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Introduction

A bout five years after Orientalism was published in !;;E began to gather
together some ideas about the general relationship between culture
and empire that had become clear to me while writing that book. The first
result was a series of lectures that [ gave at universities in the United States,
Canada, and England in 1985 and 1986. These lectures form the core argu-
ment of the present work, which has occupied me steadily since that time.
ount of scholarship in anthropolo history, and area
-studies has developed arguments I put forward in Orientalism, which was
limited to the Middle East. So I, too, have tried here to expand the argu-
6 ments of the earlier book to describe a more general pattern of relationships
between the modern metropolitan West and its overseas territories.

What are some of the non~Middle Eastern materials drawn on here?
MEM}M& Far East, Australia, and the
_Caribbean; these Africanist and Indianist discourses, as some of them have

been called, I see mumpean effort to rule distant lands
and peoples and, therefore, as related to Orientalist descriptions of the

Islamic_world, as well as to Eurgpmcmwxmmmhe
Caribbean islands, Ireland, and the Far East What are striking in these
ds one keeps encountering in their descrip-
tions of “the mysterious East,” as well as the W
[or Indian or Irish or Jamaican or.Chinese] mind,” the notions about bring-

ing civilization to primitive or barbaric peoples, the disturbingly familiar
ideas about flogging or death or extended punishment being required when
‘they” misbehaved or became rebellious, because “they” mainly understood
force or violence best; “they” were not like “us,” and for that reason de-
served to be ruled.
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xii Introduction

Yet it was the case nearly everywhere in the non-European world that the
coming of the white man brought forth some sort of resistance. What I left
out of Orientalism was that resp to Western dominance which cul-
minated in the great movement of decolonization all across the Third
World. Along with armed resistance in places as diverse as nineteenth-
century Algeria, Ireland, and Tndonesia, there also went considerable efforts
in cyltural resistance almost everywhere, the assertions of nationalist identi-
ties, and, i olitical realm, the creation of associations and parties whose
common goal was self-determination and national independence. Never was
it the case that the imperial encounter pitted an active Western intruder
against a supine or inert non-Western native; there was a/ways some form of
active resistance, and in the overwhelming majority of cases, the resistance
finally won out.

These two factors—a general world-wide pattern of imperial culture, and
a historical experience of resistance against empire—inform this book in
ways that make it not just a sequel to Orientalism but an pt-to-do
something else. In both books I have emphasized what in a rather general
way I have called “culture.” As I use the word, “culture” means two things
in particular. First of all it means all those practices, like the arts of descrip-

tion, communication, and representation, that have relative autonomy from
ﬂmwmﬁc
forms, one of whose principal aims is pleasure, Included, of course, are both
the popular stock of lore about distant parts of the world and specialized
knowledge available in such learned disciplines as ethnography, historiogra-
phy, philology, sociology, and literary history. Since my exclusive focus here

is on the modern Western empires of the nineteenth and twentieth centu-
ries, | have looked especially at cultural forms like th w which I believe

Jies, 1
were immensely important in the formation of imperial attitudes, references,

and experiences. I do not mean that only the novel was important, but that
1 consider it #he aesthetic object whose connection to the expanding societies
of Britain and France is particularly interesting to study. The prototypical
modern realistic novel is Robinson Crusoe, and certainly not accidentally it is
about a European who creates a fiefdom for himself on a distant, non-
European island.

A great deal of recent criticism has concentrated on narrative fiction, yet
very lietle attention has been paid to its position in the history and world of
empire. Readers of this book will quickly discover that harrative is crucial

"to my argument here, my basic point being that stories are at the heart of
what explorers and novelists say about strange regions of the world; they
also become the methad colonized people use to assert their own identity

and the existence of their own history. The main battle in imperialism is

Introduction xiii

over land, of course; but when it came to who owned the land, who had the
right to settle and work on it, who kept it going, who won it back, and who
now plans its future—these issues were reflected, con

tme decided in narrative. As one critic has suggested, nations themselves
gre narrations. The power to narrate, or to block other narratives from
forming and emerging, is very important to culture and imperialism, and
constitutes one of the main connections between them. Most importantLthe
grand narratives of emancipation and enlightenment mobilized people in the
many Europeans and Americans were also stirred by these stories and their
protagonists, and they too fought for new narratives of equality and human
community.

Second, and almost imperceptibly, culture is a concept that includes a
refining and elevating element, each society’s reservoir of the best that has
been known and thought, a5 Matthew Arnold put it in the 1860s. Arnold
believed that culture palliates, if it does not altogether neutralize, the rav-
ages of a modern, aggressive, mercantile, and brutalizing urban existence.
You read Dante or Shakespeare in order to keep up with the best that was
thought and known, and also to see yourself, your people, society, and
tradition in their best lights. In time, culture comes to be associated, often
aggressively, with the nation or the state; this differendates “us” from
“them,” almost always with some degree of xenophobia. Culture in this
sense is ifwjgm and a rather combative one at that, as we see
in recent “returns” to culture and tradition. These “returns” accompany
rigorous codes of intellectual and moral behavior that are opposed to the
permissiveness associated with such relatively liberal philosophies ag mul-
ticulturalism and hybridity. In the formerly colonized world, these “returns”
have produced varieties of religious and nationalist fundamentalism.

In this second sense culture is a sort of theater where various political and
ideological causes engage one another. Far from being a placid realm of
Apollonian gentility, culture can even be a battleground on which causes
expose themselves to the light of day and contend with one another, making
it apparent that, for instance, American, French, or Indian students who are
taught to read tbeir national classics before they read others are expected to

appreciate and bel en uncritically, to their nations a i-
tions while denigrati ing agai S.

Now the trouble with this idea of culture is that it entails not only
venerating one’s own culture but also thinking of it as somehow divorced
from, because transcending, the everyday world. Most professional human-
ists as a result are unable to make the connection between the prolonged and
serdid cruelty of practices such as slavery, colonialist and racial oppression,
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or French artists whom I admire took issue with the nf)tion of “m..lb]ect” or
“inferior” races so prevalent among officials who practiced t!'nose ideas as a
macter of course in ruling India or Algeria. They were w&d
hotions,_ and they helped fuel the imperial acquisition of territoue.s in Africa
throughout the nineteenth century. In thinking of Carlyle or Ruskin, or even
of Dickens and Thackeray, critics have often, I believe, relegated these
writers’ ideas about colonial expansion, inferior races, or “niggers” to a very
different department from that of culture, culture being the elevated area of
activity in which they “truly” belong and in which they did their “really”
important work.

Culture conceived in this way can become a rotective enclosure: check
your politics at the door before you enter it. Asmt his
entire professional life teaching literature, yet who also grew up in the
pre-World War Two colonial world, I have found it a challenge ot to see
cylmre in_this way—that is, antiseptically quarantined from its worldly
aﬂiliadonﬁbmm\m@idly varieé__ﬁgld_gfﬂndi@bThe novels

and other books I consider here Tanalyze because first of all I find them
estimable and admirable works of art and learning, in which I and many
other readers take pleasure and from which we derive profit. Second, the
challenge is to connect them not only with that pleasure and profit but also

with the in‘q?\_g{ﬁi_a_l,g_gmas\lmoﬁnhich they were manifestly and unconcealedly
a part; rather than condemning or ignoring their participation in what was
an unquestjoned reality in their societies, [ suggest that what we learn about
this hitherto ignored aspect actually and truly Wnd
understanding of them,
Let me say a little here about what I have in mind, using two well-known
and very great novels. DWQM[) is primarily a novel
about self-delusion, about Pip's vain attempts to become a gentleman with
neither the hard work nor the aristocratic source of income required for such
arole. Early in life he helps a condemned convict, Abel Magwitch, who, after
being transported to Australia, pays back his young benefactor with large
sums of money; because the lawyer involved says nothing as he disburses the
money, Pip persuades himself that an elderly gentlewoman, Miss Havisham,
has been his patron. Magwitch then reappears illegally in London, unwel-
comed by Pip because everything about the man reeks of delinquency and
unpleasantness. In the end, though, Pip is reconciled to Magwitch and 1o his
reality: he finally acknowledges Magwitch—hunted, apprehended, and fa-
tally ill—as his surrogate father, not as someone to be denied or rejected,
—_—
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though Magwitch is in fact unacceptable, being from Australia, a penal
colony designed for the rehabilitation but not the repatriation of transported
English criminals.

Most, if not all, readings of this remarkable work situate it squarely within
the metropolitan history of British fiction, whereas I believe that it belongs
in a history both more inclusive and more dynamic than such interpretations
allow. It has been left to two more recent books than Dickens’s—Robert
Hughes's magisterial The Fatal Shore and Paul Carter’s brilliantly speculative
The Road to Botany Bay—to reveal 2 vast history of speculation about and
experience of Australia, a “white” colony like Ireland, in which we can
locate Magwitch and Dickens not as mere coincidental references in_tha
Wm;hgough the novel and through a much older
and wider experience between England and its overseas territories,

Australia was established as a penal colony in the late eighteenth century
mainly so that England could transport an_irredeemable, excess

_population of felons to a place, originally charted by Captain Cook, that
w'mhials(ﬁu\__nc_tjm@my‘mthgQOW lost in America. The pursuit
of profit, the building of empire, and what Hughes calls social apartheid
together produced modern Australia, which by the time Dickens first took
an interest in it during the 1840s (in David Copperfield Wilkins Micawber
happily immigrates there) had progressed somewhat into profitabili da

sort of “free system” where laborers could do well on their own if allowed
to do so. Yet in Magwitch

Dickens knotted several strands in the English perception of convicts
in Australia at the end of transportation. They could succeed, bug th y

could hardly, in the real sense, return. They could expiate their cg;is

. . N
in a technical, legal sense, but what they suffered there warped them
into permanent outsiders. And yet they were c

apable of redemption—
as long as they _S—tfﬁ_‘_ig’.,éllﬂﬂia'l

Carter's exploration of what he calls Australia’s patial histo offers us
another version of that same experienge. Here explorers, convicts, e
phers, profiteers, soldiers chart the vast and relatively empty continent each
in a discourse that jostles, displaces, or incorporates the others, Botany Bay

is therefore first of all an Enl ghtenm, iscourse of travel and discove: A

then a set of travelling narrators (including Cook) whose words, charts, and
intentions accumulate the strange territories and gradually turn them into

“bome” The adjacence between the Benthamite organization of space

(which produced the city of Melbourne) and the apparent disorder of the
Australian bush is shown by Carter to have becos

thnogra-

me an optimistic transfor-
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xvi Introduction

mation of social space, which produced a\@ﬂgﬁg&nt_{wn Ede'n

for laborers in the 1840s.2 What Dicken§ envisions for Pip, being M.agwuch s

“London gentleman,” is roughly equlvale.nt to what was _envxsxoned by

English benevolence for Australia, one social space authorizing another.

But Grear Expectations was not written with anything like the concern for
native Australian accounts that Hughes or Carter has, nor did it presume or
forecast a tradition of Australian writing, which in fact came later to include
the literary works of David Malouf, Peter Carey, and Patrick White. The
prohibition placed on Magwitch’s return is not only penal but imp;ri_fa:

subjects can be taken to places like Australia, but they cannot be allowed a

“return” to metropolitan space, which, as all Dickens’s ficon testifies, is

meticulously charted, spoken for, inhabited by a hierarchy of metropolitan
_bersonages. So on the one hand, interpreters like Hughes and Carter expand
on the relatively attenuated presence of Australia in nineteenth-century
British writing, expressing the fullness and earned integrity of an Australian
history that became independent from Britain’s in the twentieth century;
yet, on the other, an accurate reading of Grear Expectations must note that.
after Magwitch's delinquency is expiated, so to speak, after Pip redemp-
tively acknowledges his debt to the old, bitterly energized, and vengeful
convict, Pip himself collapses and is revived in two explicitly positive ways.
A new Pip appears, less laden than the old Pip with the chains of the
past—he is glimpsed in the form of a child, also called Pip; and the old Pip
takes on 2 new career with his boyhood friend Herbert Pocket, this ime not
as an idle gentleman but as a hardworking trader in the East, where Britain’s
other colonies offer a sort of normality that Australia never could.

“Thus even as Dickens settles the difficulty with Australia, another struc-
ture of attitude and reference emerges to suggest Britain’s imperial inter-
course through trade and travel with the Orient. In his new career as colonial
businessman, Pip is hardly an exceptional figure, since nearly all of Dickens'’s

usinessmen, wayward relatives, and frightening outsiders have a fairly
normal and secure connection with the empire. But it is only in recent years
that these connections have taken on interpretative importance. A new
generation of scholars and critics—the children of decolonization in some
instances, the beneficiaries (like sexual, religious, and racial minorities) of
advances in human freedom at home—have seen in such great texts of
Western literature a standing interest in what was considered a lesser world,
populated with lesser people of color, portrayed as open to the intervention
of so many Robinson Crusoes.

By the end of the nineteenth century the empire is no longer merely a
shadowy presence, or embodied merely in the unwelcome appearance of a

fugitive convict but, in the works of writers like Gonrad, Kipling, Gide, and
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Loti, a central area of concern. Conrad’s Nostroma (1904)—my second exam-
ple—isset in a Central American republic, independent (unlike the African
and East Asian colonial settings of his earlier fictions), and dominated at the
same time by outside interests because of its immense silver mine. For a
contemporary American the most compelling aspect of the work is Conrad’s

ience: he forecasts the unstoppable unrest and “misrule” of the Larin
American republics (governing them, he says, quoting Bolivar, is like plow-
ing the sea), and he singles out North America’s particular way of influgnc-
ing conditions in a decisive yet barely visible way. Holroyd, the San
Francisco financier who backs Charles Gould, the British owner of the San
Tomé mine, warns his protégé that “we won't be drawn into any large
trouble” as investors. Nevertheless,

We can sit and watch. Of course, some day we shall step in. We are
bound to. But there’s no hurry. Time itself has got to wait on the
greatest country in the whole of God’s universe. We shall be giving the
word for everything—industry, trade, law, journalism, art, politics, and
religion, from Cape Horn clear over to Surith's Sound, and beyond it,
too, if anythin, taking hold of turns up at th, ole. And
then we shall have the leisure to take in hand the outlying islands and
continents of the earth. s }

world likes it or not. Th@mﬁnanllﬂgtmnmn__w_@l‘[.

guess.?

Much of the rhetoric of the “New World Order” promulgated by the
American government since the end of the Cold War—with its redolent
self-congratulation, its unconcealed triumphalism, its grave proclamations of
responsibility—might have been scripted by Conrad’s Holroyd: we are
nmmm&mmm,wmﬁ‘m&dmﬂi so
on. No American has been immune from this s;m;@f feeling} and yer
the implicit warning contained in Conrad’s portraits of Holroyd and Gould
is rarely reflected on since the rhetoric of power all too easily produces an
illusion of benevolence when deployed in an imperial setting. Yet it is a
thetoric whose most damning characteristic is that it has been used before,
not just once (by Spain and Portugal) but with deafeningly repetitive fre-
quency in the modern period, by the Brirish, the French, the Belgians, the
Japanese, the Russians, and now the Americans.

Yetit would be incomplete to read Conrad’s great work simply as an early
prediction of what we see happening in twentieth-century Latin America,
with its string of United Fruit Companies, colonels, liberation forces, and

American-financed mercenaries. Conrad is the precursor of the Western
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views of the Third World which one finds in the work of novelists as
different as Graham Greene, V. S. Naipaul, and Robert Stone, of theoreti-
cians of imperialism like Hannah Arendt, and of travel writers, filmmakers,
and polemicists whose specialty is to deliver the non-European world either
for analysis and judgement o for satisfying the exotic tastes of European and
@2‘ audiences. For if it is true that Conrad ironically sees the
imperialism of the San Tomé silver mine’s British and American owners as
doomed by its own pretentious and impossible ambitions, it is also true that
he writes as a man whose Western view of the non-Western world is so
@ined as to blind him to other histories, other cultures, other aspirations.
All Conrad can see is a world totally dominated by the Atlantic West, in—
which every opposition to the West only confirms the West’s wicked power.
What Conrad cannot see is an alternative to this cruel rautology. He could
neither understand that India, Africa, and South America also had lives and
cultures with integrities not totally controlled by the gringo imperialists and
reformers of this world, nor allow himself to believe that anti-imperialist
independence movements were not all corrupt and in the pay of the puppet
masters in London or Washington.

