EN 395 — Dreaming in the Middle Ages
ESSAY QUESTIONS, NOVEMBER 2018
You can either chose one of the topics below, or devise your own essay questions, in consultation with the module convenor (see details below).
A. Essay Topics – please remember to devise a title for your essay. 

NB: where more than one poem is analysed, you may chose to focus your analysis primarily on one text, using others as terms of comparison)

1. Discuss the importance of memory in at least two texts studied on this module.
2. Chaucer’s dream-visions are saturated with pre-existing texts and authorities. But what is the precise function of such texts, and what roles do they play in Chaucer’s own construction of poetic vision and/or authorship? Please discuss at least two poems by Chaucer. 
3. Most medieval dream-visions associate the experience of love and desire very closely with the quest for knowledge. Discuss how this relationship explored in at least two poems studied on this course.
4. Most medieval dream visions bring into play a first person entity — a narrated ‘I’. What is the status of this ‘I’, and how is poetic vision used to explore and/or constitute the identity of such an ‘I’? Discuss at least two poems studied on this course.
5. Discuss the symbolism of mirrors and visual reflection in at least two texts studied on this module.
6. How do various dream visions represent and/or conceptualise the relationship between language, imagination, and knowledge? Discuss at least two poems studied on this course.
7. “The Stoics of the Painted Porch / Once taught obscure philosophers / To think of things the senses learn / As images impressed upon / The mind from bodies round about; / Just as with swiftly moving pen / It was the custom once to print / Upon the spreading sea of wax / Untouched as yet by mark or scratch / Written letters deep impressed. / But if active mind in its / Own power can nothing learn or find, / But lies all passive to receive / The imprint of bodies from without; / If like a mirror it reflects / The empty images of things; /Whence comes to minds this concept strong / Which thus discerns and sees all things?” (Boetius, Cons. of Phil, Bk V.iv, verse, pp. 128–9 in Penguin ed., trans. Watts) 
How is this tension between active and passive notions of human ‘vision’ — and related notions of poetic writing as active vs. passive — explored in at least two texts studied on this module? 
B. Devise your own essay question.
If you would prefer to devise your own essay question, please send the module convenor a prospective title, short abstract, and initial bibliography, by 6 PM on Tuesday of week 10 (4 December). This will give us time to discuss any possible changes during week 10 before the end of term.
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