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[Reprinted from IND1A, Fune 2nd, 1899.]

THE CONDITION OF INDIA.

ADDRESS BY MR. DADABHAI NAOROJI.

[FrROM OUR OWN REPORTER.]

On Sunday last, May 29, the * Sunday Afternoon Con-
ference” which is held from week to week at Westbourne
Park Chapel, London, for the consideration of various
subjects of religious or social interest and importance was
devoted to the Indian question, Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji
delivering an address on the present political and economic
condition of India.

There was a very large attendance, which included a fair
proportion of Indian gentlemen.

The chair was taken by Mr. Wallis Chapman, who, in
introducing Mr. Naoroji, said there were few more respon-
sible duties imposed on the English people than that of the
government of India. They were consequently the more
indebted to Mr. Naoroji for his willingness to give them the
benefit of the knowledge which he had obtained during a
lifetime of devotion to the cause of his and their Indian
fellow-subjects.

Mr. Naoroji, who was received with cheers, said it was
clear that any subject which was thought worthy of con-
sideration on such a day and insuch a place must be regarded
as a grave one, and a question affecting the weal or woe
of three hundred millions of people surely came within that
category, Moreover, the action of the English nation in
regard to the people of India was of as vital importance to
themselves as it was to India, and it was not even of less
vital consequence to the whole human race. For a new
element had lately come into existence in the councils of
the nations. A country which had hitherto confined
itself, under its Monroe doctrine, to its own con-
finent was -now coming forward to share in what was
called the Imperialism of the world, and the question -had
already arisen which course that country should follow. The
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THE POVERTY OF INDIA. 637