These crucial limitations)in vision are as much a part of Nostromo as its
characters and plot. Conrad’s novel embodies the same paternalistic arro-
_gance of imperialism that it mocks in characters like Gould and Holroyd.
Conrad seems to be saying, {We Westerners will decide who is a good

/

native or a bad, because all natives have sufficient existence by virtue of our *

recognition. We created them, we taught them to speak and think, and when
“they rebel they simply confirm our views of them as silly children, duped

by some of their Western masters.” This is in effect what Americans have
fele about their southern neighbors: that independence is to be wished for

- them so long as it is the kind o(f'mde.pe{ience we approve of. Anything else

is unacceptable and, worse, {inthinkable,
It is no paradox, therefo; d was both anti-imperialist and_
imperialist, progressive when it came to rendering fearlessly and pessimisti-

cally the self-confirming, self-deluding corruption of overseas domination,
deeply reactionary when it came to conceding that Africa or South America
could ever have had an independent history or culture, which the imperial-
ists-vielently disturbed but by which they were ultimately defeated. Yer lest

we think patronizingly of Conrad as the creature of his own time, we had
better note that recent attitudes in Washington and among most Western
policymakers and intellectuals show  lirle advance over his views. What
Conrad discerned as the futility latent in imperialist philanthropy—whose
intentions include such ideas as “making the world safe for democracy”—
the United States government is still unable to perceive, as it tries to
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implement its wishes all over the globe, especially in the Middle East. At

least Conrad had the courage to see that ng such schemes ever succeed—
. . . . — 7 .
because they trap. the planners in more illusions of omnipotence and mis-

leading self-satisfaction (as in Vietnam), and because by their very nature
S T
they falsify the evidence.

All this is worth bearing in mind if Nostromo is to be read with some
attention to its massive strengths and inherent limitations. The newly inde-
pendent state of Sulaco that emerges at the end of the novel is only a smaller,

more tightly controlled and intolerant version of the larger state from which
it has seceded and has now come to displace in wealth and importance.

Conrad allows the reader to see that them Life in one

subordinate realm of experience is imprinted by the fictions and follies of the
dominant realm. But the reverse is true, too, as experience in the dominant
society comes to depend uncritically on natives and their territories per-
ceived as in need of Ja mission civilisatrice.

However it is read, Nostromo offers a ofoun rgiving view, and it
has quite literally enabled the equally severe view of Western imperialist
illusions in Graham Greene's The Quiet American or V. S. Naipaul’s 4 Bend
in the River, novels with very different agendas. Few readers today, after
Vietnam, Iran, the Philippines, Algeria, Cuba, Nicaragua, Iraq, would dis-
agree that it is precisely the fervent innocence of Greene’s Pyle or Naipaul’s
Father Huismans, men for whom the native can be educated into “our”
civilization, that turns out to produce the murder, subversion, and endless
instability of “primitive” societies. A similar anger pervades films like Oliver
Stone’s Salvador, Francis Ford Coppola’s Apocalypse Now, and Constantin
Costa-Gavras's Missing in which unscrupulous CIA operatives and power-
mad officers manipulate natives and well-intentioned Americans alike.

Yet all these works, which are so indebted to Conrad’s anti-imperialist
irony in Nostromo, argue that the source of the world’s significant action and
life is in the West, whose representatives seem at liberty to visit their
faptasies and philanthropies upon a mind-deadened Third World. In this
view, the outlying regions of the world have n6 Tife, history, of culture to
speak of, no independence or integrity worth representing without the West.
And when there is something to be described it is, following Conrad, unut-
terably corrupt, degenerate, irredeemable. But whereas Conrad wrote Nos-
tromo during a period of Europe’s largely uncontested imperialist
enthusiasm, contemporary novelists and filmmakers who have learned his
ironies so well have done their work afier decolonization, after the massive
intellectual, moral, and imaginative overhaul and deconstruction of Western
representation of the non-Western world, affer the work of Frantz Fanon,
Amilcar Cabral, C.L.R. James, Walter Rodney, affer the novels and plays of
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XX Introduction

Chinua Achebe, Ngugi wa Thiongo, Wole Soyinka, Salman Rushdie, Ga-
briel Garcia Mérquez, and many others.

Thus Conrad has passed along his residual imperialist propensities, al-
though his heirs scarcely have an excuse to justify the often subtle and
unreflecting bias of their work. This is not just a matter of Westerners who
do not have enough sympathy for or comprehension of foreign cultures—
since there are, after all, some artists and intellectuals who have, in effect,
crossed to the other side—Jean Genet, Basil Davidson, Albert Memmi, Juan
Goytisolo, and others. What is perhaps more relevant is the political willing-
ness to take seriously the alternatives to_imperialism, among them the
existence of other cultures and societies. Whether one believes that Conrad’s
extraordinary fiction confirms habitual Western suspicions about Latin
America, Africa, and Asia, or whether one sees in novels like Nostromo and
Great Expectations the lir of an astonishingly durable imperial world-
view, capable of warping the perspectives of reader and author equally: borh
those ways of reading the real alternatives seem Qutdateth The world t(l)day
does not exist as a spectacle about which we can'be either pessim.isuc or
optimistic, about which our “texts” can be either ingenious or boring. All
such attitudes involve the deployment of power and interests. To the extent
that we see Conrad both criticizing and reproducing the imperial ideology
of his time, to that extent we can characterize our own present attitudes:
the projection, or the refusal, of the wish to dominate, the capacity to fia.lmn,
or the energy to comprehend and engage with other societies, traditions,
histories. .

The_world has changed since Conrad and Dickens in ways that have

rised, and often alarmed, metropolitan Europeans and Amﬁgi\ca& ‘who
now confront large non-white immigrant populations in their mi.ii_s_t,d and
face an impressive roster of newly empowered voices asking for their narra-
tives to be heard. The point of my book is that such populations and voices
have been there for some time, thanks to the glohalized process set in motion
by modern imperialism; to ignore or otherwise discount the overlapping
experience of Westerners and Orientals, the j ence of cultural
terrains in which colonizer and colonized co-existed and battled each other
through projections as well as rival geographies, narratives, and histories, is
to miss what is essential about the world in the past century.

For the first time, the history of imperialism and its culture can now be
studied as neither monolithic nor reductively compartmentalized, separate,
distinct. T'rue, there has been a disturbing eruption of separatist and chau-
vinist discourse, whether in India, Lebanon, or Yugoslavia, or in Afrocentric,
Tslamocentric, or Eurocentric proclamations; far from invalidating the strug-
gle to be free from empire, these reductions of cultural discourse actually
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prove the validity of a fundamental liberationist energy that animates the
wish to be independent, to speak freely and without the burden of unfair
domination. The only way to understand this energy, however, is histori-

cally: and hence the rather wide geographical and historical range atrempted

in this book. In our wish to make ourselves heard, we tend very often to
forget that the world is a crowded place, and that if everyone were to insist
on the radical purity or priority of one’s own voice, all we would have would
be the awful din of unending strife, and a bloody political mess, the true
horror of which is beginning to be perceptible here and there in the re-
emergence of racist politics in Europe, the cacophony of debates over
political correctness and identity politics in the United States, and—to speak
about my qwn part of the world—the intolerance of religious prejudice and
illusionary promises of Bismarckian despotism, 4 la Saddam Hussein and his
numerous Arab epigones and counterparts. 7

What a sobering and inspiring thing it is therefore not just to read one’s
own side, as it were, but also to grasp how a great artist like Kipling (few
more imperialist and reactionary than he) rendered India with such skill, and
how in doing so his novel Kim not only depended on a long history of
Anglo-Indian perspective, but also, in spite of itself, ility
of that perspective in its insistence on_the belief that the Indian reality

required, indeed beseeched British tutelage more o less indefinitely. The
great cultural archive, I argue, is where the intellectual and aesthetic invest-
ments in overseas dominion are made. If you were British or French in the
1860s you saw, and you felt, India and North Africa with a combination of
familiarity and distance, but never with a sense of their separate sovereignty.
In your narratives, histories, travel tales, and explorations your conscious-
ness was represented as the principal authority, an active pBTESTE&gy
that made sense not just of colonizing activities but of exotic geographies and
peoples. Above all, your sense of power scarcely imagined that those “na-
tives” who appeared either subservient or sullenly uncooperative were ever
going to be capable of finally making you give up India or Algeria. Or of
saying anything that might perhaps contradict, challenge, or otherwise dis-
rupt the prevailing discourse.

Imperialism’s culture was not invisible, nor did it conceal jts worldly
affiliations and interests. There is a sufficient clarity in the culture’s major
lines for us to remark the often scrupulous notations recorded there, and also
to remark how they have not been paid much attention. Why they are now
of such interest as, for instance, to spur this and other books derives less
from a kind of retrospective vindictiveness than from a fortified need for
links and connections. One of imperialism’s achievements was to bring the
world closer ef, and although in the process the separation between
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Europeans and natives was an insidious and fundamentally. unj?t/m"’\
stmmmmgmmxmw a com-)
% obe. The task then is to describe it as pertaining to I{ldlans m.zd
gri-riyérs, Algerians and French, Westerners and Africans, Asians, Latin
Americans, and Australians despit&%lmmﬁed,zﬂc&he
vengeful bitterness. - o
"My méthod 1s to focus as much as possible on md1v¥du§1 wo.rks,.tcu:ead
them first as great products of the creative or inserprerative imagination, and
\t}ie/n\@gw them as part of the relationship betweﬁn cultu.re__ ‘and empire.
I do not believe that authors are mechanically determined by 1deology,.class,
or economic history, but authors are, I also believe, very much in the history

of their societies, shaping and shaped by that history and their social experi-

ence in different measure. Culture and the aesthetic forms it contains deri\te
from historical ;xper’ience, which in effect is one of the main subject‘s of Fhls
book. As I discovered in writing Orientalism, you cannot grasp hnst.oncal
experience by lists or catalogues, and no matter ho.w much you provide by
way of coverage, some books, articles, awmwagmnggmm
out. Instead, I have tried to look at what I consider to be..l_m’gg_@t a‘nd
“essential things, conceding in advance that selectivity and conscious chmc.e
ave had to rule what I have done. My hope is that readers and critics of this
book will use it to further the lines of inquiry and arguments about the
historical experience of imperialism put forward in it. In dis.cussing and
analyzing what in fact is a,@fm} T have had to be.occanonally both
general and summary; yet no one, I am sure, would wish this book any
longer than it is! )

Moreover, there are several empires that I do not ‘dlSC\lSS: the Austro-
Hungarian, the Russian, the Ottoman, and the Spanish and Portugue.sc’:.
These omissions, however, are not at all meant to suggest that Russia’s
domination of Central Asia and Eastern Europe, Istanbul’s rule over the
Arab world, Portugal’s over what are today’s Angola an.d Mozambique,. and
Spain’s domination in both the Pacific and Lz}tin Afne.nca have been eltl.ler
benign (and hence approved of ) or any less imperialist. What.L am saying
about + ican i ial experience is that 1;',11:&
a unique coherence and a special cultural centraliey-Fngland of course is in
an imperial class by itself, bigger, grander, more imposin.g thar.n any ot‘her;
for almost two centuries France was in direct competition with it. Since
narrative plays such a remarkable part in the imperial quest, it is therefonte
not surprising that France and (especially) England have an \\Ellx:glggmgl_l—
tion of novel-writing, unparalleled elsewhere. America began as an empire
during the nineteenth century, but it was in the second half of the twentieth,

Introduction xxiii

after the decolonization of the British and French empires, that it directly
followed its two great predecessors.

There are two additional reasons for focussing as I do on these three. One
is that the idea of overseas rule—jumping beyond adjacent territories to very
distant lands—has a privile rus in these three cultures. This idea has
a lot to do with WMM)' or art, and it
acquires a continuous presence through actual expansion, administration,
investment, and commitment. There is somethingAs«Xstematic about imperial
culture therefore that is not as evident in any other empire asit is in Britain’s
or France’s and, in a different way, the United States’. When I use the phrase
“a structure of attitude and reference,” this is what I have in mind. Second
is that these countries are the Eiﬂlxgﬂgg_@its I was born, grew up, and
now live. Although I feel at home in them, I have remained; 5 a native Fom

the Arab and Muslim world, someone who' &isc éfsd“belongs to the other side,

This has enabled me in a sense to live on both sides, and to try to mediate
between them.

In fine, this is a book about the past and the present, about “us” and
“them,” as each of these things is seen by the various, and usually opposed
and separated, parties. Its moment, so to speak, is that of the period after the
QMA‘,MM@S emerged as the last superpower. To
live there during such a time means, for an educator ntellectual with
a background in the Arab world, a number of quite particular concerns, all
of which have inflected this book, as indeed they have influenced everything
I have written since Orientalism,

First is a depressing sense that one has seen and read about current
American policy formulations before. Each great metropolitan center that
aspired to global dominance has said, and alas done, many of the same things.
There is always the appeal to power and national interest in fann g the
affairs of lesser peoples; there is the same destructive zeal when the going
gets a little rough, or when natives rise up and reject a compliant and
unpopular ruler who was ensnared and kept in place by the imperial power,
there is the horrifically predictable disclaimer that “we” are exceptional, not
imperial, not about to repeat the mistake of earlier powers, a disclaimer that
has been routinely followed by making'the mistake, as witness the Vietnam
and Gulf wars. Worse yet has been the amazing, if often passive, collabora-
tiop with these practices on the part of intellectuals, artists, journalists whose
positions at home - are progregsive and Rl of admirable sentiments, but the

opposite when it comes to what is done abroad in their name.
Itis my (perhaps illusory) hope that a history of the imperial adventure
rendered in cultural terms might therefore serve some illustrative and even
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deterrent purpose. Yet though imperialism implacably advanced during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, resistance to it also advanced. Methodo-
logically then I try to show the two forces together. This by no means
exempts the aggrieved colonized peoples from criticism; as any survey of
post-colonial states will reveal, the fortunes and misfortunes of nationalism,

of what can be called separatism and nativism, do not always make up a

flattering story. It too must be told, if only to show that there have always

been alternatives to Idi Amin and Saddam Hussein. Western imperialism

and Third World.nationalism feed off each other, but even at their worst

they are neither monolithic nor deterministic. Besides, culture is not mono-

lithic either, and is not the exclusive property of East or West, nor of small

groups of men or women.

Nonetheless the story is a gloomy and often discouraging one. What

tempers it today is, here and there, the emergence of a new intellectual and

political conscience. This is the second concern that went into the making
of this book. However much there are laments that the old course of
humanistic study has been subject to politicized pressures, to what has been
called the culture of complaint, to all sorts of egregiously overstated claims
on behalf of “Western” or “feminist” or “Afrocentric” and “Islamocentric”
values, that is not all there is today. Take as an example the extraordinary
change in studies of the Middle East, which when I wrote Orientalism were
still dominated by an aggressively masculine and condescending ethos. To
mention only works that have appeared in the last three or four years—Lila
Abu-Lughod’s Veiled Sentiments, Leila Ahmed's Women and Gender in Islam,
Fedwa Malti-Douglas's Woman's Body, Woman's World*—a very different sort
of idea about Islam, the Arabs, and the Middle East h_asvchallen“ge c@o
a m , the old despotism. Such works are femi-
nist, but not exclusivist; they demonstrate the diversity and complexity of
experience that works beneath the totalizing discourses of Orientalism and
of Middle East (overwhelmingly male) nationalism; they are both intellectu-
ally and politically sophisticated, attuned to the best theoretical and histori-
cal scholarship, engaged but not demagogic, sensitive to but not maudlin
about women’s experience; finally, while written by scholars of different
backgrounds and education, they are works that are in dialogue with, and
contribute to, the political situation of women in the Middle East.

