfson Research Exchange seminar rooms for 30th June. The organising team will be discussed in the next meeting.

· Wolfson Research Exchange: SM informed that a forum for issues regarding the use of the research exchange is to be held on Weds 4th November. Many students unhappy with how the work space is being used; PGRs to be encouraged to attend the meeting.

	JL

SM

	6.


	Any Other Business        

· Next meeting: Wednesday 25th November (week 8) at 9am in room H.401.
	


