Seminar 4: The Woman in White
Guidance for your Reading and Note-Taking and Discussion Points:
1. Read and notate the Preface(s) – edition dependent, if your version doesn’t include a Preface then you can read them online.
2. Read and analyse Epoch 1, Chapter 1 [Hartright’s narrative] (1.1)
3. Read and analyse 1.4 (Hartright’s first meeting with the woman in white) 
- compare with the description of Hartright meeting Laura Fairlie (1.8, pp.51-3 of Penguin, starting “How can I describe her? How can I separate her…” to “Something wanting, something wanting – and where it was, and what it was, I could not say.”) 
- and with Laura’s brief description of seeing Anne Catherick (2nd epoch, ch 6, p.277-8 in Penguin, from ‘“Did you remember her, Laura, when she told you her name?”’ to “…incapable of speaking to her, for the moment”’)
4. Find (and analyse) one example, from the second or third epoch, of how writing/documents/letters function in the atmosphere/structure/mystery of “crime fiction”
5. Find (and analyse) one example, from the 2nd or 3rd epoch, of Nation or Empire
6. Consider the different styles and effects of the varied narrators (find some illustrative passages to support your ideas)
7. Find an example in which the notion of “Truth” is played out, asserted, disrupted.
8. Is there a “detective”?
9. Who is the criminal and how does the reader know?
10. What role does Count Fosco play in the construction and disruption of our ideas of “crime” in the novel?
11. What is the purpose of madness in the novel? How is it configured? (looks, actions, etc) Consider its function socially and ideologically. Find an example to support your ideas.
12. [bookmark: _GoBack]Consider the idea of coincidence, and it’s role in crime fiction.
13. Read extract from Homi Bhaba’s ‘Of Mimicry and Man’ (on the module webpage) and consider his theories in light of your reading of Collins’ novel.
14. Make note of any other passages/ideas pertinent to the module theme.