Along with Sara Suleri’s The Rhetoric of English India and Lisa Lowe’s
Critical Terrains?® revisionist scholarship of this sort has varied, if it has not
altogether broken up the geo, the Middle East and India-asiomog-
ermmmﬂns. Gone are the binary oppositions
dear to the nationalist and imperialist enterprise. Instead we begin to sense
that old authority cannot simply be replaced by new authority, but that new
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aligr?ments made, ﬁross borders, types, nations, and essences are rapidly
coming into view, it is those new alignments that now provoke and
challenge the fundamentally static notion of identity that has been the core
of cultural thought during the era of imperialism. Throughout the exchange
between Europeans and their “others” that began systematically half a
millennium ago, the one idea that has scarcely varied is that there is an “us”
and a “them,” each quite settled, clear, unassailably self-evident. As I discuss
it in Orientalicm, the division goes back to Greek thought about barbarians,
but, whoever originated this kind of “identity” thought, by the nineteenth
century it had become the hallmark of imperialist culrures as well as those
cultures trying to resist the encroachments of Europe.

We are still the inheritors of that style by which one is defined by the
nation, which in turn derives its authority from a supposedly un
tradition, In the United States this concern ove@gﬁﬁy as of
course yie_lded up the contest over what books and authorities constitute

our” tradition. In the main, trying to say that this or that book is (or is not)
part of “our” tradition is one of the most debilitating exercises imgginab‘lé.‘
.Besxdes, its excesses are much more frequent than its contributions to histor-
ical accuracy. For the record then, I have no patience with the position that
“we” should only y.or mainly be concerned with what is “ours,” any more than
I can condone reactions to such a view that require Arabs to read Arab books,
use Arabms:‘?m&‘m;]ames used to say,ABeethovaer;‘;
belongs as much to West Indians as he does to Germans, since his music isi

now part of thediiman heritage.
. . . . ¢
Yet the ideological concern over identity is understandably entangled

wi.th the interests and agendas of various groups—not all of them oppressed
minorities—that wish to set priorities reflecting these interests. Since a great
deal of this book is all about what to read of recent history and how to read
it, T shall only quickly summarize my ideas here. Before we can agree on
}vhat. the American identity is made of, we have to concede that_as an
immigrant settler society superimposed on the ruins of consi native
presence, American identity is too varied to pmgvél?yj{“ Anc qggnouS
g!%indeed the battle within it is between advocates of a:nitary ide;Ei-ty
and. those who see the whole as a complex but not reductively unified one.
T‘hls opposition implies two different ctives, two historiographies, one
linear and subsuming, the othev@g%‘pia\nd often nomadic.

My argument is that only the second perspective is fully sensitive to the
feallty of historical experience. Partly because of empire, all cultures are
involved in one another; non@ﬂﬂgg@r@iﬁ{ﬁﬁ‘?&ﬁé?&
nous, extraordinarily differentiated,-and-unmonelithic. This, | beliove, is as

true of the contemporary United States as it is of the modern Arab world,
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where in each instance respectively so much has been made of the dangers

| even paranoid natiopalism is, alas, frequently woven into the very fabric of
| education, where chi -venerate
| ducatior

! and celebrate the uniqueness of their tradition (usually and invidiously at the

expense of others). It is to such uncritical and unthinking forms ?f education
and thought that this book is addressed—as a corrective, as a patient alterna-
tive, as a frankly exploratory possibility. In its writing I have availed myself

f the utopian space still provided by the university, which I believe must
remain a place where such vital issues are investigated, discussed, reﬂe.cted
on. For it to become a site where social and political issues are actually either
imposed or resolved would be to remove the university’s function and turn
it into an adjunct to whatever political party is in power.

I do not wish to be misunderstood. Despite its extraordinary cultural
diversity, the United States is, and will surely remain, a coherent nation. The
same is true of other English-speaking countries (Britain, New Zealand,
Australia, Canada) and even of France, which now contains large groups of
immigrants. Much of the polemical divisiveness and polarized debfnte Flfat
Arthur Schlesinger speaks of as hurting the study of history‘in. The Disuniting
of America is there of course, but it does not, in my opinion, pont?nd a
dissolution of the republic. On _the whole it is better to explore history

bt P i . S
many histories, many of them now clamoring for attention, is by no means

to be suddenly feared since many of them were always there, and out of
them 4 American society ani&litiq (and even a style of historical writing)

ere in fact_created. In other words, the result of present debates over
&Ei-cfl;ralism is hardly likely to be “Lebanonization,” and if these debates
point a way for political changes and changes in the way women, minorities,
and recent immigrants see themselves, t}@hgwirﬂg
defended against. What does need to be remembered is that narratives of
of imtegration not separation, the stories of people who had been excluded
from the main group but who were now fighting for a place in it. And if the
old and habitual ideas of the main group were not flexible or generous
enough to admit new groups, then these ideas need changing, a far better
thing to do than reject the emerging groups. :

The last point I want to make is that this book is aft exile’s boo 3 For
objective reasons that I had no control over, I grew Up-as-amrAzah with a
Western education. Ever since I can remember, I have felt that I belonged
to both worlds, without being completely of either one or the other. During
my lifetime, however, the parts of the Arab world that I was most attached
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to either have been changed |_ucterly by civil upheavals and war, or have
simply ceased to exist. And for long periods of time I have been an outsider
in the United States, particularly when it went to war against, and was
deeply opposed to, the (far from perfect) cultures and societies of the Arab
world. Yet when I say “eﬂé*meamwmmmmﬂn
the contrary belonging, as it were, to both sides of the imperial divide
enables you to understand them more easily. Moreover {New York, where

the whole of this book was written, is in so many ways theezilic city par
excellence; it also contains within itself the Manichean structure of the colo-
nial city described by F anon. Perhaps all this has stimulated the kinds of
Interests and interpretations ventured here, but these circumstances cer-
tainly made it possible for me to feel as if I belonged to more than one
history and more than one group. As to Whether such 2 state can be regarded
as really a salutary altérnative to the normal sense of belonging to only one

culture and feeling a sense of loyalty to only one nation, the reader must
now decide.

The argument of this book was first presented in various lecture series given
at universities in the United Kingdom, the United States, and Canada from
1985 to 1988. For these extended opportunities, I am greatly indebted to
faculty and students at the University of Kent, Cornell University, the
University of Western Ontario, the University of Toronto, the University of
Essex, and, in a considerably earlier version of the argument, the University
of Chicago. Later versions of individual sections of this book were also
delivered as lectures at the Yeats International School"at Sligo, Oxford
University (as the George Antonius Lecture at St. Antony’s College), the
University of Minnesota, King’s College of Cambridge University, the
Princeton University Davis Center, Birkbeck College of London University,
and the University of Puerto Rico. My gratitude to Declan Kiberd, Seamus
Deane, Derek Hopwood, Peter Nesselroth, Tony Tanner, Natalie Davis and
Gayan Prakash, A. Walton Litz, Peter Hulme, Deirdre David, Ken Bates,
Tessa Blackstone, Bernard Sharrett, Lyn Innis, Peter Mulford, Gervasio
Luis Garcia, and Maria de los Angeles Castro for the favor of inviting, and
then hosting, me is warm and sincere’ In 1989 I was honored when I was
asked to give the first Raymond Williams Memorial Lecture in London; I
spoke about Camus on that occasion, and thanks to Graham Martin and the
late Joy Williams, it was a memorable experience for me. I need hardly say
that many parts of this book are suffused with the jdeas and the human and
moral example of Raymond Williams, a good friend and a great critic,
I shamelessly availed myself of various intellectual, political, and cultural
associations as I worked on this book. Those include close personal friends
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who are also editors of journals in which some of these pages first appeared:
Tom Mitchell (of Critical Ingwiry), Richard Poirier (of Raritan Review), Ben :

Sonnenberg (of Grand Street), A Sivanandan (of Race and Class), JoAnn

Wypijewski (of The Nazion), and Karl Miller (of The London Review of Books). 0

I am also grateful to editors of The Guardion (London) and to Paul Keegan : C U LT UR E

of Penguin under whose auspices some of the ideas in this book were first ;

expressed. Other friends on whose indulgence, hospitality, and criticisms I :

depended were Donald Mitchell, Ibrahim Abu-Lughod, Masao Miyoshi, |

Jean Franco, Mal:ianne McDonald, Anwar Abdel-Malek, Eqbal Ahmad, : AND

i Jonathan Culler, Gayatri Spivak, Homi Bhabha, Benita Parry, and Barbara :

: Harlow. It gives me particular pleasure to acknowledge the brilliance and ;
perspicacity of several students of mine at Columbia University, for whom ‘
any teacher would have been grateful. These young scholars and critics gave ! ) I l V I P E R I A_ L I S { \/ I
me the full benefit of their exciting work, which is now both well published
and well known: Anne McClintock, Rob Nixon, Suvendi Perera, Gauri
Viswanathan, and Tim Brennan,

In the preparation of the manuscript, I have been very ably helped in

- different ways by Yumna Siddiqi, Aamir Mufti, Susan Lhota, David Beams,
Paola di Robilant, Deborah Poole, Ana Dopico, Pierre Gagnier, and Kieran i
Kennedy. Zaineb Istrabadi performed the difficult task of deciphering my !
appalling handwriting and then putting it into successive drafts with admira-
ble patience and skill. I am very indebted to her for unstinting support, good

I | humor, and intelligence. At various stages of editorial preparation Frances

;; ' Coady and Carmen Callil were helpful readers and good friends of what I

-

=

was trying to present here. I must also record my deep gratitude and almost
: i thunderstruck admiration for Elisabeth Sifton: friend of many years, superb
i ; editor, exacting and always sympathetic critic. George Andreou was unfail-
: ingly helpful in getting things right as the book moved through the publish-
ing process. To Mariam, Wadie, and Najla Said, who lived with the author
of this book in often trying circumstances, heartfelt thanks for their constant
love and support.
New York, New York
July 1992
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CHAPTER TWO

CONSOLIDATED VISION

We called ourselves @:‘:; as a band; for we meant to b_gfak into the
accepted halls of Egg]isﬁ"ﬁfgigwljmggv build 2 new. people in the East,
despite the rails laid down for us.by our ancestors. ..

T. E. LAwWRENCE, The Seven Pillars of Wisdom

(1)

Narrative and Social Space

early everywhere in nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century British
and French culture we find allusions Mto.:hufae:shufwampim,. l?ut

perhaps nowhere with more regularity and frequency. than in.the British

novel. Taken together, these allusions constitute what [ have called a struc-
-0 -

R ,
ture of attitude and reference. In Mansfield Park, which within Jane Austen's
work carefully defines the moral and social values informing her other
novels, references to Sir Thomas Bertram’s overseas possessions are

1.4 noyel about
t@ﬁﬁ%’; as Austen says, the right to colonial possessions helps directly

to establish social order r_again, Bertha
Masgg,j_qghester's deranged wife in Fane Eyre, is a West Indian, and also a
tﬁx&t_gqﬁinmgﬂeggg,ﬁ confined to an attic room. Thackeray’s Joseph Sed!ey
in Vanity Fairis an Indian nabob whose rambunctious behavior and excessive
(perhaps undeserved) wealth is counterpointed with Becky’s. finally unac-
ceptable deviousness, which in turn is contrasted with Amelia’s propriety,
suitably rewarded in the end; Joseph Dobbin is seen at the end of the novFI
engaged serenely in writing a history of the Punjab. The good ship Rose in
Charles Kingsley’s Wesrward Ho! wanders through the Caribbean and South

America. In Dickens’s Grear Expectations, Abel Magwitch is the convict trans-
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umphs as a provincial lad fAourish 1g.in London in the guise of a_gentle-
man—ironical_lL_mgm](Msjblevxheug:eanmexpggations Pip entertains. In
many other Dickens novels businessmen have connections with the empire,
Dombey and Quilp being two noteworthy examples. For Disraeli’s Tancred
and Eliot’s Daniel Deronds, the East is partly a habitat for native peoples (or
immjgzi:ltmgggpgean populations), but_also partly incorporated under the
sway of empize. Henry James’s Ralph Touchett in Porzrair of a Lady travels
in Algeria and Egypt. And when we come to Kipling, Conrad, Arthur Conan
Doyle, Rider Haggard, R. L. Stevenson, George Orwell, Joyce Cary, E. M.
Forster, and T. E. Lawrence, the empire is everywhere a.crucial sesting,
The situation in France was different, insofar as the French imperial
vocation during the early nineteenth century was different from England’s,
buttressed as it was by the continuity and stability of the English polity itself.
The reverses of policy, losses of colonies, insecurity of possession, and shifts
in philosophy that France suffered during the Revolution and the Napole-
onic era meant that its empire had a less secure identity and presence in
French culture. In Chateaubriand and Lamartine one hears the rhetoric of
imperial grandeur; and in painting, in historical and philological writing, in
music and theater one has an often vivid apprehension of France’s outlying
possessions. But in the culture at large—until after the middle of the cen-
tury—there is rarely that weighty, almost philosophical sense of imperial
mission that one finds in Britain. .
There is also Lde.“ii‘_’i’,_d.Y.Q.{é!_n..eﬂf.?E ‘writing, contemporary with this

British and French work, which shows a peculiarly acute imperial cast, even,

ported_to Australia whose wealth—conveniently rem

_though paradoxically its ferocious anti-colonialism, directed at the Old \

World, is central to it. One thinks, for example, of the Puritan “errand into
the wilderness” and, later, of that extraordinarily obsessive concern in
Cooper, Twain, Melville, and others with United States expansion west-
ward, along with the wholesale colonization and destruction of native Amer-

ican life (as memorably studied by Richard Slotkin, Patricia Limerick, and

Michael Paul Rogin);! an imperial motif emerges to rival the European.one.
(In Chapter Four of this book I shall deal with other and more recent aspects
of the United States in its late-twentieth-century imperial form.)

As areference, as a point of definition, as an easily assumed place of travel,
wealth, and service, the empire functions for much of the European nine-
teenth century as a codified, if f only marginally visible, presence in fiction,
very much like the servants in grand 1ds and in novels, whose work
is taken for granted but scarcely ever more than named, rarely studied
(though Bruce Robbins has recently written on them),? or given density. To

‘cite another intriguing analogue, imperial possessions are as usefully rbere,
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64 CONSOLIDATED VISION Narrative and Social Space 65

anonymous and collective, as he outcast populations (analyzed by Gareth ut wasing its pychic or ulcural or economic substance.” There are hints
= Stedman Jones)® of transient workers, part-time employet?s, se?s.onal arti- in these sch.olars w'ork that, again to quot?VVj]Iﬁ}Es, imperialism pro-
| sans; their existence always counts, though their names fmd ldenﬂt{es do not, duc.es trou?’img self-images, for example, that of “a benevolent progressive
' they are profitable without being fully there. This is a literary eq}nvalent, n policeman.

Eric Wolf’s somewhat self-congratulatory words, of “people without His-

But these critics are mainly descriptive and positivist writers strikingly

i tory,” people on whom the economy and polity sustained by empire de- i different from the small handful of generally theoretical and

uw@gwmwmmms
like emigration, money-making, and sexual adventure. Disgraced younger
sons are sent off to the colonies, shabby older relatives go the.rt.: to try to
recoup lost fortunes (as in Balzac’s La Cousine Berte), enterprising young
travellers go there to sow wild oats and to collect exotica. The colf)mal
territories are realms of possibility, and they have always been assoFlated
with the realistic novel. Robinson Crusoe is virtually unthinkable thho%xt
the colonizing mission that its him to create a new world of his.own in
e distant reaches of the African, Pacific, and Adlantic wilderness. Bur most
of the great nineteenth-century realistic novelists are le§§ qs_gg}'giyg about
colonial rule and possessions than either Defoe or late writers like Ce :rad
and Kipling, during whose time great €léctoral reform and mass particip
tion in politics meant that imperial competition became a more intrusive
domestic topic. In the closing year of the nineteenth century, “.Ilth the
scramble for Africa, the consolidation of the French imperial Union, the
American annexation of the Philippines, and British rule in the Tudian
subcontinent at its height, empire was a universal concern.
‘What I should like to note is that these colonial and imperial realities are
overl in criticism that has otherwise been extraordinarily thorough
“and resourceful in finding themes to discuss. The relatively few writers and
critics who discuss the relationship between culture and empire—among
them Martin Green, Molly Mahood, John McClure, and, in particula_r,
Patrick Brantlinger—have made excellent contributions, but their mode is
essentially narrative and descriptive—pointing out the presence of themfes,
the importance of cértain historical conjuncrures, the influence or persis-
tence of ideas about imperialism—and they cover huge amounts of mate-
rial® In almost all cases they write .c@Mimperialism, of that way of
life thac William Appleman Williams describes as being compatible with.all
sorts of other ideological persuasions, even antinomian ones, so that during
the nineteenth century “imperial outreach made it necessary to-develop an
appropriate ideology” in_alliance-with-military, economic, and political

methods. These made it possible to “preserve and e)&éﬁmmgire with-
e T ] R ”

ideological

i pend, but whose reality has not historically or culturally required atten.tion \/QJ’L contributions—a.rr:ong them Jonah .Raskin’s The Mythology of Im[{erialim,
§§E§2 In ’all of these instances the facts of empire are associated with sustained Gordon K. Lewis’s Slavery, Imperialism, and Freedom, and V. G. Kiernan’s
possession, with far-flung and sometimes unknown spaces, with gccentric or Marxism and Imperialism and his crucial work, The Lords of Human Kind? All

these books, which owe a great deal to Marxist analysis and premises, point
out the centrality of imperialist thought in_modern Western culture.

