Module Specification

	Module Code 
	EN107

	Module Title
	British Theatre

	Module Aims

	
The module will serve both as an introduction to contemporary theatre and as a first investigation of the relationship between literary texts and the conditions of performance. Major plays of the period will be studied in their own right but also as examples of trends and developments in the period. Design, theatrical architecture, performance styles, organisations and repertoires will be studied, with special attention to assumptions concerning the social role of the drama. Where possible, texts will be related to specific productions. Writers studied will normally include: John Osborne, Arnold Wesker, Samuel Beckett, Harold Pinter, Edward Bond, Caryl Churchill, Brian Friel.

	Learning Outcomes

	By the end of the module the student should be able to....
	Which teaching and learning methods enable students to achieve this learning outcome?
	Which summative assessment methods will measure the achievement of this learning outcome?

	To examine post-war dramatic writing in the UK and consider the social, political and philosophical ideas of leading playwrights.
	Seminars 
	3 x 2500 word essays

	To discuss a range of modern British plays in their historical contexts.
	Seminars
	3 x 2500 word essays

	To consider the relationship between playwrights and the work of significant theatre companies and directors.
	Seminars
	3 x 2500 word essays

	To study plays both as literature and as texts for performance.

	Seminars
	3 x 2500 word essays

	To assist students to develop their analytical skills and the ability to develop coherent arguments in essays.
	Seminars
	3 x 2500 word essays

	To introduce key theories in literary and dramatic theory relevant to the study of theatre in the context of English studies.
	Seminars
	[bookmark: _GoBack]3 x 2500 word essays



