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his astonishment he asked the season for this shocking conduct, they

angaly replied that he had driven them from thczi sax;cn:.'au :zhofdli?;)g-
esty and had prostituted them to cvety passer-by. :.o] dn' .the"fashion
tics have always preferred to be known an.d. worshippe md by
assigned to them by sncicxl)tf popular u;dj“:lnt’h\:::?; ;1‘1; ;;elm.ﬂgagc&
beings that had no physical form, yepresent x e

agh they were subject neither to growth mor decay, and gave I
:]'.‘c‘:lh%:s ard omaments, though they had no bodics, [:'1 ] I'l]‘:(thl: \; ;;;
Pythagoras himself, and Empedoces, .Parmemd_es. and Her :‘\d"til:npt 7
of the gods, and Timaeus, their disciple, continued the tradi

had come down Lo him.

NOTES

1. Fabuls is derived from h"lltia f-!; "bo'te.." ‘]t-:; l&r:g {amss poct!
wepug Lating, VI, g5; [sidore, Etymologeae, 1, 31, 3=3. ; Xz
2 'l.\tl‘f;:ﬁﬁm(’;.q\zzgi' n!.’c.; weote over ome hundeed mmc::!ui's. "cf'cf :O“;zv!'l
™ gurvlves imsact, Both Plavtus (. 2 4284 ) ord 'I'crcv&ck ‘ct .':;d} A A.;)'..:'
weote close imitations of his work in Latin. Peteonas ,;....g“ Sl
wated suthor of the Sabyricon, wis dentificd with a pn*b'n: C'Ec. Nades o
,El]:!pﬂcr New, roted for his volup;du.a::: eivz_;csscs.‘gpg-icl#‘se P]';t;:'li- eptucy
o1, on the otber haod, was a lading phNcsopae (8 L0 0. Jcheot
?\rf!;tll':‘.‘l::s s bere thinkirg of The Geolden Ass, a woik which ke feels is @
Lefitting the aathor of the De deo Scerstis.
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[On Dreams]
Puepnrn 4 Scpio
CHAPTER i

[17 After these prefatory semartks, there remains another matter to be
considered. . . . We must first describe the many varieties of dreams
recorded by the ancients, whe bave classified and defined the various
tvpes that have appeared to men in their sleep, wherever they might
be. Then we shall be able to decide to which type the dream we are
discussing belongs.

"27 All dreams may be classified under five main types: there is the
enigmatic dream, in Green oneiros, in Latin somnium; sccond, there
is the prophetic vision, in Green horama. in Latin visio; third, there is
the oracular dream, 1n Greek chrematismos, in Latin ereculurni; fourth,
there is the nightmare, in Greek enypnion, in Latin insomnium; and
Jast, the apparition, in Greek phantasma, which Cicero, when he has
occasion to use the word, calls visum

[2] The lzsst two, the nightmare and the apparition are not worth
interpreting since they have ne prophetic significance. [4] Nightmares
may be caused by mental or physical distress, or anxiety about the fu-
ture: the patient cxpericnces in dreams vexations similar to those that
disturb him during the day. As examples of the mental varicty, we
might mention the lover whe dreaws of possessing his sweetheart or of
Josing her, or the man who fesrs the plots or might of an cnemy and
is confronted with him in his dream or seems to be flecing him.? The
physical variety might be illustrated by one whe has overindulged in
eating or drinking? and dreams that he is either choking with food or
unburdening himself, or by one who has been suffering from hunger
or thirst and dreams that he is craving and searching for food or drink
or has found it. Anxicty about the future would cause a man to dream
that hc is gaining a prominent position or office as he hoped or that
he is being deprived of 1t as he feared A

"¢ Since these dreams and others like them atise from some condi-
tion or circumstance that irritates a man during the day and conse-
quently disturbs him when he falls asleep, they fice when he awakes
and vanish into thin air. Thus the name insomnium was given, not be-
cause such dreams occur “in sleep” [ie., in somnic]—in this respect
nightmares are like other types—but because they are noteworthy only
during their co < and afterwards have no importance ot meaning,