Yet none of them has been anywhere as influential as they should have
been in changing our ways of looking at the canonical works of nineteenth-
and twentieth-century European culture, The major critical practitioners
simply ignore imperialism. In recently rereadme
book on E. M. Forster, for instance, I was struck that in his otherwise
perceptive consideration of Howards End he does not once mention imperial-
ism, which, in my reading of the book, is hard to miss, much less ignore. After
all, Henry Wilcox and his family are colonial rubber growers: “They had the
colonial spirit, and were always making for some spots where the white man
might carry his burden unobserved.”® And Forster frequently contrasts and
associates that fact with the changes taking place in England, changes that
affect Leonard and Jacky Bast, the Schlegels, and Howards End itself, Or
there is the more surprising case of Raymond Williams, whose Culture and
Society does not deal with the imperial experience at all. (When in an
interview Williams was challenged about this massive absence, since imperi-
alism “was not something which was secondary and external—it was abso-
lutely constitutive of the whole nature of the English political and social
order . . . zhe salient fact™—he replied that his Welsh experience, which
ought to have enabled him to think about the imperial experience, was “very
much in abeyance” at the time he wrote Culture and Society.)'® The few
tantalizing pages in The Country and the City that touch on culture and

imperialism are peripheral to the book’s main idea.
Why did these lapses occur? And how was the centrality of the imperial
vision registered and supported by the culture that produced it, then to some

. . . . . S
-extent disguised it, and also was transformed by it? Naturally, if you yourself

Rappen to have a colonial backg?oi‘nﬂftﬁmperial theme is a determining
one in your formation, and it will draw you to it if you also happen to be
a dedicated critic of European literature. An Indian or African scholar of
English literature reads Kim, say, or Hearr of Darkness with a critical urgency
not felt in quite the same way by an American or British one. But in what
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Way can we formulate the relationship between culture and imperialism
beyond the asseverations of personal testimony? The emergence of formerly
colonial subjects as interpreters of imperialism and it great culrural works
g P eat cultural

b WﬁEeﬁumg to say obtrusive identity as a subject

for srudy and vigorous revisic t.how can that particular kind of post-
im;ﬂ‘d testimony and study, usually left at the margins of critical dis-
course, be brought into active contact with current theoretical concerns?
"To regard imperial concerns as constitutively significant to the culture of
the modern West is, I have suggested, to consider that culture from the
perspective provided by anti-imperialist resistance as well as pro-imperialist

apology. What does this mean? It means remembering that Western writers
until the middle of the twentieth century, whether Dickens and Austen,

S

Flaubert or Camiis, wrote with an_exclusively Western audience in mi

gven \Xhen they wrote of characters,ylaces, or situations that referred to,
made use of, overseas territories held by Europeans. But just because Austen
referred to Antigua in Mansfield Park or to realms visited by the British navy
in Persuasion without any thought of possible responses by the Caribbean or
Indian natives resident there is no reason for do the same. We now
know that these non-European peoples did not accept with indifierence the
authority projected over them, or the general silence on which their pres-
ence in variously attenuated forms is predicated. We must therefore read the
great canonical texts, and perhaps also the entire archive of modern and
pre-modern European and American culture, with an effort to draw out,
i i ice-to_what js sil rginally present or
ideologically represented (I have in_mind ] ipling’s Indian characters) in
In practical terms, “contrapuntal reading” as I have called it means read-
ing a text with an understanding of what is involved when an author shows))
for instance, that a colonial sugar plantation is seen as important to the
process of maintaining a particular style of life in England. Moreover, like"
all literary texts, wmg,y _ﬂ_‘l_gi\r__@_ﬂ_n_a‘lﬂhqis_tggs beginnings
nd-endings. References to Australia in David Copperfield ot India in Fane Eyre
:r:%ufe}'because they can be, because British power (and not just the
novelist's fancy) made passing references to these massive appropriations
possible; but tl}g__ﬁlgéer lessons are po less true: that these colonies were
@wsmﬂl%ﬁa@@ngmwzmmgm
and unfolded whil the British (or Fy [ggglhb_fﬂq‘[r_u_gggg_,ﬂ ‘Germans, etc) were
still_there;-although as part of the effort at suppressing native nationalism
only occasional note was taken of it. The point is that contrapuntal reading
must take account of both | processes, that of imperialism and that of resis-

tance to_it, which can be done by extending our reading of the texts to
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include what was once forcibly excluded—in L'Etranger, for example, the
whole previous history of France’s colonialism and its destruction of the
Algerian state, and the later emergence of an independent Algeria (which
Camus opposed).

Each text has its own particular genius, as does each geographical region
of the world, with its own overlapping experiences and interdependent
histories of conflict. As far as the ‘cultural work is concerned, 2 distinction
between particularity and sovereignty ’ (or hermetic siveness) Can Use-
@Yje_made. Obviously no reading should try to generalize so much as to
efface the identity of a particular text, author, or movement. By the same
token it should allow that what was, or appeared to be, certain for a given
work or author may have become subject to disputation, Kipling's India, in
Kim, has a quality of permanence and inevitability that belongs not just to
that wonderful novel, but to British India, its history, administrators, and
apologists and, no less important, to the India fought for by Indian national-
ists as their country to be won back. By giving an account of this series of

pressures and counter-pressures in Kipling’s India, we understand the pro-
cess of imperialism itself as the great work of art engages them, and of later
anti-imperialist resistance. In reading a text, one_must open it out both to
what went into it and to what its author excluded. Each cultural work is a
vision of a moment, and we must juxtapose that vision with the various
revisions it later provoked—in this case, the nationalist experiences of
post-independence India.

In addition, one must connect the structures of a narratimgg_'tghghe ideas,
concepts, experiences from which it draws support. Conrad's Africans, for
example, come from a huge library of Africanism, so to speak, as well as from
Conrad’s personal experiences. There is no such thing as a direcr experience,
or reflection, of the world in the la;ggage of a text. Conrad’s impressions of
Africa were inevitably influenced by lore and writing about Africa, which he

alludes to in 4 Personal Record; what he supplies in Heart of Darkness is the
result of his irmmgbﬁmmwmggg%pgether with
tmﬂﬁents and conventions of narrative and his own special genius
and history. To say of this extraordinarily rich mix that it “reflects” Africa,
or even that it reflects an experienceof Africa, is somewhat pusillanimous
and surely misleading. What we have in Hearr of Darkness—a work of

immense influence, having provoked many readings and images—is a politi-

cized, ideologically saturated Africa which to some intents and purposes was
fhe{ 1mge_&yxhzed place, w_xt‘h.tho'se many interests :n ideas furiously at work
in it, not just a photographic literary “reflection” of it.

* This is, perhaps, to overstate the matter, but [ want to make the point that

far from Heart of Darkness and its image of Africa being “only” literature, the
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work is extraordinarily ca_l.lg_llt_w,in_dgci an_organic part of, the
“scramble for Africa” that was contemporary with Conrad’s composition.
"True, Conrad's-sudience was small, and, true also, he was very critical of
Belgian colonialism. But to most Europeans, reading a rather rarefied text

like Hearz of Darkness was often as close as they ggmgvtg,Aﬁica,_aﬁd in that

limited sense it was part of the European effort to hold on.to, think about,

NS plan for Africa. To represent Africa is to_enter the battle over Africa,
I T

,Jng;umb],ymmee:ed_w_rejirstarlsg, decolonization, and s h.

Works of literature, particularly those whose manifest subject is empire,
have an inherently @‘)even unwieldy aspect in so fraught, so densely
charged a political sétting. Yet despite their formidable complexity, literary
works like Heart of Darkness are distillations, or simplifications, or a set of
choices made by an author that are far less messy and mixed up than the
reality. It would not be fair to think of them as abstractions, although fictions
such as Heart of Darkness are so elaborately fashioned by authors and so
result, we must add, makes a highly specialized entry into the struggle over
Africa.

So hybrid, impure, and complex a text requires especially vigil
tion as it is interpreted. Modern imperialism was so global and all-encom-
passingthat virmally nothing escaped it; besides, as I have said, the
nineteenth-century contest over empire is still continuing today. Whether
or not to look at the connections between cultural texts and imperialism is
therefore to take.a position i fact taken—either to study the connection in
order to criticize it and think of alternatives for it, or not to study it in order
to let it stand, unexamined and, presumably, unchanged. One of my reasons
for writing this book is to show how far the quest for, concern about, and
consciousness of overseas dominion extended—not just in Conrad but in
figures we practically never think of in that connection, like Thackeray and
Austen—and how enriching and important for the critic is attention to this
material, not only for the obvious political reasons, but also because, as I
have been arguing, this particular kind of attention allows the reader to
-interpret canonieah-ni h- and twentieth-century.works with a newly
engaged interest.

Let us return to Heart of Darkness. In it Conrad offers an uncannily
suggestive starting point for grappling at close quarters with these difficult
matters. Recall that Marlow contrasts Roman colonizers with their modern
counterparts in an oddly perceptive way, illuminating the special mix of
power, ideological energy, and practical attitude characterizing European

1tude character
imperialism. T he ancient Romans, he says, were “no colonists; their admin-

2 Y
istration was merely a squeeze and nothing more.” Such people conquered

nt atten-
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and did little else. By contrast, “what saves us is éfficiency—the devotion to
. » o s X ==Y L1 CEVouon T
efficiency,” unlike the Romans, who relied on brute force, which is scarcely

more than “an accident arising from the weakness of others.” Today,
however, '

the conque@ae’;{t;; which mostl ing i
y y means the taking it away from

those who have @ diffefent complexion or slightly flatter noses than
ourselves, is nor a pretry thing when | you look into it too much, Whart
redeems it is the idea only. An idea at the back of it; not a sentiﬁ;;:ai
pretence but an idea; and an unselfish belief in the idea—something

you can set up, and bow down before, and offer a sacrifice to. . . !t

In hlS account of his great river journey, Marlow extends the point to mark
a dl.StlnCLlOn between Belgian rapacity and (by implication) British rational-
ity in the conduct of imperialism.!?

%ti%\%in this context is an interesting notion. It sets “us” off from the
dam d, espised Romans and Belgians, whose greed radiates no benefits
onto either their consciences or the lands and bodies of their subjects. “We”
are saved because first of all we needn't look directly at the resuls of what

we doi. we are tinged by and ring ourselves with the practice of efficiency,
by which land and people are put to use completely; the territory and its

. ; in turn totally incor-
efficiently to_its_exigencies. Further, through
Marlow: Conrad speaks of redemption, a step in a sense beyond salvation.
If salvation saves us, saves time and money, and also saves us from the ruin
of mere sllxort.-term conquest, then redemption extends salvation further still,
I?eder?pnon is found in the self-justifying practice of an idea or mission over
{ume, in a structure that complerely encircles and is revered by you, even
though you set up the structure in the first place, ironically enough :;nd no
liqgggqﬁy it closely because you take it for granted. L

Thus Conrad encapsulates two quite different but intimately related
aspects of imperialism: the idea that is based on the power to take over
territory,-an idea utterly clear in its force and unmistémm-
and the practice that essentially disguises or obscures this by developing a
justificatory y_regime of self-aggrandizing, self- riginating al;t_};(:r‘l?y inter-
posed between the victim of imperialism and its perpetrator.

We would completely miss the tremendous power of this argument if we
were merely to lift it out of Heart of Darkness, like a message out of a bottle
Fonrad’s argument _iiiﬂffﬂbed right in the very form of narrative as hé
uﬂleilffa it and as he practiced it Without empire, I would go so fat as
saying, thefe is o European novel as we know it, and indeed if we study the

porates us as _we. .
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impulses giving rise to it, we shall see the far from accidental convergence
between the patterns of narrative authority constitutive of the novel on the
one hand, and, on the other, a complex ideological configuration underlying
the tendency to imperialism. )

Every novelist and every critic or theorist of the European novel notes its
institutional character. The novel is fundamentally tied to bourgeois society;
in Charles Moraz&s phrase, it accompanies and indeed is a part of the
conquest of Western society by what he calls les bourgeois conquérants. No less
significantly, the novel is inaugurated in England by Robinson Crusoe, a W.OI‘k
whose protagonist is the founder of a new world, which he rules and reclaims
for Christianity and England. True, whereas Crusoe is explicitly enabled by-
an ideology of overseas expansion—directly connected in style and form to
the narratives of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century exploration voyages
that laid the foundations of the great colonial empires—the major novels
that come after Defoe, and even Defoe’s later works, seem not to be single-
mindedly compelled by the exciting overseas prospects. Captain Singleton is
the story of a widely travelled pirate in India and Africa, and Moll Flanders
is shaped by the possibility in the New World of the heroine’s climactic
redemption from a life of crime, but Fielding, Richara%ﬁ, mollett, and
Sterne do not connect their narfatives so directly to the act of accumulating
riches and territories abroad.

These novelists do, however, situate their work in and derive it from a
carefully surveyed territorial greater Britain,-and that is related to what
Defoe so presciently began. Yet while distinguished studies of eighteenth-
century English fiction—by Ian Watt, Lennard Davis, John Richetti, and
Michael McKeon—have devoted considerable attention to the relationship
between the novel and social space, the imperial perspective has been
neglected.® This is not simply a marter of being uncertain whether, for
example, Richardson’s minute constructions of bourgeois seduction and
rapacity actually relate to British military moves against the French in India
occurring at the same time. Quite clearly they do not in a literal sense; but
in both realms we find @ﬂgn—_zalnciahml_g contest surmounting ods g odds and
obstacles, and patience-in establishing authority through the art of connect-
ing principle with-preficaver time. In other words, we need to have a critical
sense of how the great spaces of Clarissa or Tom Jones are two things together:
a domestic accompaniment to i@@goanl

abroad, and a practical narrative about expanding and r
that must be actively inhabited and enjoyed before its
be accepted.

I am not trying to say that the novel—or the culture in the broad

sense—"‘caused” imperialism, but that eral artefact of

e

in space
cipline or limits can
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bourgeois saciety, and impérialism are unthinkable without each other. Of
all the major literary forms, the iovets-the-most fecent, its emergence the

most darable, its occurrence the most Western, its normative pattern of
social authority the most structured; imperialism and the novel fortified each
other to such a degree that it is impossible, I would argue, to read one
without in some way dealing with the other.

Nor is this all. The novel is an incorporative, quasi-encyclopedic cultural
form. Packed into it are both a highly Tegulated plot mechanism and an
entire system of social reference that depends on the existing institutions of
bourgeois society, their authority and power. The novelistic hero and hero-
ine exhibit the restlessness and energy characteristic of the enterprising
bourgeoisie, and they are permitted adventures in which their experiences
reveal to them the limits of what they can aspire to, where they can go, what
they can become. Novels therefore end either with the death of a hero or
heroine (Julien Sorel, Emma Bovary, Bazarov, Jude the Obscure) who by
virtue of overflowing energy does not fit into the orderly scheme of things,
or with the protagonists’ accession to stability (usually in the fo

riage or confirmed identity, as is the case with novels of Austen, Dickens,
‘Hackeray, and George Eliot).