American people would unquestionably look to the govern-
ment of India by the British people to see whether that
government was a model for them to follow or an evil
example which they should avoid, and on that account the
relations between England and India were becoming more
and more important to the whole human race, irrespective of
the interests of those great countries. Consequently it was
the duty of every voter in Great Britain to know what his
responsibilities were and what the condition of India had
been during the century and a half of regular British
administration. He would deal first with the political
condition of India at the present moment, and would regard it
in its two aspects—the legislative and the executive. There
existed Legislative Councils in India, and it was generally
believed that those councils gave to the Indian people
something like what they in England enjoyed in the way of
representative government, and that by those means the
people of India had some voice in their own government,
This was simply a romance. The reality was that the
Legislative Council was constituted in such a way as to give
to the Government a complete and positive majority., The
three or four Indians who had seats upon it might say what
they like, but what the Government of India declared was to
become law did invariably become the law of the country.
To take, for instance, the question of expenditure—when a
Budget was brought forward in the House of Commons
members went on contesting it, item by item, for six months
—they saw that their constituents’ interests were properly
protected, and that the Government took no advantage of
their power. Of course, in the British Parliament also the
majority had the final word; but, whereas in that case that
majority was subject to the people and could be turned out
by them, in the Indian legislative councils the majority,
instead of being given by the people, was managed and
manipulated by the Government itself. But matters were
even worse than this. The expenditure of the revenues was
one of the most important points in the political condition of
any country, but in India there was no such thing as a legis-
lative Budget. The representative members had no right to
propose any resolution or go to any division upon any item
concerned in the Budget, which was passed simply and solely
according to the despotic will of a despotic Government. The
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Natives of India had not the slightest voice in the expenditure
of the Indian revenues, and the idea that they had was the
first delusion on the part of the voters of England which he
wished to correct. It would be seen in what an absurd
position the so-called Native representatives of India were
placed. In the expenditure of the revenue they had, as he
had explained, not the least voice, but when the time came
for the imposition of taxes they were quite welcome to impose
what taxation they could upon their countrymen. Yet if they
did impose additional taxes these countrymen blamed them,
while if, on the other hand, they resisted any particular Bill
of taxation the Government officials turned round and said,
“ These Indians seem to think it possible to govern a country
withont revenue,” and this they made an argument against
the capacity of the Natives to take an adequate part in the
government of their country. The Legislative Council was
simply and solely, he declared, a delusion and a farce, and
its working constituted a worse despotism than was ever
exercised by any Native ruler even in the old days. An
Oriental despot, when he misgoverned, acted, so to speak,
like a butcher, and people were astounded and horrified;
this new despotism of civilisation rather resembled a murder
effected by a clever but unscrupulous surgeon who drew
all the blood from his victinr while leaving scarcely a scar
upon the skin. Moreover, if under Oriental despotism the
results to the individual were serious, they at least were not
so terrible to the country. A particular victim was no doubt
often despoiled of his fortune, bnt some favourite benefited,
and the money at least remained in the country; whereas
the British—or rather un-British—system of despotism took
away year by year a greater portion of the wealth of India,
with the resnlt that at the present day the Indians under
British rule were the very poorest people in the world, And
it was not as if there were any necessity that this should be
the case. British statesmen had in the past recognised that
by a different and more righteous system of government the
situation of both India and England-might be vastly improved,
and that the latter might make ten times more money out of
India by benefiting the latter country than was at present
drawn from her destruction and impoverishment. With
regard to the executive portion of the Government of India,
they found most emphatically realised the old saying that
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taxation without representation was tyranny. DBut he did
not wish to suggest for a moment that it was the desire of
the British people that this state of things should continue.
On the contrary, he was so absolutely convinced that the
British people did not wish that India should go on being
governed on wicked lines, for they had done all they conld—
all save one thing—rco secure that the Government of India
should be carried on upon lines of righteousness. After the
terrible exposures of British mis-government in and before
the days of Warren Hastings the British people made a
firm stand and strongly declared that India should not be
subjected to such treatment any longer, with the result
that in 1833 the British Government openly and decidedly
stated that the Government of India should be a righteous
one, and that the people of India should be treated in the
same manner as the people of Great Britain. That, by the
way, was the era of emancipations, among others of that
which had enabled him to stand before an English con-
stituency and, by obtaining their suffrages, to go to the
House of Commons to plead his country’s cause. (Hear,
hear.) However, all the great statesmen of the time to
which he referred declared with one voice that the Bill must
pass, no matter what the consequences might be, and it did
pass, its general effect being that no Native of India should
by virtue of his religion or descent be disabled from holding
any place, office, or employment under the Company. It
might be asked what more than that the Indian people
wanted, and he replied that. they wanted nothing more—
except that the British people should carry into effect
honourably the Act they had passed. In 1853 there was a
revision of the Act, when Lord Stanley of that day—the late
Earl of Derby—Mr. Bright and other true Britons protested
that the measure was completely and wholly a dead
letter, But the Government of India and the Indian
authorities nevertheless continued to act upon the one
principle that the Indian Services were their monopoly, not
to be encroached upon by any other persons, and the repre-
sentations of Lord Stanley and Mr. Bright were not listened
to. Then came the Mutiny, upon which he did not wish to
touch beyond saying that if it was anyone’s fault it was the
fault of the British Government and their Indian Governor-
General. However, it was for the most part Indians who,
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even in the Mutiny, saved the British Empire in India. Lord
George Hamilton talked glibly of the manner in which the
British Empire had been built up by the expenditure of British
treasure and the spilling of British blood. Well, much of the
blood spilt in building up the Empire had been Indian blood,
while with regard to treasure the British people had not spent
a single farthing in creating or upholding it so far as the Indian
portion of it was concerned. They had, on the contrary, con-
strained the wretched Indian Natives to contribute the whole