[6] Virgil, tou, considers nightmares deceitful: “False ate the dreams
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{insomnia sent by departed sp:'ri:s to}!hc\::}c :li;vs.e"]}]-lce:ic;:ll ‘t)};:': ?!:e
“cky" with reference to our mortal realm bOCILSE | -"bear it
came telation lo the regions of the fie.;d as the hc;w_m whed .a "
arth. Again, in describing the passton of lo‘w:. whese con
:!\\a\-s ai‘ompankd by nightmarcs, he says: ‘pit t'a herdb:.;:t dsxucs‘.‘l::;
back the chiePs valor, oft his glorious stor:*k; hx’s loos;s an Mgl
fast within her bosom, and the pang w:tl!ho.ds .ca md res e,
Embs.™® And a moment later: “Anna, my sister, what dreams [ins0!
i ill me with fears?”? e )
n €L~‘t}rﬁ; apparition (phantasmd oF yisum) :‘omcs \'.131(12 “’)l":;t,:} :.]:1
moment between wakefulness and dumber, in the so<a; Ll bt
of sleep.” In this drowsy condition he t:hmks he is still i }:el e
imagines he sees specters rushing at him or wandeun]gh\ a(g o‘f o
differing from natural creatures in_ size _aml _sl1a!pf. iu]( :‘;.;;e incx;b:.\s
things, either delightfol of dis?uxb‘:ng. To thisclass be Onto. Fre m(i
which, according to popular belick, rushes upt:n, Peop et s ps e
presses them with a weight which they can fecls (81 The bv.(: l.),'?emcx 5
described are of no assistance in foretelling the fn?u‘re; but by mez
of the other three we are gifted with the powers _of dmnat-xon. oo
We call a dream oracular (oreeulum] in which a p:f:cnt‘.-lmt ‘1.\31‘1 ;) J
or revered man, or A priest, or ¢ven @ god clearly mvf;]s_ W g A :a“ x
will not transpire, and what scti'qn. to take or to avoid. !;;‘,or 2 :w}e
dream a prophetic vision (¥isio} 1f it actually comes lmc,: s .:;.’{‘or’-
4 man dreams of the retum of a fricnd whe _}.as 'bocnlim; mgs (.)u! =
gign land, thenghts of whom never enter his mfnd.‘ :: goes. -
presently meets his friend and embraces him. Or in his u:eam {:ouﬂs" 2
to accept a deposit, and easly the mext day a man t'u:;sda::);:,ln W.;.{:ing
him, charging him with g-.c sa{ek?cg:z o; 2:1;::)?:'153’1:;;”, ‘. we..m.ca“
5 is trust, 10; By an enigmanic n sium | .
;crf;izattoc:;;sccals with strange shapes and veils with a.'mb:gmt-y tl;u: :;l:':.
meaning of the information being offered, at:.d. tcgux;‘cs st:;] ":x; ;E:e "
rion for its understanding? We need not expiain m'xt..ey : @ 'I'hc::; 2
this dreant SiCe evEIvone i;noia.vs from.c?tpt.‘:l fﬁzea\;gﬂ;‘;-;&ﬂ TE
reties of it: personal, alien, sacial, pubiad, an - )
?sv::ef:onal when o;c dreams that he himself is doing }cr'::;gg;u:,(i:xelﬁ
somcthing; alien, when be dreams this about somceone € ;c : =5 ‘that
his dream involves others and himself; public, when r:l r:i .)‘.iblic
some misfortune or benchit has befallen the city, toru:ln, thea Lri b tpsomc
walls, or other public enterprise: universal, when b_e {e-'amf ; al o
change has taken place in the sun. moon, planets, sky, or Y&ZO
v, 1 ;
th?:ej'.t%-.e dream which Scipio reports that he saw embraces the thyee
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reliable types mentioned above, and alio has to de with all five varie-
ties of the enigmalic dream, [t i5 oracular since the two men whe ap-
peared before him and revealed his future, Aemilius Pavlus and Scipio
the Elder, were both his father, both were pious and revered men, and
both were affiliated with the priesthood, It is a prophetic vision since
Secipio saw the regions of his abode after death and his future condition.
It is an enigmatic dream because the truths revealed to him were
couched in words that hid their profound meaning and could not be
comprehended without skillful interpretation,

It also embrices the five varieties of the last fype. [13] It is personal
since Scipio himself was conducted to the regions sbove and learned
of his future. It is alien since he observed the estates to which the souls
of others were destined. It is social sirnce he leamed that for mea with
merits similar to his the same places were being prepared as for himself,
It is public since he foresaw the victory of Rome and the destruction
of Carthage, his tiumph on the Capitoline, and the coming civil strife,
And it is vaiversal since by gazng up and dowa he was initiated into
the wonders of the heavens, the great celestial circles, and the hannony
of the revolving spheres, things strange and unknown 1o mortals before
thig in addition he witnessed the movements of the stars and planets
and was able to survey the whole earth.

NOTES

1. Macrobivs' classification of dreams cerives in most past from the Oneirocriton
of Artemidomis (fl. 20d century Ap.), a work which has boen called “a maia
source of the kading drean books of the Middle Ages” Macrobins' Commen-
fary, however, was the chief means of %5 transmision to Errepean Latmists,
Sce, for example, John of Salibury, Policraticus, [1. xv; Vincent of Brauvais,
Speculum maturafe. XXV, 32 ff.. Barthclomacus Anglicus, e proprictatibus
reran, V7, 2427 [De somno) ; Rebert Holkot, Liber Seplentise, Lecti coii

. Sce Trofus and Criseyde, V., 246-63, for exzmple, end Pandarus’ analysis of

dreoms in V, 358-83. Chauces playfully suggests that Lis decam in the Paslis-
ment of Fowls i3 aa intomnium (59-105 . %he achual dream, however, ok

ously shares characteristics with “significant™ dzeams. Compare Romian de fa
roge, 18,166-41c; Romee and Juliet, 1, iv, 7088, If it 35 rcrd a5 sheer auto

biography. equating the authees with the Lover, the Roman de i1 roce weuld

also amount to no more than an inzomnium; the poets’ bvitation to wrad the
cen in this way is clearly a French ke,

3. Cioezo, D¢ divinstione, 1, 6o, Chaateclesr el bxx "Oon of the gretteste
auctour that men rede” [Nun's Pricst’s Tale, 2q84,, and doaws his storics of
prophetic deeams from De divienticne, 1, 27, The natuze of the imzemnium
ma-{ cxplain why Jovers sleep "ramoote thaa docth a nyghtvngale”™ [General
Prologue. 287, Pectelote secks to interpret Chantecdes”'s visio s a2 wmsemmiur

(Nun's Prag Tale, 2921 f£.).

4. Sze John of sovsbury, Policreticus, 11, xv.