But, one might ask, why give so much emphasis to novels, and to England?
And how can we bridge the distance separating this solitary aesthetic form
from large topics and undertakings like “culture” or “imperialism”? For one
thing, by the time of World War One the British empire had become
unquestionably dominant, the result of a process that had started in the late
sixteenth century; so powerful was the process and so definitive its result
that, as Seeley and Hobson argued toward the end of the nineteenth century,

it wasthie central fact ifi British history; and one that included many dispar-

ate activities ¥ It is not entirely coincidental that Britain also produced and
sustained a novelistic institution with no real European ¢
alent. France had more highly developed intellectual institutions-—~acade="
mies, universities, institutes, journals, and so on—for at least the first half of
the nineteenth century, as a host of British intellectuals, including Arnold,
Carlyle, Mill, and George Eliot, noted and lamented. But the extraordinary
compensation for this discrepancy came in the steady rise and gradually
undisputed dominance of the British novel. (Only as North Africa assumes
a sort of metropolitan presence in French culture after 1870 do we see a
comparable aesthetic and culrural formation begin to flow: this is the period
whien Loti, the early Gide, Daudet, Maupassant, Mille, Psichari, Malraux,
the exoticists like Segalen, and of course Camus project a global concor-
dance between the domestic and imperial situations.)

petitor or equiv-
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fwmtill\eclal voice, so to speak, in English society.
Because the novel gained so importaiit a pmm”
question, for example, we can see it also as_participating in En‘ land’s
overseas empire. In projecting what Raymond Williams calls a{ “know-
ZEIe communx?"'of Englishmen and women, Jane Austen, George-Eliot,
and Mrs: ell shaped the idea of England in such a way as to give it
identity, presence, ways of reusable agicglaﬂm‘m
was the relggi‘@ghip,hetmw‘:qbgpzdf Thus England was
surveyed, evaluated, made known, whereas “abroad” was only referred to
or shown briefly without the kind of presence or immediacy lavished on
London, the countryside, or northern industrial centers such as Manchester
or Birmingham.

This steady, almost reassuring work done by the novel is unique to

England and has to be taken asan 1mp0r§§_l}§_g_ujﬁuj§ljﬂim(m“_@§cal]y

frica, Ir ribbean. An analogy is the relanonshnp between -

Britain’s foreign policy and its finance and trade, a relationship which Aas
been studied. We get a lively sense of how dense and complex it was from
D.C.M. Platt’s classic (but still debated) study of it, Finance, Trade and Politics
in British Foreign Policy, 18i5~1g14, and how much the extraordinary twinning
@E‘i}l )d&antlepenal expansmn degended on culrural and socxal

f “socxal and intellectual contact [friendship, hospitality, mutual ald, com-
mon social and educational background] which energized the actual pres-
sure on British foreign policy,” and he goes on to say that “concrete evidence
[for the actual accomplishments of this set of contacts] has probably never
existed.” Nevertheless, if one looks at how the government’s attirude to such
issues as “foreign loans . . . the protection of bondholders, and the promotion
of contracts and concessions overseas” developed, one can see what he calls

a “deparumental view,” a sort of consensus about the empire held by a whole
zange of people responsible for it. This would “suggest how officials and
politicians were likely to react.”!® }

How best to characterize this view? There seems to be agreement among
scholars that until about 1870 British policy was (according to the early
Disraeli, for example) not to expand the empire but “to uphold and maintain
it and to protect it from disintegration.”!” Central to this task was India,

which acquired a status of astonishing durability in “depirt_m_e/ngarl"_@‘\@ 2

After 1870 (Schumpeter cites Disraeli’s Crystal Palace speech in 1872 as the
hallmark of aggressive imperialism, “the catch phrase of domestic policy”)'®
protecting India (the parameters kept getting larger) and defending against
other competing powers, e.g., Russia, necessitated British imperial expansion
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in Africa, and the Middle and Far East. Thereafter, in one area of the globe

after another, “Britain was indeed preoccupied with “holding what she al-

ready had,” as Platt puts it, “and whatever she gained was demanded because

it helped her to preserve the | rest, She. belonged to.the party of Jes-sasisfairs,
bmr harder to stay with them, and she had by far the
most to lose.”'? A “departmental view” of British policy was fundamentally
careful; as Ronald Robinson and John Gallagher put it in their redefinition
of Platr’s thesis, “the British would expand by trade and influence if they
could, but by imperial rule if they must”? We should not minimize or
forget, they remind us, that the Indian army was used in China three times
between 1829 and 1856, at least once in Persia (1856), Ethiopia and Singapore
(1867), Hong Kong (1868), Afghanistan (1878), Egypt (1882), Burma (1885),
Ngasse (1893), Sudan and Uganda (1896).

In addition to India, British policy obviously made the bulwark for impe-
rial commerce mainland Britain itself (with Ireland a continuous colonial
problem), as well as the so-called white colonies (Australia, New Zealand,
Canada, South Africa, and even the former American possessions). Continu-
ous investment and routine conservation of Britain’s overseas and home
territories were without significant parallel in other European or American
powers, where lurches, sudden acquisitions or losses, and improvisations
occurred far more frequently.

In short, British | power was durable and continually reinforced. In the
related-and-often-adjacent-eultural sphere, that power was elaborated and
articulated in the-novel, whose central continuous presence is not compara-
bly to be found elsewhere. But we must be as fastidious as possible. A novel
is neither a frigate nor a bank draft. A novel exists first as a novelist’s effort
and second as an object read by an audience. In time novels accumulate and

become what Harry Levin has usefully called an.institution-ofliteragure, but

they do not ever lose either their status as events or their specific c density as

part of a continuous us enterprise recogmzed and accepted as such by readers

and other writers. But for all their social presence, novels are not reducible
to a sociological current and cannot be done justice to aesthetically, culeur-
ally, and politically as subsidiary forms of class, ideology, or interest.
Egually, however, novels are not simply the product of lonely genius (as
a school of modern interpreters like Helen Vendler try to suggest), to be
regarded only as manifestations of unconditioned creativity. Some of the
most exciting recent criticism—Fredric Jameson's The Political Unconscious
and David Miller’s The Novel and the Police are two celebrated examples?'—
shows the novel generally, and narrative in particular, to have a sort of
regulatory social presence in West European societies. Yet missing from
these otherwise valuable descriptions are adumbrations of the actual world
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in which the novels and narratives take place. Being an English writer meant

something quite specific and different from, say, being a French or Por-

tuguese writer. For the British writer, “abroad” was felt va ely and mep_tly
et e sroad wasie

control, trade J}MSS when the natives were energized into
overt military or political resistance. The novel contributed significantly to
these feelmgs attirudes, and references and became a main element in the
cpn’solxdated vision, or departmental cultural view, of the globe.
shou ify how the novelistic contribution was made and also,

conversely, how the novel neither deterred nor inhibited the more aggres-
sive and popular imperialist feelings manifest after 1880.22 Novels are pic-
tures of reality at the very early or the very late stage in the reader’s
experience of them: in fact t/hnxﬂlahnmmndmaimaimaligz they inherit
from other novels, which they rearticulate and repopulate according to their
creator’s situation, g ﬁ_s,ﬂpgggllecuons. Platt rightly stresses én:m@ in the

“departmental view”, this is significant for the novelist, too: the nineteenth-
century English novels stress the continuing existence (as opposed to revo-
lutionary overturning) of England. Moreover, they never advocate giving up
colonies, but take the long-range view that since they fall within the orbit
of British dominance, #haz dominance is a sort of norm, and thus conserved
along with the colonies.

What we have is a slowly built up picrure with England—socially, politi-
cally, morally charted and differentiated in immensely fine detail—at the
center and a series of overseas territories connected to it to it at the peripheries.
The continuity of British imperial policy throughout the nineteenth cen-
tury—in fact a riarrative—ls actively accompanied by this novelistic pro-
cess, whose main purpose is not to raise more questions, not to disturb or
otherwise preoccupy attention, but to keep the empire more or less in place.
Hardly ever is the novelist interested in doing a great deal more than
mentioning or referring 10 India, for example, in Vanity Fair and Fane Eyre,
or Australia in Great Expectations. The idea is that (following the general
principles of free trade) outlying territories are available-for-use; at will, at
the novelist's discretion, usually for relatively simple purposes such as
immigration, fortune, or exile. At the end of Hard Times, for example, Tom
is shipped off to the colonies. Not until well after mid-cenrury did the
empire become a principal subjemmi'oﬁmmikrﬂagga

colonial admmlstratlon, theory and economy, the historiography of non-
European regions, and specialized subjects like Orientalism, exoticism, and

ass psychology. e

Theactual interpretative consequences of this slow and steady structure
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of amrude and reference articulated by the novel are diverse. I shall specify
four. Thg ﬁrsu% that, in literary history, an unusual organic continuity can

be seen between the e egrher narratives that are normally not considered to
have much to do with empire and the later ones explicitly afogt it. Kiplin,
and Conrad are\p-raa;a!;or or by Austen and Thacke_r‘;}:%)efoe Scottpan§
Dickens; they are also interestingly connected with their contemporaries
like Hardy and James, regularly supposed to be only coincidentally as-
sociated with the overseas exhibits presented by their rather more peculiar
novelistic counterparts. But both the formal characteristics and the contents
of all these novelists' works belong to the same cultural formation, the
dﬂ(fgrences being those of inflection, emphasis, stress.

¢ the structure of attitudé and Teference raises the whole question

_of gower.)Today’s critic cannot and should not suddenly give a novel
Iegl © or direct political authority: we must continue to remember that
novels participate in, are part of, contribute to an extremely slow, in-
finitesimal politics that clarifies, reinforces, perhaps even occasionally ad-
vances perceptions and attitudes about England and the world.Jtis striking
that never,in the novel,is.that.-world beyond seen except as subordinate-and
dominated, the English presence viewed as regulative and normative. Part
o(the extr. ~ag_g_yam 1ary ry novelty of Aziz's trial in 4 Passage to Indm,,s,mtm; Forster

g@ that compromises British ritish power greal) wntl} ngggggju

justice for Indians (unreal). Therefore he readlly (even with a sort of frus-

trated impatience) dissolves the scene into India’s complexxty, which
e — 2

twenty-four years before in Kipling’s Kim was just as present. The main

dliference between the two is that th;_xmpl\ggggg_(_:lis_gurbance of resxstmg

somethmg that Klphng easxly mcorporated (as when he rendered even the
famous “Mutiny” of 1857 as mere waywardness, not as a serious Indian
objection to British rule).

There. can be no awareness that the novel underscores and accepts the
disparity in power unless readers actually register the signs in individual
works, and unless the history of the novel is seen to have the coherence of
a continuous enterprise. Just as the sustained solidity and largely unwaver-
ing “departmental view” of Britain’s outlying territories were maintained
throughout the nineteenth century, so too, in an altogether literary way, was
the aesthetic (hence cultural) grasp of overseas lands maintained as a part of
the novel, sometimes incidental, sometimes very important. Its_“con-

s\gh@m_dwmn-&&hnle,ﬂmiﬁfmucdappmg_aﬂirmmons, by

terms of each medium or discourse (th (the novel, travel writing, ethnography)
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and not in terms imposed from outside, suggests conformity, collaboration,

willingness but not necessarily an overtly or explicitly held political agenda,
ac least not until later in the century, when the imperial program was itself
more explicit and more a matter of direct popular propaganda.

A third point can best be made by rapid illustration. All through Vanity
Fair there are allusions to India, but none is anything more than incidental
to the changes in Becky’s fortunes, or in Dobbin’s, Joseph’s, and Amelia’s
positions. All along, though, we are made aware of the mounting contest
between England and Napoleon, with its climax at Waterloo, This overseas
dimension scarcely makes Vanity Fair a novel exploiting what Henry James
was later to call “the international theme;” any more than Thackeray be-
longs to the club of Gothic novelists like Walpole, Radcliffe, or Lewis who
set their works rather fancifully abroad. Yet Thackeray and, I would argue,
all the major English novelists of the mid-nineteenth century, accepted a_

lobalized world-view and indeed could |_not (in_most cases did nor) ignore
the vastaverseas reach of British power. As we saw in the lirtle example

cited earlier from Dombey and Son, the domestic order was tied to, located in,
even illuminated by a specifically English order abroad. Whether it is Sir
Thomas Bertram’s plantation in Antigua or, a hundred years later, the
Wilcox Nigerian rubber estate, novelists aligned the holding of power and
privilege abroad with comparable activities at home.

When we read the novels atentively, we get a far more discriminating
and subtle view than the baldly “global” and imperial vision I have described
thus far. This brings me to th foh@consequence of what I have been
calling the structure of attitude and teference. In insisting on the integrity
of an artistic work, as we must, and refusing to collapse the various contribu-
tions of individual authors into a general scheme, we must accept that the
W.M@ggowm‘mwmg@ence outside the
novels themselves, which means that one gets the particular, concrete expe-
rience of “abroad” only in individual novels; conversely that only individual
novels can animate, articulate, embody the relationship, for instance, be-
tween England and Africa. This obliges critics to_read and analyze, rather

than only to summarize and judge, works whose paraphrasable content they

might regard as politically and morally objectionable. On the one hand, 3
when in a celebrated essay Chinua Achebe criticizes Conrad’s racism, he\]
either says nothing about or overrides the limitations placed-on-GConrad-by
the novel as an aesthetic form. On the other and, Achebe shows that he|
understands how the form works when, in some of his own novels, hel
rewrites—painstakingly and with originality—Conrad 2+ =

All of this is especially true of English fiction because only England had
an overseas empire that sustained and protected itself over such an area, for

|
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such a long time, with such envied eminence. It is true that France rivalled

mittent until the late nineteenth century, the actuality too impinged on by

“England, 66 Taggifig in system, profit, extent. In the main, though, the

nineteenth-century European novel is a cultural form consolidating bur also

refining and articulating the authority of the status guo. However much

Dickens, for example, stirs up his readers against the legal system, provincial

schools, or the bureaucracy, his novels finally enact what one critic has called
&

a “fiction of resolution.”? The most frequent figure for this is the reunifica-

tion of the family, which in Dickens’s case always serves as a microcosm of

society. In Austen, Balzac, George Eliot, and Flaubert—to take several
prominent names together—the consolidation of authority includes, indeed
is built into the very fabric of, both private property and marriage, institu-
tions that are only rarely challenged.

The crucial aspect of what I have been calling the novel’s consolidation
of authority is not simply connected to the functioning of social power and
governance, but made to appear both normative and sovereign, that is,
self-validating in the course of the narrative. This is paradoxical only if one
forgets that the constitution of a narrative subject, however abnormal or

u%@m as such has behind or.inside it

the authority of history and society. There is first the authority of the =

author—someone writing out the processes of society in an acceptable
institutionalized manner, observing conventions, following patterns, and so
forth. Then there is the authority of the narrator, whose discourse anchors
the narrative in recognizable, and hence existentially referential, circum-

stances. Last, there is what might be called the authosity-of the-commumnity,

3

A

whose representative most often is the family but also is the nation, the

specific locality, and the concrete historical moment. Together these func-

b e e

tioned most enérgetically, most noticeably, during the early nineteenth
century as the novel opened up to history in an unprecedented way. Con-
rad’s Marlow inherits all this directly.
Lukacs studied with remarkable skill the emergence of history in the
-European novel?*—how Stendhal and particularly Scott place their narra-
tives in and as part of a public history, making that history accessible to
everyone and not, as before, only to kings and aristocrats. The novel is thus
a concretely historical narrative shaped by the real history of real nations.
Defoe locates Crusoe .on an unnamed island somewhere in an outlying
region, and Moll is sent to the vaguely apprehended Carolinas, but Thomas
Bertram and Joseph Sedley derive gpecific wealth and specific-benefits-from
historically annexed territories—the Cari bbean and India, respectively—at
specific historical moments. And, as Lukacs shows so persuasively, Scott
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constructs the British polity in the form of a historical society working jts
way out of foreign adventures*’ es, for example) and internecine
arring Highland tribes) to become
the settled metropolis resisting local revolution and continental provocation
with equal success. In France, history confirms the post-revolutionary reac-
tion embodied by the Bourbon restoration, and Stendhal chronicles its—to
him—lamentable achievements. Later Flaubert does much the same for 1848.
But the novel is assisted also by the historical work of Michelet and Macau-
The appropriation of history, the historicization of the past, the narrativi-
zation of society, all of which give the novel its force, include the accumula-
tion and differentiation of social space, space to be used for social purposes.
This is much more apparent in late-nineteenth-century, openly colonial
fiction: in Kipling’s India, for example, where the natives and the Raj inhabit
differently ordained spaces, and where with his extraordinary genius Kipling
devised Kim, a marvelous character whose youth and energy allow him to
explore both spaces, Q@Ei:ng from one to the other with daring grace as if
to confound the authority of colonial barriers. The barriers within social
space exist in Conrad too, and in Haggard, in Loti, in Doyle, in Gide,
Psichari, Malraux, Camus, and Orwell.
Underlying social space are territories, lands, geographical domains, the
actual geographical underpinnings of the imperial, and also the cultural

contest. To_think about distant places, to_colonize them, to populate or
geographical possession of land is what empire in the final analysis is all
about. At the moment when a coincidence occurs between real control and
power, the idea of what a given place was (could be, might become), and an
actual place—at that moment the struggle for empire is launched. This
coingidence is the logic both for Westerners taking possession of land and,

during decolonization, for resisting natives reclaiming it Tmperialism and
the culture associated with it afirm both the primacy of geography and an

i@%control of territory. The geographical sense makes projec-
tions—imaginative, cartographic, military, economic, historical, or in a gen-
eral sense cultural. It also makes possible the construction of arious Kinds
of knowledge, all of them in one way or another depend:m'tﬁe
perceived character and destiny of a particular geography.

