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^T ^ H E following Poe m s were
written originally for the

Amufement of the Author, as they

Vv’ere the Produ6ts of her leifure Mo-
ments. She had no Intention ever

to have piibiifhed them; nor would
they now have made their Appear-
ance, but at the Importunity ol

many of her beft, and moft gene-
rous Friends; to whom fhe con-
hders herfelf, as under the greateh;

Pblip-ations.

'As ner Attempts in roetry are

now fent into the World, it is

hoped the Critic will not feverely

ccnfure their Defeats ; and we pre-

fume they have too much Merit



PREFACE. V

to be caft aiicie v/ith Contempt,
as worthlefs and trilling EfFulions,

' As to the Difadvantages llae has

laboured under, with Regard to

Learning, nothing needs to be of-

fered, as her Matter’s Letter in the

following Page will fuiiiciently fhew
the Diiiicukies in this Kefpectt fhe

had to encounter.

j With all their Imperfedions, the

Poems are now humbly fubmitted
to the Perufal of the Public.

The



The following is a Copy of a Letter fent by the

Author’s Mailer to the Pubiifher.

PHILLIS was brought from Africa to America^
in the Year 1761, between Seven and Eight

Years of Age. Without any Affiflancefrom School
Education, and by only what Ihe was taught iri the
Family, die, in fixteen Months Time from her Ar-
rival, attained the Englidi Language, to v/hich die
was an utter Stranger before, to fuch a Degree, as
to read any, the moll difficult Parts of tlie SacredWritings, to the great Alloniflim.ent of all who
heard her.

As to her Writing, her own Curiofity led her
to it ; and this flie learnt in fo ffiort a Time, that in

the Year 1765, die wrote a Letter to the Rev.
Mr. CccoM, the Minifter, while in England.

She has a great Inclination to learn the Latin
Tongue, and has made fome Progrefs in it. This
Relation is gii^n by her Mailer who bought her,

and with whom die now lives.

JOHN VfHEATLEY.

Ecficn, Ncc. 14, 1772.
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To the P U B L I C K.

AS it has been repeatedly fuggeiled to the Publifher, by Pcr-
fons, who have feen the Manufcript, that Numbers

would be ready to fufpecl they were not really the Writings of
PHILLIS, he has procured the following Attellation, from
the moll refpedable Charadlers in Bofton4 that none might have
the lead Ground for difpudng their UriginaL

WE whofe Names are under-written, do alTurc the World,
that the Poems fpecified in the following Page, * were (as we
verily believe) written by Phillis, a young Negro Girl, who
was but a few Years fince, brought an uncultivated Barbarian
from Africay and has ever fince been, and now is> under the

Difadvantage of ferving as a Slave in a Family in this Town,
She has been examined by fome of the bell Judges, and is

thought qualified to write them.

His ExceVejicy Thomhs Hutchinson, Governor

y

The Hon, Andrew Oliver, Lieutenant-Governor,

The Hon, Thomas Hubbard,
The Hon, John Erving,
The Hon. James Pitts,

The Hon, Harrifon Gray,
The Hon, James Bowdoin,
John Hancock, Ef^'y

Jofeph Green, Efq-y

Richard Carey,

The Rev.. Charles Chauncy,D. D,.

The Rev. Mather Byles, U. D,
The Rev Ed. Pemberton, />.£>•

The Rqv, Andrew Elliot, [},D.
The Rev. Samuel Cooper, ty.D,
The Rev, Mr, Samuel Mather,
The Rev, Mr. John Moorhead,
Mr, John \Vheatley, her Mafer,

N, B, The original Attellation, figned by the above Gentle-
men,- may be feen by applying to Archibald Belly Bookfelier,

No. 8, Aldgate-Street,





VARIOtJSSUBjECTS. 17

To the KIN Cs Moft Excellent Majefty.

Y our fubjefts hope, dread Sire—

The crown upon your brows may flouriJfh

long.

And that your arm may in ypur God be ftrong !

O may your fceptre num’rous nations fway,

And all with love and readinefs obey !

But how ftiall we the 'Britijh king reward ! ^ \
Rule thou in p^ce, our father, and oiir lord

!

Midft the remembrance of thy favours pa%
The meaneft peafants moft admire the laft,

*

May GeorgCy belov’d by all the nations round.

Live with heav’ns, choiceft conftant bleffings

crowp’d? 10

Great God, direft, and guard him Ifom on high,,

And from his head let ev’ry evil fly 1

And may each clime with equal gladnefs fee

A monarch’s fmile can fet his fubjeds free
!'

* The Repeal of the Stamp AiJVa.
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Q U

On being brought from A F R I C A to

AMERICA.

TWA S mercy brought me from my Pagan
land.

Taught my benighted foul to underftand

That there’s a God, that there’s a Saviour too

:

Once I redemption neither fought nor knew.
Some view our fable race with fcornful eye, g

Their colour is a diabolic die.”

Remember, Chrijiians, Negros, black as Caif^

May be refin’d, and join th’ angeli^ train.