cost, and were still drawing from India year by year miilions =

upon millions to the still greater impoverishment and destruc-
tion of the Indian people. That, however, was somewhat by
the way. After the Mutiny, when British power was re-
established, the true British spirit was at once aroused, and
once more the generous declaration went forth in the shape
of a Proclamation from the Throne. ¢ We hold ourselves
bound to the Natives of our Indian territory,” the Proclamation
ran, “by the same obligations of duty which bind ourselves
to our other subjects, and those obligations, by the blessing
of Almighty God, we shall faithfully and conscientiously fulfil.
And it is our further will that, so far as may be, our subjects,
of whatever race or creed, shall be freely and impartially
admitted to offices in our service, the duties which they may
be qualified by their education, ability, and integrity duly to
discharge. . . . . In their prosperity will be our strength,
in their contentment our security, and in their gratitude our
best reward. And may the God of all Power grant to us and
those in authority under us strength to carry out these our
wishes for the good of our people.” But did the British
people feel that in the impoverishment of India they could be
strong or that they could be secure while India, far from
being content, was terribly suffering? As to their reward he
would not say at that moment what cause there was for
gratitude or how much of it prevailed, but he would repeat
that even putting matters on the very low platform of
selfishness, the British nation would derive ten times more
profit from India than was the case at present if they would
only alter their treatment. (Hear, hear.) Similar pro-
clamations had been issued since—when the Queen was
declared Empress of India and at the Jubilee, but all these
solemn obligations and Acts of Parliament had been and
were being scattered to the winds in order that Anglo-Indian
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officials might keep in their hands the monopoly of Indian
Government and might provide for their boys. (Hear, hear.)
What were the economic consequences of this state of things?
They were summed up in the declaration of Lord Salisbury him-
self that India must be “bled,” and was the principle on which
the whole present system of Indian government was based.
Lord Salisbury coolly and deliberately, in the memorandum
to which he referred, admitted that India was injured by the
drain that was constantly going on in the way of the exporta-
tion of so much revenune without any direct equivalent, and
went on to say that as the great mass of the people, the
agricultural community, had no more blood remaining in
them, the lancet shonld be applied to those parts where the
blood was congested or at least sufficient. He had said
enough, he thought, to show how the unhappy Indian Natives
were regarded by Anglo-Indian officials, The lot of the
former, indeed, was somewhat worse than that of the slaves
in America in old days, for the masters had an interest in
keeping them alive, if only that they had a money value.
But if an Indian died, or if a million died, there was another
or there were a million others ready to take his or their
places and to be the slaves of British officials in their turn.
Who, he asked in conclusion, was responsible for all this?
The British people might ask: ¢ What more can we do?
We have declared that India shall be governed upon righteous
lines.” Yes, but their servants have not obeyed their in-
structions, and theirs was the responsibility and upon their
heads was the blood of the millions who were starving year
by year. For their own sakes, as well as for the sake of the
Indian people, it was time that they awoke. They were so
taken up at present by the extension of their Empire that
they little dreamed of a day which might come at any moment
when their existing Empire might suffer an upheaval and
explosion which would shatter it to pieces. He held out no
threats, but that would be the natural consequence of an
iniquitous and unjust system of government, as had been
declared by Lord Salisbury when he said that injustice would
bring down the mightiest kingdom. (Applause.)
Subsequently a series of questions were put to Mr. Naoroji,
who answered them in considerable detail. He declared that
famines were far less harmful in the fendatory States than in
that part of India which was under direct British rule, because
TT
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those States lost nothing by their subjection to Great Britain
except the small tribute paid yearly, and were consequently
improving their position every day, and were enabled to
establish a reserve fund and Treasury balances, out of which
the people conld be helped in time of need. For these
fendatory States he admitted that British snpremacy was a
blessing. The average annual income of the Natives of India
per head had, he said in answer to another question, been
estimated by the present Lord-Cromer as not more than
twenty-seven rupees, but his own belief was that, at the
present rate of exchange, it was not more than 25s, Let
them contrast that with the average annual income per head
of the people of Great Britain, which was estimated at £41.

A vote of thanks to Mr. Naoroji was moved by Miss Annie
Lee-Brown, secretary of the local Women’s Liberal Associa-
tion, and seconded by Mr. Martin Wood, late of Bombay,
who said the best method in which those present could
express their thanks would be to study the subject and bring
to bear such influence as they possessed with a view to
remedying the condition of things of which they had heard.

The vote was heartily carried, and Mr. Naoroji having
briefly returned thanks the meeting concluded.