Three fairly restricted points should be made here. First, the spatial
differentiations so apparent in late-nineteenth-century novels do not simply
and suddenly appear there as a passive reflection of an aggressive “age of
empire,” but are derived in a continuum from earlier social discriminations
already authorized in earlier historical and realistic novels.
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Jane Austen sees the legitimacy of Sir Thomas Bertram’s overseas proper-
ties as a natural extension of the calm, the order, the beauties of Mansfield

Park, ate validating the economi suppertive-role-of-the-
eripher; And even where CGIGRi€s are not insistently or even per-

ceptibly in evidence, the narrative sanctions a(spatial moral E(Yg},-whether
in the communal restoration of the towﬁﬁcﬂMally impor-
tant during a period of national turbulence, or in the outlying spaces of
deviation and uncertainty seen by Dickens in London’s underworld, or in
the Bronté stormy heights. ,

A second point. As the conclusions of the novel confirm and highlight an
underlying hierarchymﬁéﬁyfiiﬁﬁf there is also a very strong.
spatial(heranes jmparted o the hierarchy. The astounding
scene in Bleak House where Lady Dedlock is seen sobbing at the grave of her
long dead husband grounds what we have felt about her secret past—her cold
and inhuman presence, her disturbingly unfertile authority—in the grave-
yard to which as a fugitive she has fled. This contrasts not only with the
disorderly jumble of the Jellyby establishment (with its eccentric ties to
Africa), but also with the favored house in which Esther and her guardian-
husband live. The narrative explores, moves through, and finally endows
these places with confirmatory positive and/or negative values.

This moral commensuration in the interplay between narrative and do-
mestic space is extendable, indeed reproducible, in the world beyond metro-
politan centers like Paris or London. In turn such French or English places
have a kind of export value: whatever is good or bad _about places at home
is shiggwidisgig_@icomparable virtue or vice abroad. When in his
inaugural lecture in 1870 as Slade Professor at Oxford, Ruskin speaks of
England’s pure race, he can then go on to tell his audience to turn England
into a “country again [that is] a royal throne of kings; a vs_ggg»t}:gg isle, for all
the world a source of light, a centre of peace.” The alluﬁtﬁt—o@a@ef@
is meant to re-establish and relocate a preferential feeling for England. T his
time, however, Ruskin conceives of England as functioning Jormally on a
world scale; the feelings of approbation for the island kingdom that Shake-
speare had imagined principally but not exclusively confined at home are
rather startlingly mobilized for imperial, indeed aggressively colonial Ser-

vice. ome colonists, found “colonies as fast and as far as [you are] able,”
he seems to be saying.2®

/ ; My third point is that such domestic culrural enterprises as qarrative

/ﬁction and history (once again I emphasize the narrative component) are
1cto :

/ premised on the recording, ordering, observing powers of the central autho-
. tizing subject, or ego. To say of this subject, in a quasi-tautological manner,

that it writes because it caz write is to refer not only to domestic society but
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to the outlying world. The capacity to represent, portray, characterize, and
depict is not easily available to just any member of just any society; more-
over, the “what” and “how” in the representation of “things,” while allowing
for considerable individual freedom, are circumscribed and socially regu-
lated. We have become ver@n recent years of the constraints upon

the cultural representation of Wofhen, and the pressures that go into the

created-rep of inferior classes and races. In all these areas—
gender, class, and race—criticism has correctly focussed upon the institu-
tional forces in modern Western societies that shape and set limits on the
representation of what are considered essentiall subordinate beings; thus
representation itself has been characterized as keeping the subordinate siib-
ordinate, the inferior inferior.

(1)

Fane Austen and Empire

‘ ‘ 7 € are on solid ground with V. G. Kiernan when he says that “em-_

.E@L@ﬁmmmwiiﬂmﬂ@xes to flow
into,.and youthful nations dream of a great place in the world as young men
dream of fame and forrunes.”® It is, as | have been saying throughout, too
simple and reductive to argue that everything in European or American
culture therefore prepares for or consolidates the grand idea of empire. It is
also, however, historic i rat i jes—whether
in narrative, political theory, or pictorial technique—that enabled, encour-
aged, and otherwise assured the West’s readiness to assume and enjoy the
experience of empire. If there was cultural resistance to the notion of an
imperial mission, there was not much support for that resistance in the main
departments of cultural thought, Liberal though he was, John Stuart Mill—
as a telling case in point—could still say, “The sacred duties which civilized
nations owe to the independence and nationality of each other, are not
binding towards those Mmmgignali,gund.indep_@gmg_are certain
evil, or at best a questionable good.” Ideas like this were not original with
Mill; they were already current in the English subjugation of Ireland during
the sixteenth century and, as Nicholas Canny has persuasively demon-
strated, were equally useful in the ideology of English colonization in the
Americas.*® Almost all colonial schemes begin with an assumption of native

backwardness and general inadequacy to be independent, “equal,” and At
e TR
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Why that should be so, why sacred obligation on one front should not be
binding on another, why rights accepted in one may be denied in another,
are questions best understood in the terms of a culture well-grounded in

moral, economic, and even metaphysical norms designed to approve a
satisfying local, that is Enropean, order and to permit the abrogation of the
right to a similar order abroad. Such a statement may appear preposterous
or extreme. In fact, it formulates the connection between Europe’s well-
being and cultural identity on the one hand and, on the other, the subjuga-
tion of imperial realms overseas rather too fastidiously and circumspectly.
Part of our difficulty today in accepting any connection at all is that we tend
to reduce this complicated matter to an apparently simple causal ".L;“,,l"ﬁ
in_turn produces a rhetoric of blame and defensiveness. I am #or saying that
the major factor in early European culture w;;m:?au:ed late-nineteenth-
century imperialism, and I am not implying that all the problems of the
formerly colonial world should be blamed on Europe. I am saying, however,
that Buropean culture often, if not always, characterized itself in such a way
as simultaneously to validate its own preferences while also advocatiqg those

preferences in conjunction with distant imperial rule. Mill certainly did: he

ous reasons imperial rule concerned Europe more intensely after 1880, this
schizophrenic habit became useful.

The first thing to be done now is more or less to jettison simple causality
in thinking through the relationship between Europe and the non-European
world, and lgse@gW&wal
sequence. We ‘must not admit any notion, for instance, that proposes to show
that Wordsworth, Austen, or Coleridge, because they wrote fefore 1857,
actually caused the establishment of formal British governmental rule over
India 4ffer 1857. We should try to discern instead a_counterpoint between
oyert patterns in British writing about Britain
worl ash Isles. The inherent mode for this counterpoint is
not temporal but § How do writers in the period before the great age
6f explicit, prograffifiiatic colonial expansion—the “scramble for Africa”
say—situate and see themselves and their work in the larger world? We shall
find them using striking but careful strategies, many of them derived from
expected sources—positive ideas of home, of a nation and its language, of
proper order, good behavior, moral values.

But positive ideas of this sort do more than validate “our” world. They

also tend to devalue other worlds and, perhaps more significantly from a

retrospective point of view, they-d i r give resistance
to horrendansly unattractive imperialist practices. No, cultural forms like

the ngvel or the opgra do not cause people to go out and imperialize—
e

.
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Carlyle did not drive Rhodes directly, and he certainly cannot be “blamed”
for the problems in today’s southern Africa—but it is genuinely troubling to
see how little Britain’s great humanistic ideas, institutions, and monuments,
which we s@ill celebrate as having the power ahistorically to command our

approval, how little they stand in the way of the accelerating imperial
process. We are entitled to ask how this body of humanistic ideas co-existed
so comfortably with imperialism, and why—until the resistance to imperial-
ism in the imperial domain, among Africans, Asians, Latin Americans, devel-
oped—-there was little significant opposition or deterrence to empire at
home. Perhaps the custom of distinguishing “our” home and order from
“theirs” grew into a harsh political rule for accumulating more of “them” to
rule, study, and subordinate. In the great, humane ideas and values promul-
gated by mainstream European culture, we have precisely that “mould-of
ideas or conditioned reflexes” of which Kiernan speaks, into which the
whole business of empire later flowed.

The extent to which these ideas are actually invested in geographical
distinctions between real places is the subject of Raymond Williams’s richest
book, The Country and the City. His argument concerning the interplay be-
tween rural and urban places in England admits of the most extraordinary
transformations—from the pastoral populism of Langland, through Ben
Jonson’s country-house poems and the novels of Dickens’s London, right up
to visions of the metropolis in twentieth-century literature. Mainly, of
course, the book is about-how-English culture has dealt with_land, its.
\ws_es’si%_imagination, and organization. And while he does address the
export of England to the colonies, Williams does so, as I suggested earlier,
in a less focussed way and less expansively than the practice actually war-
rants. Near the end of The Country and the City he volunteers that “from at
least the mid-nineteenth century, and with important instances earlier,
there was this larger context [the relationship between England and the
colonies, whose effects on the English imagination “have gone deeper than
can easily be traced”] within which every idea and every image was con-
sciously and unconsciously affected™ He goes on quickly to cite “the idea
of emigration to the colonies” as one such image prevailing in various novels
by Dickens, the Brontés, Gaskell, and rightly shows that “new rural socie-
ties,” all of them colonial, enter the imaginative metropolitan economy of
English literature via Kipling, early Orwell, Maugham. After 1880 there
comes a “dramatic j}fgn/sigg_ of landscape and social relations”: this corre-
sponds more or less exactly wimw

It is dangerous to disagree with Williams, yet I would venture to say that
if one began to look for something like an imperial map of the world in
English literature, it would turn up with amazing insistence : and frequency

Fane Austen and Empire 8

well before the mid-nineteenth century. And turn up not only with the inert

regularity suggesting something taken for granted, but—more.interest-

ingly—threaded through, forming a vital part of the texture of linguistic and
_cultural practice. There were established English offshore interests i Tré-
land, America, the Caribbean, and Asia from the sixteenth century on, and
even a quick inventory reveals poets, philosophers, historians, dramatists,
statesmen, novelists, travel writers, chroniclers, soldiers, and fabulists who
prized, cared for, and traced these interests with continuing concern. (Much
of this is well discussed by Peter Hulme in Colonial Encounters.)* Similar
points may be made for France, Spain, and Portugal, not only as overseas
powers in their own right, but as competitors with the British. How can we
examine these interests at work in modern England before the age of empire,
ie, during the period between 1800 and 1870?

We would do well to follow Williams's lead, and look first at that period
of crisis following upon England’s wide-scale land enclosure ar the end of
the eighteenth century. The old organic rural communities were dissolved
and new ones forged under the impulse of parliamentary activity, industrial-
ization, and demographic dislocation, but there also occurred a new process
of relocating England (and in France, Esance)-within a much larger circle of
the world map. During the first half of the eighteenth century, Anglo-French
competition in North America and India was intense; in the second half
there were numerous violent encounters between England and France in the
Americas, the Caribbean, and the Levant, and of course in Europe itself. The
major-pre-Romaatic literarure in France and England contains a constant
stream of references to the overseas dominions: one thinks not only of
various Encyclopedists, the Abbé Raynal, de Brosses, and Volney, but also
of Edmund Burke, Beckford, Gibbon, Johnson, and William Jones.

In 190z J. A. Hobson described imperialism as the expansion of nationality,
implying that the process-was-undesstandsble-mainly by considering expar-
sion as the mor important of the two terms, since “nationality” was  a fully
formed, fixed quantity,® whereas a century before it was still in the process
of being formed, at home and abroad as well. In Physics and Politics (1887) Walter
Bagehot speaks with extraordinary relevance of “nation-making” Between
France and Britain in the late eighteenth century there were two contests:
the battle for strategic gains abroad—in India, the Nile delta, the Western
Hemisphere—and the battle for a triumphant nationality. Both batles con-

W trast ‘Englishness” with “the French,” and no matter how intimate and
closeted the supposed English or French “essence” appears to be, it was
almost always thought of as being (as opposed 1o already)-made, and being
fought out with the other great competitor. Thackeray’s Becky Sharp, for
example, is as much an upstart as she is because of her half-French heritage.
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Earlier in the century, the upright abolitionist posture of Wilberforce and his
allies developed partly out of a desire to make life harder for French
hegemony in the Antilles.**

These considerations suddenly provide a fascinatingly expanded dimen-

sion to 1814, tiie"MoSt explicit in its ideologicaland-moral

N P+ 725 L T .
affirmations of Austen’s novels. Williams once again is in general dead right:
Atrmations of Austen § novels: ¥

Austen’s novels express an “attainable quality of life,” in money and prop-
erty acquired, moral discriminations made, the right choices put in place, the
correct “improvements” implemented, the finely nuanced language affirmed
and classified. Yet, Williams continues,

What [Cobbett] names, riding past on the road, ar@ane Austen,
from inside the houses, can never see that, for all the intricacy of her
social description. All her discrimination is, understandably, internal
and exclusive. She is concerned with the conduct of people who, in the
“complications” of improvement, are repeatedly trying to make them-
selves into a class. But where only one class is seen, no classes are

Sm& o ———

As a general description of how Austen manages to elevate certain “moral
discriminations” into “an independent value,” this is excellent. Where Mans-
field Park is concerned, however, a good deal more needs to be said, giving
greater explicitness and width to Williams’s survey. Perhaps then Austen,
and indeed, pre-imperialist novels generally, will appear to be more impli-
cated in the rationale for imperialist expansion than at first sight they have
been.

After Lukacs and Proust, we have become so accustomed to thinking of
the novel’s plot and structure as constituted mainly by temporality that we
have overlooked the function of space, geography, and location. For it is not
only the very young Stephen Dedalus, but every other young protagonist
before him as well, who sees himself in a widening spiral at home, in Ireland,
in_the world. Like many other novels, Mansfield Park is very precisely about
a series of both small-and large dislocations and relocatiens-in space that
occur before, at the end of the novel, Fanny Price, the niece, becomes the
spiritual mistress of Mansfield Park. And that place itself is located by
Austen at the center of an arc of interests and concerns spanning the
hemisphere, two major seas, and four continents.

