
Department of English and Comparative Literary Studies 
EN 122 MODES OF READING – First and Second Assessed Essay  
(Exchange Students attending Term 2 and Term 3– 2018-2019) 

 
Write an essay of approximately 2,000 words on one of the following topics. 
Separate questions must be chosen for each of the essays. Essays MUST be 
submitted electronically via TABULA by 12.00 noon on Tuesday of week 12, term 
2 (First Essay) and by 12:00 noon on Tuesday of week 9, term 3 (second essay). 
Note that this is a departmental, centrally-set deadline and extensions will be granted 
only for very serious reasons. Any request for extension must be made in advance 
directly to the Director of Undergraduate Studies and should normally be 
accompanied by a medical certificate. Please make sure that you are aware of the 
departmental guidelines for the presentation of essays and of the regulations on 
plagiarism (see ‘Useful Links’ box on the Modes of Reading website). 
 

1. How useful is the label 'typewriter jazz' in assessing the sound and rhythm of 
Ginsberg's 'Howl'?  

 
2. Write an essay on poetry as a defamiliarising or 'estranging' form. 

 
3. In 'Art as Device', Shklovsky argues that 'art' exists to 'restore the sensation of life, 

in order to make us feel things, in order to make a stone stony'. Discuss Ginsberg 
and/or Shklovsky's reading of art as that which develops the reader's emotional 
intelligence. 

 
4. Write an essay on Ginsberg's 'Moloch' as a negotiation of the concept 'ideology'. 

 
5. 'The reader is the space on which all the quotations that make up a writing are 

inscribed without any of them being lost; a text’s unity lies not in its origin but in 
its destination' (Barthes, 'The Death of the Author'). What kind of reader emerges 
from Barthes and Foucault's emphasis on the 'death' of the author? 
 

6. Toni Morrison’s novel A Mercy explores the issues of forming a nation, 
specifically the country that would become the United States of America, and 
its deep divisions along race, gender and class. Write an essay addressing the 
concept of community as variously articulated in the novel. 

 
7. Christine Sharpe writes: ““Keeping each of the definitions of wake in mind, I 

want to think and argue for one aspect of Black being in the wake as 
consciousness and to propose that to be in the wake is to occupy and to be 
occupied by the continuous and changing present of slavery’s as yet 
unresolved unfolding.” (In the Wake, 13-14). Discuss in your essay how this 
can help read A Mercy as a novel that imagines the past in order to reflect on 
the present. 

 
8. Toni Morrison opens her novel thus: ““Don’t be afraid. My telling can’t hurt 

you in spite of what I have done and I promise to lie quietly in the dark …”. 
One could say that A Mercy is foremost a narrative of an endless and 
unbearable cruelty. Write an essay that analyses Morrison’s narrative, taking 
into account its critique of processes of exclusion and systemic cruelty. 

 
9. Judith Butler starts her argument from this perspective: "precariousness as a 

generalized condition relies on a conception of the body as fundamentally 



dependent on, and conditioned by, a sustained and sustainable world; 
responsiveness-and thus, ultimately, responsibility-is located in the affective 
responses to a sustaining and impinging world” (34). Write an essay in which 
you confront this premise and develop your sense of what Butler means by 
responsibility and how it might be explored in Toni Morrison’s novel A Mercy. 

 
10. Edward Said, in Culture and Imperialism writes: “More important than the past 

itself, therefore, is its bearing upon cultural attitudes in the present. For 
reasons that are partly embedded in the imperial experience; the old divisions 
between colonizer and colonized have re-emerged in what is often referred to 
as the North-South relationship, which has entailed defensiveness, various 
kinds of rhetorical and ideological combat, and a simmering hostility-that is 
quite likely ·to trigger devastating wars -- in some cases it already has.” Write 
an essay on the importance of understanding how the imperial past still 
interferes in the present, referring both to Toni Morrison’s novel and to the 
essay by Christine Sharpe. 

 
11. Jacques Derrida writes: “Capitalist societies can always heave a sigh of relief 

and say to themselves: communism is finished since the collapse of the 
totalitarianisms of the twentieth century and not only is it finished, but it did 
not take place, it was only a ghost. They do no more than disavow the 
undeniable itself: a ghost never dies, it remains always to come and to come- 
back.” [“In the name of the revolution, the double barricade (impure ‘impure 
impure history of ghosts’)]. Write an essay exploring how the returning ghosts 
of racism as well as gender and class oppression persist in our present 
societies. 

	