As in Austen’s other novels, the central group that finally emerges with
marriage and property “ordained” is not based exclusively upon blood. Her
novel enacts the disaffiliation (in the literal sense) of some members of a
family, and the affiliation between others and one or two chosen and tested
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outsiders: in other words, blaa ips_are not enough to assure
continuity, hierarchy, autherity, hoth domestic and international Thus
Fanny Price—the poor niece, the orphaned child from the outlying city of
Portsmouth, the neglected, demure, and upright wallflower—gradually ac-
quires a status commensurate with, even superior to, that of most of her
more fortunate relatives. In this pattern of affiliation and in her assumption
of authority, Fanny Price is relatively passive. She resists the misdemeanors
and the importunings of others, and very occasionally she ventures actions
on her own: all in all, though, one has the impression that Austen has designs
for her that Fanny herself can scarcely comprehend, just as throughout the
novel Fanny is thought of by everyone as “comfort” and “acquisition”
despite herself. Like Kipling’s Kim O’Hara, Fanny is both device and instru-

ment in a larger patrern, as well as a fully fledged novelistic character.
Fanny, like-Kim;-requires direction, requires the patronage-and onsside
authority that her own impoverished experience  cannot provide. Her con-

scious connections are to some people and to some places, but the novel
reveals other connections of which she has faint glimmerings that neverthe-
less demand her presence and service. She comes into a situation that opens
with an intricate set of moves which, taken together, demand sorting out,
adjustment, and rearrangement. Sir Thomas Bertram has been captivated by
one Ward sister, the others have not done well, and “an_absolute breach”
opens up; their “circles were so distinct,” the distances between them so
great that they have been out of touch for eleven years;* fallen on hard
times, the Prices seek out the Bertrams. Gradually, and even though she is
not the eldest, Fanny becomes the focus of attention as she is sent to
Mansfield Park, there to begin her new life. Similarly, the Bertrams have
given up London (the result of Lady Bertram’s “little ill health and a great
deal of indolence”) and come to reside entirely in the country.

What sustains this life materially is the Bertram estate in Antigua, which
is not doing well. Austen takes pains to show us two apparently disparate but
acwually convergent processes: the growth of Fanny’s importance to the
Bertrams’ economy, including Antigua, and Fanny’s own steadfastness in the
face of numerous challenges, threats, and surprises. In both, Austen’s imagi-
nation works with a steel-like rigor through a mode thar we might call
geographical and spatial clarification. Fanny’s ignorance when she arrives at
Mansfield as a frightened ten-year-old is signified by her inability to “put the
map of Europe together,”” and for much of the first half of the novel the
action is concerned with a whole range of issues whose common denomi

tor, misused or misunderstood, is space: not only is Sir Thomas in Antigua
e 2L

to make things better there and at home, but at Mansfield Park, Fanny,
Edmund, and her aunt Norris negotiate where she is to live, read, and work,
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"where fires are to be lit; the friends and cousins concern themselves with the

improvement of estates, and the importance of chapels (i.e., rel.ig'ious au.th.op
ity) to domesticity is envisioned and debated. When, as a device for stirring
things up, the Crawfords suggest a play (the tinge of France that han;
little suspiciously-over. their background is significant), Fanny’s discomfirure
is polarizingly acute. She cannot participate, cannot easily accept that rooms
for living are turned into theatrical space, although, with all its confusion of
roles and purposes, the play, Kotzebue’s Lovers’ Vows, is prepared for anyway.
We are to surmise, I think, that Mxﬂmway_.tenc{lmw
colonial garden, a number of inevitable mismeasurements (€xplicitly as-

T Ty . —
sociated with feriinine “lawlessness”) will occur. These are apparent not

only in innocent strolls by the three pairs of young friends through a park,
in which people lose and catch sight of one another unexpectedly, but most
clearly in the various flirtations and engagements between the young men
and women left without true parental authority, Lady Bertram being indif-
ferent, Mrs. Norris unsuitable. There is sparring, innuendo, perilous taking
on_of roles: all of this of course crystallizes in preparations for the play, in
which something dangerously close to libertinage is about to be (but never
is) enacted. Fanny, whose earlier sense of alienation, distance, and fear

derives from her first uprooting, now becomes a sort of surrogate conscience

about what is right and how far is too much. Yet she has no power to
implement her uneasy awareness, and until Sir Thomas suddenly returns
from “abroad,” the rudderless drift continues.

When he does appear, preparations for the play are immediately stopped,
and in a passage remarkable for its executive dispatch, Austen narrates the
re-establishment of Sir Thomas’s local rule:

It was a busy morning with him. Conversation with any of them
occupied but a small part of it. He had to reinstate himself in all the
wonted concerns of his Mansfield life, to see his steward and his
bailiff—to examine and compute—and, in the intervals of business, to
walk into his stables and his gardens, and_nearest plantations; but active
and methodical, he had not only done all this before he resumed his
seat as master of the house at dinner, he had also set the carpenter to
work in pulling down what had been so lately put up in the b.illia_rd
room, and given the scene painter his dismissal, long enough to justify
the pleasing belief of his being then at least as far off as Northampton.
The scene painter was gone, having spoilt only the floor of one room,
ruined all the coachman’s sponges, and made five of the under-servants
idle and dissatisfied; and Sir Thomas was in hopes that another day or
two would suffice to wipe away every outward memento of what had

. world, her lightly stressed allusions to work, process, and class,
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been, even to the destruction of every unbound copy of ‘Lovers’ Vows’
s P

in the house, for he was burning all that mer hiseye®

The force of this paragraph is unmistakable. Not only is this a Crusoe
setting things in order: it is also an early Protestant eliminating all traces of
frivolous behavior. There is nothing in Mangfield Park that would contradice
us, however, were we to assume that Sir Thomas does exactly the same
5%@@&4@&:1&%% Whatever was
wrong there—and the internal evidence garnered by Warren Roberts sug-
gests that economic depression, slavery, and competition with F
at issue’*—Sir Thomas was able to fix, thereby maintaining hi€ contr ) over
his colonial domain. More clearly than anywhere else in her fiction, Austen
here_synchronizes domestic. _with international authorit , making it plain_
that the values associated with such higher things as ordination, law, and

proprie rounded firn WM@EOS?&E]‘& f
territory. She sees clearly that to hold and rule Mansfield Par

rule an imperial estate in close, not to say inevitable association with it.
What assures the domestic tranquility and attractive harmony of one is the
productivity and regulated discipline of the other.

Before both can be fully secured, however, Fanny must become more
actively involved in the unfolding action. From frightened and often victim-
ized poor relation she is gradually transformed into a directly participating
member of the Bertram household at Mansfield Park. For this, I believe,
Austen designed the second part of the book, which contains not only the -
failure of the Edmund-Mary Crawford romance as well as the disgraceful
profligacy of Lydia and Henry Crawford, but Fanny Price’s rediscovery and
rejection of her Portsmouth home, the injury and incapacitation of Tom
Bertram (the eldest son), and the launching of William Price’s naval career.
This entire ensemble of relationships and events is finally capped with
Edmund’s marriage to Fanny, whose place in Lady Bertram’s household is
taken by Susan Price, her sister. It is no exaggeration to interpret the
concluding sections of Mansfield Park as the coronation_of ap_arguably
unnacural (or at very least, illogical) rinciple at the heart of a_desired
WTWammmE;‘%‘ vision is disguised a lirtle by her
voic€, which despite its occasional archness is understated and notably

modest. But we should not misconstrue the limited refe

Ce were

Tences to the outside
her apparent
ability to abstract (in Raymond Williams's phrase) “an everyday uncompro-
mising morality which is in the end separable from its social basis” In fact
Amﬁ§"diﬁécncfrfﬁb?e severe.

The clues are to be found in Fanny,

or rather in how rigorously we are
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able to consider her. True, her visit to her original Portsmouth home, where
her immediate family still resides, upsets the aesthetic and emotional bal-
ance she has become accustomed to at Mansfield Park, and true she has
begun to take its wonderful luxuries for granted, even as being essential.
These are fairly routine and natural consequences of getting used to a new
place. But Austen is talking about two other matters we must not mistake.
One is Fanay's-newly enlarged sense of whae-irtieans-ta be ar bome: when
she takes stock of things after she gets to Portsmouth, this is not merely a
matter of expanded space.

Fanny was almost stunned. The smallness of the house, and thinness of
the walls, brought every thing so close to her, that, added to the fatigue
of her journey, and all her recent agitation, she hardly knew how to
bear it. Within the room all was tranquil enough, for Susan having
disappeared with the others, there were soon only her father and herself
remaining; and he taking out a newspaper—the accustomary loan of a
neighbour, applied himself to studying it, without seeming to recollect
her existence. The solitary candle was held between himself and the
paper, without any reference to her possible convenience; but she had
nothing to do, and was glad to have the light screened from her aching
head, as she sat in bewildered, broken, sorrowful contemplation.

She was at home. But alas! it was not such a home, she had not such
a welcome, as—she checked herself; she was unreasonable. . . . A day
or two might shew the difference. She only was to blame. Yet she
Mwﬂ%%ﬂﬂm@ﬁher uncle’s
house there would have been a consideration of times and seasons, a -
regulation of subject, a pﬁr{ﬁ?@, an attention towards every/body (
which there was not here.*®——

In-too-smatta-space,you-cannot see clearly, yon cannot think clearly, you

smﬁmgmw_gmw. The Tineness of

Austen’s detail (“the solitary candle was held between himself and the paper,
withour any reference to her possible convenience”) renders very precisely
the dangers of unsociability, of lonely insularity, of diminished awareness
that are rectified in larger and better administered spaces.

That such spaces are not available to Fanny by direct inheritance, legal
title, by propinquity, contiguity, or adjacence (Mansfield Park and Ports-
mouth are separated by many hours’ journey) is precisely Austen’s point. To
earn the right to Mansfield Park you must first leave home as a kind of
indentured servant or, to put the case in extreme terms, as a kind of
E ity—this, clearly, is the fate of Fanny and her brother
g\ag_rt\_e_dmmmodlty this, ly, fat y
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William—but then you have the promise of future wealth. I think Austen
sees what Fanny does as a domestic or small-scale movement in space thar

at [ s as a domestic or small-scale move
corresponds to the larger, more openly colonial move: Sir Thomas,
he two movements depend

_her mentor, the man whose estate she inheri
on each other.

The second more complex matter about which Austen speaks, albeit
indirectly, raises an interesting theoretical issue. Austen’s awareness of em-
pire is obviously very different, alluded to very much more casually, than
Conrad’s or Kipling’s. In her time the British were extremely active in the
Caribbean and in South America, notably Brazil and Argentina. Austen
seems only vaguely aware of the details of these activities, although the
sense that extensive West Indian plantations were important was fairly
widespread in metropolitan England. Antigua and Sir Thomas’s trip there
have a definitive function in Mansfield Park, which, I have been saying, is

both incidental, referred to only in passing, and absolutely crucial to the

action. How are we to assess Austen’s few references to Antigua, and what
are we to make of them interpretatively?

My contention is that by that very odd combination of casualness and
stress, Austen reveals herself to be assyming (just as Fanny assumes, in both
senses of the word) the importaneef an empire to the simation-athome.
Let me go further. Since Austen refers to and uses Antigua as she does in
Mansfield Park, there needs to be a commensurate effort on the part of her
readers to understand concretely the historical valences in the reference; to
put it differently, we should try to understand what she referred 19, why she
gave it the importance she did, and why indeed she made the choice, for she
might have done g)_nﬁhmgj&mesmblish Sir Thomas’s wealth. Let
us now calibrate the signifying power of the Teferences to Antigua in Mans-
Jfield Park; how do they occupy the place they do, what are they doing there?

According to Austen we are to conclude that no matter how isolated and
insulated the English place (e.g, Mansfield Park), it _@w
nance. Sir Thomas’s property in the Caribbean would have had to be a sugar
plantation maintained by slave labor (not abolished until the 1830s): these are
not dead historical facts but, as Austen certainly knew, evident historical
realities. Before the Anglo-French competition the major distinguishing
characteristic of Western empires (Roman, Spanish, and Porruguese) was
that the earlier empires were bent on loot, as Conrad puts it, on the transport
of treasure from the colonies to Europe, with very little attention to devel-
opment, organization, or system within the colonies themselves; Britain and,
to a lesser degree, France both wanted to make their empires long-term,
profitable, ongoing concerns, and they competed in this enterprise, nowhere
more so than in the colonies of the Caribbean, where the transport of slaves,
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the functioning of large sugar plantations, and the development of sugar
markets, which raised the issues of protectionism, monopolies, and price—
all these were more or less constantly, competitively at issue.

Far from being nothing much “out there,” British colonial possessions in
the Antilles and Leeward Islands were during Jane Austen’s time a crucial
setting for Anglo-French colonial competition. Revolutionary ideas from
France were being exported there, and there was a steady decline in British
profits: the French sugar plantaﬁop}__yg@w@g&7
However, slave rebellions in and out of Haiti were incapacitating France
and spurring British interests to intervene more directly and to gain greater
local power. Still, compared with its earlier prominence for the home mar-
ket, British Caribbean sugar production in the nineteenth century had to
compete with alternative sugar-cane supplies in Brazil and Mauritius, the
emergence of a European beet-sugar industry, and the gradual dominance
of free-trade ideology and practice.

In Mansfield Park—both in its formal characteristics and in its contents—a
number of these currents converge. The most important is the_avowedly
complete subordination of colony to metropolis. Sir;Thomas, absent from

Mansheld Park, s Tiever seen as reym@’a, which elicits at most a
hzﬁwmm;ﬁem is a passage, am
quoted earlier, from John Sruart Mill’s Principles of Political Economy that
catches the spirit of Austen’s use of Antigua. I quote it here in full:

These [outlying possessions of ours] are hardly to-be-looked upon-as—
countries;-earrying on an exchange of commodities with other coun-
tries, but more properly as outdying agricultural or manufacturing
estates bemeOur West Indian colonies, for
example, cannot be regarded as countries with a productive capital of
their own ... [but are rather] the place where England finds it conve-
nienc to carry on the production of sugar, coffec and a few other
tropical commodities. All the capital employed is Eaqglish capital; al-
~most all the industry is carried on for English uses; there is little
production of anything except for staple commodities, and these are
sent to England, not to be exchanged for things exported to the colony
and consumed by its inhabitants, but to be sold in England for the
benefit of the proprietors there. The trade with the West Indies is
hardly to be considered an external trade, but more resembles the
traffic between town and country.*!

S

To some extent Antigua is like London or Portsmouth, a less desirable
setting than a country estate like Mansfield Park, but producing goods to be
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consumed by everyone (by the early nineteench century every Britisher
used sugar), although owned and maintained by a small group of aristocrats
and gentry. Bertrams and 1 haracters in Mansfield Park are a
subgroup within the minority, and for them the island is wealth, which
Austen regards as being converted to | propriety, order, and, at the end of the
novel, comfort, an added good. But why “added”? Because, Austen tells us
pointtmm&ﬁégs, she wants to “restore every body, not greatly
in fault themselves, to tolerable comfort, and to have done with all the
rest.”#

This can be interpreted to mean first that the novel has done enough in
the way of destabilizing the lives of “every body” and must now set them
at rest: actually Austen says this explicitly, in a bit of meta-fictional impa-
tience, the novelist commenting on her own work as having gone on long
enough and now needing to be brought to a close. Second, it can mean that
“every body” may now be finally permitted to realize what it means to be

properly at iome, and at rest, without the need to wander about or to come

and go. (This does not include young William, who, Wﬁs’su‘rﬂe, will con-

tinue to roam the seas in the British navy on whatever commercial and
political missions may still be required. Such matters draw from Austen only
a last brief gesture, a passing remark about William's “continuing good
conduct and rising fame.”) As for those finally resident in Mansfield Park
itself, more in the way of domesticated advantages is given to these now fully
acclimatized souls, and to none more than to Sir Thomas. He understands
for the first time what has been missing in his education of his children, and
he understands it in the terms paradoxically provided for him by unnamed

outside forces, so to speak, the wealth of Antigua and the impmgd@ph~

i
FannyPri ote here how the curious alternation of outside and inside

follows the pattern identified by Mill of the - outside becoming the-inside by.

use and, to use Austen’s word, “disposition™:

Here [in his deficiency of training, of allowing Mrs. Norris too great a
role, of letting his children dissemble and repress feeling] had been
grievous mismanagement; but, bad as it was, he gradually grew to feel
that it had not been the most direful mistake inffis} lan of education.
Some thing must have been wanting within, or time would have worn
away much of its ill effect. H(}fﬁatprinciple, active principle,
had been wanting, that they had never been properly (aTxEﬁTfﬁ"”g‘cSVéfg
their inclinations and tempers, by that sense of duty which can alone
suffice. They had been instructed theoretically in their religion, but
never required to bring it into daily practice. To be distinguished for
elegance and accomplishments—the authorized object of their youth—
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could have had no useful influence that way, no moral effect on the
mind, He had meant them to be good, but his cares had been directed
to the understanding and manners, not the disposition; and of the
necessity of self-denial and humility, he feared they had never heard
from any lips that could profit them.*

What was wanting wirhin was in fact supplied by the wealth derived from
a West Indian plantation and a poor provincial relative, both brought in to
Mansfield Park and set to work. Yet on their own, neither the one nor the
other could have sufficed; WWM@MWQ
they need ¢ ive dispositi ichin turn h reform the rest of the

ram circle. All this Austen leaves to her reader to supply in the way of
literal explication.

And that is what reading her entails. But all these things having to do with
the outside brought in seem unmistakably there in the suggestiveness of her
allusive and abstract language. A principle “wanting within” is, I believe,
intended to evoke for us memories of Sir Thomas's absences in Antigua, or
the sentimental and near-whimsical vagary on the part of the three variously
deficient Ward sisters by which a niece is displaced from one household to
another. But that the Bertrams did become better if not altogether good, that
some sense of duty was imparted to them, that they learned to govern their
inclinations and tempers and brought religion into daily practice, that they
“directed disposition”; all of this did occur because outside (or rather outly-

~ing) factors-wege lodged properly inward, becameChative #o Mansheld Park,
with Fanny the niece its final spiritual mistress, and Edmund the second son
its spiritual master.

An additional benefit is that Mrs. Norris is dislodged; this is described as
“the great supplementary comfort of Sir Thomas's life.”* Once the princi-
ples have been interiorized, the comforts follow: F' anny is settled for the time
being at Thornton Lacey “with every attention to her comfort”; her home
later becomes “the home of affection and comfort”; Susan is brought in “first
as a comfort to Fanny, then as an auxiliary, and at last as her substitute™s
when the new import takes Fanny’s place by Lady Bertram’s side. The
pattern established at the outset of the novel clearly continues, only now it

has what Austerrinteiided to giv it all along, an internalized and retrospec-
tively guaranteed rationale. This is the rationale that Raymond Williams

escribes as “an everyday, uncompromising morality which is in the end
separable from its social basis and which, in other hands, can be turned
against it.”
Thave tried to show that the morality in fact is not separable from its social
basis: right up to the last sentence, Austen affir repeats the geographi-
Austen 2
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cal process of expansion involvi; de, production, and coj ion that
-\W@wﬁm And expansion, as Gal-
lagher reminds us, whether “through colonial rule was liked or disliked, [its]
desirability through one mode or another was generally accepted. So in the
evenwm_gqm@m:ﬂ@m”“ Most critics
have tended to forget or overlook that process, which has seemed less

important to critics than Austen herself seemed to think. But interpretin,
.IE“P; Austen depends on ‘w/b;ages the interpreting, when i is done, anﬂwnng
less importan, frofy wherzjt is done. If with feminists, with great cultural
i and class like Williams, with cultural and stylistic

ics sensitive to his
interpreters, we have been sensitized to the issues their interests raise, we
should now proceed to regard the geographical division of the world—after
all significant to Mansfield Park—as not neutral (any more than class and
gender are neutral) but as Bolhjsﬂlxmg the attention and
elucidation its considerable proportions require. The question is thus not
only how to understand and with what to connect Austen’s morality and its
social basis, but also whar to read of it.

Take once again the casual references to Antigua, the ease with which Sir
Thomas’s needs in England are met by a Caribbean sojourn, the uninflected,
unreflective citations of Antigua (or the Mediterranean, or India, which is
where Lady Bertram, in a fit of distracted impatience, requires that William
should go “‘that I may have a shawl. I think I will have two shawls’ )
They stand for a significance “out there” that frames the genuinely impor-

tant action b@Me. Yet these signs of “abroad”
include, even as they repres&_mm which has since
achieved a status that the Bertrams, the Prices, and Austen herself would not,
could not recognize. To call this “the Third World” begins to deal with the
realities but by no means exhausts the political or cultural history.

We _musr first_take_stock of Mansfield Park's prefigurations of a later

English history as registered in fiction. The Bertrams’ usable colony in
Manfield Park can be read as pointing forward to Charles Gould’s San Tomé
mine in Nostromo, or to the Wilcoxes’ Imperial and West African Rubber
Company in Forster’s Howards End, or to any of these distant but convenient
treasure spots in Grear Expectations, Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea, Heart of
Darkness—resources to be visited, ralked about, described, or appreciated for
domestic reasons, for local metropolitan benefit. If we think ahead to these
other novels, Sir Thomas’s Antigua readily acquires a slightly greater den-
sity than the discrete, reticent appearances it makes in the pages of Mansfield
Park. And already our reading of the novel begins to open up at those points
where ironically Austen was most economical and her critics most (dare one
say it?) pegligent. Her “Antigua” is therefore not just a slight bu a definite

"X\\E\}\J\,
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way of marking the outer limits of what Williams calls domestic improve-
ments, or a quick allusion to the mercantile venturesomeness of acquiring
overseas dominions as a source for local fortunes, or one reference among
many attesting to a historical sensibility suffused not just with manners and
courtesies but with contests of ideas, struggles with Napoleonic France,
awareness of seismic economic and social change during a revolutionary
period in world history.

Second, we must see “Antigua” held in a precise place in Austen’s moral

geography, and in her prose, by historical changes that her novel rides like
a yessel on.a mighty sea. The Bertrams could not have been possible without

Thomas would have been familiar to eighteenth- and early-nineteenth-
century readers who knew the powerful influence of the class through
politics, plays (like Cumberland’s The West Indian), and many other public
activities (large houses, famous parties and social rituals, well-known com-
mercial enterprises, celebrated marriages). As the old system of protected
monopoly gradually disappeared and as a new class of settler-planters dis-
placed the old absentee system, the West Indian interest lost dominance:
cotton manufacture, an even more open system of trade, and abolition of the
slave trade reduced the power and prestige of people like the Bertrams,
whose frequency of sojourn in the Caribbean then decreased.

Thus Sir Thomas’s infrequent trips to Antigua as an absentee plantation
owner reflect mmqnent in his class’s power, a reduction directly
expressed in the title of Lowell Ragatz’s classic The Fall of the Planter Class
in the British Caribbean, 1763-183; (1928). But is what is hidden or allusive in
Austen made sufficiently explicit more than one hundred years later in
Ragatz? Does the agsthetic silence or discretion of a great novel in 1814
receive adequate explication in a major work of historical research a full
century later? Can we assume that the process of interpretation is fulfilled,
or will it continue as new material comes to light?

For all his learning Ragatz still finds it in himself to speak of “the Negro
race” as having the following characteristics: “he stole, he lied, he was
simple, suspicious, inefficient, irresponsible, lazy, superstitious, and loose in
his sexual relations.”** Such “history” as this therefore happily gave way to
the revisionary.work-of-Garibbean-historians like Eric Williams and C.L.R.
James, and more recently Robin Blackburn, in The Overthrow of Colonial

Slavery, 1776-1845; in these works slavery and empire are shows-te-have

fostere ise-and-consolidation of capitalism well be
tion monopolies, as well as to have been & po i gical system
. et . .
whose original conne 0-5p mig interests may have gone, but

whose effects continued for decades.
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The political and moral ideas of the age are to be examined in the very
closest relation to the economic development. . . .

An outworn interest, whose bankruptcy smells to heaven in historical
perspective, can exercise an obstructionist and disruptive effect which
can only be explained by the powerful services it had previously
rendered and the entrenchment previously gained. . . .

+ The ideas built on these interests continue long after the interests have
been destroyed and work theili_o[d mischief, which is all the more
mischievous because the interests to which they corresponded no lon-
ger exist.*

Thus Eric Williams in Capisalism and Skavery (1961). The questi of interpre- _
. . . . . . . . .

tation, indeed of writing irself, is-tied to-the-question of irfferests, which we

have seen are at work in aesthetic as well as historical writing, then and now.

We must not say that since Mansfield Park is a novel, its affiliations with a

sordid history are irrelevant or transcended, not only because it is irrespon-

sible to do so, but because we know too much to say so in good faith. Having

read Mansfield Park as part of the structure of an expanding imperialist

venture, Qe cannot simply restore it to the canon of “great literary master-
ieces”—to which it most certainly belongs—and Ieave it at that, Rat er, |
pieces ——to which 1t most certainly belongs—and leave'ic at that

think, the novel steadily, if unobtrusively, opens up a broad expanse of
domestic imperialist culture without which Britain’s subsequent acquisition
of territory would not have been possible.

T have spent time on Mansfield Park to illustrate a type of analysis infre-
quently encountered in mainstream interpretations, or for that matter in
readings rigorously based in one or another of the advanced theoretical
schools. Yet only in the global perspective implied by Jane Austen and her
characters can the novel’s quite astonishing general position be made clear.
I think of such a reading as completing or complementing others, not
di\scounting or displacing them. And it bears stressing that because Mansfield

i Park connects the actualities of British power overseas to the domestic
/_imbroglio within the Bertram estate, there is no way of doing such readings
¢ as mine, no way of understanding the “structure of attitude and reference”

xcept by working through the novel. Without reading it in full, we would

MMEWM structure and the way it was activated

and maintained in literature. But in reading it carefully, we can sense how
ideas about dependent races and territories were held both by foreign-office
executives, colonial bureaucrats, and military strategists and by intelligent
novel-readers educating themselves in the fine points of moral evaluation,
literary balance, and stylistic finish. '

There is a paradox here in reading Jane Austen which I have been
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impressed by but can in no way resolve. All the evidence says that even the
most routine aspects of holding slaves on a West Indian sugar plantation
were cruel stuff. And everything we know about Austen and her values is at
odds with the crﬁ%‘ﬂavery. Fanny Price reminds her cousin that after
asking Sir T homas about.the slave trade, “There was such a dead silence’’s®
as to suggest thag@;x@d.mhmhug@w;ﬁe

there simply is no_common language for both. That i ut_what
stimulates the extraordinary discrepancy into life-is-the-rise, decline, and fall
of the British empire itself and, in its aftermath, the emergence of a post-
colonial consciousness. In order more accurately to read works like Mansfield
Parkwe have to see them in the main as resisting or avoiding that other

Mmm@l.usivenewc
suggestiveness cannot completely hide. In time there would no longer be a
dead silence when stavery was spoken of, and the subject became central to
a new understanding of what Europe was. .

It would be silly to expect Jane Austen to treat slavery with anything like
the passion of an abolitionist or a newly liberated slave. Yet what I have
called the rhetoric of blame, so often now employed by subaltern, minority,
or disadvantaged voices, attacks her, and others like her, retrospectively, for
being white, privileged, insensitive, complicit. Yes, Austen belonged to a
slave-owning society, but do we therefore jettison her novels as so many
rivial exercises in aesthetie-framperyiNot at-all; T would argue; if we take
seriously our intellectual and interpretative vocation twm@
to deal with as much of the evidence as possible, fully and actually,
what is there or not there, above all, to see complementarity and interdepen-
dence instead of isolated, venerated, or formalized experience that excludes
and forbids the hybridizing intrusions of human history.

Mansfield Park is a rich work in that its aesthetic intellectual complexity
requires that longer and slower analysis that is also required by its geograph-
ical problematic, a novel based in an England relying for the maintenance
of its style on a Caribbean island. When Sir Thomas goes to and comes from
Antigua, where he has property, that is not at all the same thing as coming
to and going from Mansfield Park, where his presence, arrivals, and depar-
tures have very considerable consequences. But precisely because Austen is
so summary in one context, so provocatively rich in the other, precisely
becau at ifibalance we g w
acceanependence scarcely mentioned on-its hrilliant pages.-A
lesser work wears its historical affiliation more plainly; its worldliness is
simple and direct, the way a jingoistic ditty during the Mahdist uprising or
the 1857 Indian Rebellion connects directly to the situation and constituency

that coined it. Mansfield Park. ! nc@ experiences and does not simply

AN— .
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repeat_them. From our later perspective we can interpret Sir Thomas’s
power to come and go in Antigua as stemming from the muted national
experience of individual identity, behavior, and “ordination,” enacted with
such irony and taste at Mansfield Park. The task is to lose neither a true
historical sense of the first, nor a full enjoyment or appreciation of the
second, all the while seeing both together.

(1)
The Cultural Integrity of Empire

U ntil after the mid-nineteenth century the kind of easy yet sustained
commerce between Mansfield Park (novel and place) and an overseas
territory hag lirtle equivalent-inErench culture. Before Napoleon, there
existed of course an ample French literarure of ideas, travels, polemics, and
speculation about the non-European world. One thinks of Volney, for in-
stance, or Montesquieu (some of this is discussed in Tzvetan Todorov’s
recent Nous et Jes autres)s* Without significant exception this literature either
was specialized—as, for example, in the Abb¢ Raynal’s celebrated report on
the colonies—or b elonged to a genre (e.g, moral debate) that used such

. . R S A — —
1ssues as mortali _slave, [ COrruption as instancesin a genera] argument

of this latter case. As traveller, memoirist, eloquent self-psychologist and

romantic, Chateaubriand embodies an individualism of accent and style

without peer; certainly, it would be very hard to show that in René or Atala
he belonged to a literary institution like the novel, or to learned discourses
such as historiography or linguistics. Besides, his narratives of American and
Near Eastern life are too eccentric to be easily domesticated or emulated.

France thus shows a somewhat fitful, perhaps even sporadic but certainly
limited and specialized literary or cultural concern with those realms where
traders, scholars, missionaries, or soldiers went and where in the East or the
Americas they encountered their British counterparts. Before taking Algeria
in 1830, France had no India and, I've argued elsewhere, it had momentarily
bil:!li_aﬂt exgewme rerqsm more _in memory or
diterary trope than in actuality. One celebrated example is the Abbé Poiret’s
Lettres de Barbarie (1785), which describes an often uncomprehending but
stimulating encounter between a Frenchman and Muslim Africans. The best
intellecrual historian of French imperialism, Raoul Girardet, suggests that




=

==

i
i

.
|

|
|

|

o

i
.

336 FREEDOM FROM DOMINATION IN THE FUTURE

exclusions and reactions of prejudice than to the negative freedom of real
knowledge. But note thar Hugo twice makes it clear that the “strong” or
“perfect” person achieves independence and detachment by working through
attachments, not by rejecting them. Exile is predicated on the existence of,
love for, and a real bond with one’s native place; the universal truth of exile
is not that one has lost that love or home, but that inherent in each is an
unexpected, unwelcome loss. Regard experiences then 4s if they were about
to disappear: what is it about them that anchors or roots them in reality?
What would you save of them, what would you give up, whar would you
recover? To answer such questions you must have the independence and
detachment of someone whose homeland is “sweet,” but whose acrual condi-
tion makes it impossible to recapture that sweetness, and even less possible
to derive satisfaction from substitutes furnished by illusion or dogma,
whether deriving from pride in one’s heritage or from certainty about who
“we” are.

No one today is purely ome thing. Labels like Indian, or woman, or
Muslim, or American are not more than starting-points, which if followed
into actual experience for only a moment are quickly left behind. Imperial-
ism consolidated the mixture of cultures and identities on a global scale. But
its worst and most paradoxical gift was to allow people to believe that they
were only, mainly, exclusively, white, or Black, or Western, or Oriental. Yet
just as human beings make their own history, they also make their cultures
and ethnic identities. No one can deny the persisting continuities of long
traditions, sustained habitations, national languages, and cultural geogra-
phies, but there seems no reason except fear and prejudice to keep insisting
on their separation and distinctiveness, as if that was all human life was
about. Survival in fact is about the connections between things; in Eliot’s
phrase, reality cannot be deprived of the “other echoes [that] inhabit the
garden.” It is more rewarding—and more difficult—to think concretely and
sympathetically, contrapuntally, about others than only about “us.” But this
also means not trying to rule others, not trying to classify them or put them
in hierarchies, above all, not constantly reiterating how “our” culture or
country is number one (or #of number one, for that matter). For the intellec-
tual there is quite enough of value to do without rbaz.
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